
860-982-3300

20% off
GUTTER CLEANING

The Valley
Vol. 12, Edition 19

Friday, October 2, 2020

AVON  •  CANTON  •  FARMINGTON  •  SIMSBURY       

To Advertise: Call Patti Ewert at 860-264-5658 or email Patty@TurleyCT.com

We want to hear from you!
Email submissions@turleyct.com

with your story ideas, business notes, press releases,  
photos, calendar events or general info.

Capturing the Moments of Your Community

Valley

1

By Ted Glanzer 
Staff Writer 

The presidential con-
test isn’t the only election 
that holds intrigue in 
Connecticut. 

All 36 seats in the state 
Senate and 151 seats in the 
House of Representatives are 
up for grabs Nov. 3, with sev-
eral closely contested races 
in the Farmington Valley. 

At stake are two-year 
terms of, notably, how law-
makers will steer the state 
through Connecticut’s chal-
lenging financial, health and 
social issues. 

After a brief shift in the 
balance of power in the state 
Senate from 2016-18, when 
there was an 18-18 split after 
years of Democratic control, 

the Democrats regained the 
majority 23-13 by gaining 
five seats in the 2018 elec-
tion.

That margin was win-
nowed to 22-14 from the spe-
cial elections that resulted 
when various lawmakers 
were appointed to Gov. Ned 
Lamont’s administration.

In the House, the 
Democrats also have a clear 
majority (91-60) over their 
Republican counterparts. 

Farmington Valley vot-
ers will have a hand in decid-
ing three state Senate seats 
(the 5th, 6th and 8th dis-
tricts), and four House of 
Representative seats (the 
16th, 17th, 19th and 21st dis-
tricts).

Local political races heat up 

See Politics on page 4

Members of Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh (HSS) recently brought the tradition of Rakshabandhan to public safety crews in Farm-
ington. Rakshabandhan (tying a band of protection) is a sacred ritual in Hinduism memorialized as an important festival. Cultur-
ally, it is a tradition to appreciate and honor those who, as a part of their duty, protect the society and put their own life in harm’s 
way for the greater good. A symbolic thread, Rakhi, is tied to their wrist with a wish and a prayer for their protection from harm. 
The sacred thread represents love and sublime sentiments. It also signifies strength of positive thoughts over all worldly means 
of protection. Apart from conveying the deep sense of gratitude, this festival also champions a broad vision of thinking of the 
entire world as one family – a core belief in Hinduism. For the last few years with the police, HSS has celebrated the tradition 
with veterans, police, firefighters, and other first responders in towns across U.S. and in Connecticut.

Courtesy Photo 

Band of Protection 
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Jennifer Nordlund of Avon sent these 
photos and writes, “We occasionally find 
a ‘Walking Stick’ insect on our porch. 
Apparently a family of them lives nearby. 
This is a mid-size one, hanging out with 
his ‘Daddy Long Leg’ spider buddy. We’ve 
also seen a larger walking stick hanging 
out with its baby.” Jay Kaplan of Roaring 
Brook Nature Center in Canton writes, 
“Walking sticks or ‘stick bugs,” as they 
are commonly known, number over 3,000 
species, and are found on all continents 
except Antarctica. The largest stick bugs, 
found in the tropics, measure over two 
feet in length.  Our species, the northern 
walking stick, does not approach that size.  
Walking sticks are not rare, but they are not 
often seen as their camouflage makes them 
difficult to find.” If you have a photo of a 
critter that you’ve spotted locally, submit it 
for this segment to submissions@turleyct.
com. Include “Wild About Animals” and the 
animal spotted in the subject line, as well 
as your town of residence. All photos will be 
considered for publication. Due to the high 
volume of submissions, we regret not every 
photo will be published.

z  Wild about animals
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By Ted Glanzer
Staff Writer

SIMSBURY – An arbi-
tration panel recently 
upheld the termination of a 
Simsbury police sergeant 
who was accused of secretly 
recording conversations 
with superior officers.

In a 2-1 decision dated 
Sept. 1, the state Board of 
Mediation and Arbitration 
panel upheld the termina-
tion of Sgt. Jason Trombly, 
who had been employed by 
the Simsbury Police 
Department since 2008.

In a brief statement, 
Town Manager Maria 
Capriola said the town was 
pleased with the decision.

“We are pleased that 
the arbitration panel upheld 

the decision of the Police 
Commission to discharge 
Mr. Trombly. We wish him 
the best in his future 
endeavors,” she said.

Attorney Jeffrey Ment, 
who represented Trombly 
in the grievance procedure, 
called the decision “terrible” 
and said he was “shocked” 
at the outcome.

“The idea the arbitra-
tor believed the chief con-
ducted a fair investigation is 
stretching the imagination 
to the furthest extent possi-
ble,” Meant said. “The chief 
clearly could not have pos-
sibly conducted the investi-
gation considering he was 
the complainant, or the vic-
tim so to speak, investigat-
ing an issue that he was a 
witness to. If someone else 

investigated the matter, the 
chief would have been a 
witness because he would 
have been the complainant.”

The case arose from an 
April 2019 written warning 
Chief of Police Nick Boulter 
issued Trombly for deficien-
cies occurring during the 
midnight shift, for which 
Trombly was the supervi-
sor. (Trombly filed a griev-
ance about the written 
warning, which was also 
heard by an arbitration 
panel in May.)

During a meeting with 
union representatives, who 
were also fellow police offi-
cers, about the discipline, 
Trombly said he had 
“recorded” a conversation 
he had with the administra-
tion, including one in which 

Boulter had disparaged offi-
cers in the department.

Concerned about a 
subordinate secretly record-
ing conversations with the 
chief, the union representa-
tives brought the matter to 
Boulter’s attention.

Boulter began looking 
into the matter and inter-
viewed Trombly, who 
denied making any record-
ings of the administration, 
including the chief.

During the inquiry, 
Trombly gave conflicting 
written answers from the 
verbal interview he had 
given Boulter.

Further, police officers 
testified that they had con-
versations with Trombly, 
who admitted having 
recordings of Boulter mak-

ing disparaging comments 
about other officers.

In addition, Trombly 
said he had taken notes of 
conversations with Boulter, 
which Boulter during the 
inquiry requested to be cop-
ied on a thumb drive. The 
metadata from the informa-
tion turned over to Boulter, 
according to the arbitration 
decision, had been altered 
and was not the original 
document. When Boulter 
requested the original, 
Trombly insisted he had 
already turned it over.

In September 2019, 
Boulter recommended 
Trombly’s termination, cit-
ing “criticism and malicious 
gossip,” insubordination, 
lack of respect and truthful-
ness.

“It is imperative that 
officers are truthful and 
honest in their dealings 
with supervisors,” Boulter 
wrote in his investigation. 
“There is no position for an 
officer in this Department 
who is untruthful and dis-
honest.”

The Simsbury Police 
Commission voted to fire 
Trombly in November 2019. 

The arbitration panel, 
in a 25-page decision, 
upheld the termination, 
stating, “[i]t is clear that 
[Trombly] was not truthful 
in his conversations with 
Chief Boulter.”

“[W]e think that the 
grievant’s dishonesty was 
substantial,” the majority 

Arbitration panel upholds termination of Simsbury sergeant

See DECISION on page 5
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WE ARE PLEASED TO WELCOME THREE
HIGHLY QUALIFIED DOCTORS TO OUR PRACTICE

Dr. Stroh specializes in 
uveitis (inflammatory eye 
conditions) and cataract 
surgery.  

She earned her medical 
degree from Johns 
Hopkins University in 
Baltimore, Maryland and 
did her ophthalmology 
residency at the renowned 
Wilmer Eye Institute. She 
completed advanced 
training in uveitis at the 
John A. Moran Eye Center 
at the University of Utah 
School of Medicine. 

Dr. Stroh is available 
for uveitis consultation, 
comprehensive care and 
cataract evaluations. 

Dr. Brandsdorfer is a 
cornea and external disease 
specialist who completed a 
fellowship at the University 
of Michigan Kellogg  Eye 
Center.  Dr. Brandsdorfer 
earned his medical degree 
from Jefferson Medical 
College in Philadelphia 
and did his residency at 
Montefiore Medical Center in 
New York.  

He has advanced training in 
all types of corneal surgeries 
and is also available for 
comprehensive care and 
cataract evaluations.

Dr. Sagnella is an 
optometrist who brings 30 
years of dedicated clinical 
experience to our practice. 

Dr.  Sagnella graduated 
with a biology degree 
from Rutgers University. 
She received her Doctor 
of Optometry from the 
Pennsylvania College of 
Optometry, where she 
earned honors in her 
academic and clinical 
coursework. 

Dr. Sagnella will provide 
comprehensive eye care 
as well as contact lens     
consultation.

499 Farmington Ave, Ste. 100
Farmington, CT 06032

295 Western Boulevard
Glastonbury, CT 06033

Call 860-678-0202
We have two locations to service your eyecare needs. www.ethelwalker.org

www.ethelwalker.org

All Girls • Middle School Grades 6-8 • Upper School Grades 9-12

Our girls are thinkers and doers.

Simsbury, CT

Walker’s unique academic environment boasts exceptional faculty 
who are united in their dedication to making rigorous inquiry an 
enjoyable, lively process. Our students are curious, confident young 
women excited to challenge themselves – and the world.

Join us for a Virtual Open House! 
October 12  •  November 9  •  December 7 

The Valley Press 
reached out to every 
Republican and Democratic 
candidate in the Farmington 
Valley to hear why they’re 
running, what they believe 
are the important issues fac-
ing the state, the challenges 
of campaigning amid the 
pandemic and what messag-
es they want delivered to 
voters.

8th Senate District 
One of the most hotly 

contested races in the area is 
between Republican incum-
bent Kevin Witkos and 
Democratic challenger 
Melissa Osborne.

They’re certainly famil-
iar opponents, having run 
against each other in 2014 
and 2018, races that Witkos, 
who works for Eversource in 

community relations and 
economic development, 
won by 27 points and 13 
points, respectively. 

This year, Witkos, the 
Republican deputy minority 
leader, is running for his sev-
enth term in the Senate in a 
district that includes Norfolk, 
Hartland, Canton, Simsbury, 
New Hartford, Avon, 
Barkhamsted, Colebrook 
and portions of Granby, 
Harwinton and Torrington. 
A retired police officer, he 
previously served as a state 
representative as well as on 
the Canton Board of 
Education. 

He says the pandemic 
and resulting impact it has 
had on the state’s finances 
compelled him to run again, 
as the state needs people 
experienced in the bud-
get-making process to usher 
Connecticut through a chal-

lenging time.
“We need experienced 

leadership,” he said, adding 
the budget surplus that 
resulted from the 18-18 tie in 
the Senate will “evaporate” 
this year.

He says getting through 
the public health crisis is also 
paramount, noting he did 
not like Lamont’ extending 
his emergency powers for 
another five months through 
February 2021.

“We don’t have any 
information he’s basing it on,” 
Witkos said. “That’s very 
concerning to me when you 
have thousands of people on 
forced unemployment 
because the state is not 
allowing businesses to 
reopen. I think we need a 
total overhaul of that whole 
process.”

Witkos added the 
Department of Labor needs 

to update its computer sys-
tems to the 21st century to 
expedited unemployment 
claims. 

Connecticut also needs 
to continue to recruit and 
retain high-tech businesses 
and be more business friend-
ly, Witkos said.

“We need to stop the 
mandates on businesses,” he 
said. “We haven’t even gotten 
to the $15 minimum wage 
and people want to pass a 
living wage, which is $23 an 
hour. We’ve got to stop that. 
That sends the wrong signal 
to businesses.

“We’re perfectly situated 
between New York and 
Boston. And with COVID 
we’ve seen an influx of people 
and I’m just waiting to see 
what our tax revenues are on 
the personal income side.”

Witkos said the state 
doesn’t need to raise taxes 

and needs to continue to find 
efficiencies.

Other major issues are 
the getting a deal done for 
recycling and waste for the 
51 towns that are served by 
MIRA, as well as wildlife 
management, particularly 
with bears in the Farmington 
Valley and Litchfield County, 
he said.

Witkos says he has got-
ten creative this year while 
campaigning, bifurcating the 
race into two elections: Oct. 2 
(the day absentee ballots go 
out) and Nov. 3 (the date of 
in-person voting). 

He’s opened a campaign 
“victory” headquarters and 
has a mobile billboard driv-
ing home his message. He 
attended BLM rallies in Avon 
and Canton (“we need to 
hold bad actors in police 
work accountable”), though 
he says he has not followed 

the national political scene.
He did not support the 

police accountability bill that 
passed the General Assembly 
in the summer, saying, 
among other things, it was 
too broad and vague, leaving 
open the possibility, for 
example, of police officers 
not being insured because of 
too many lawsuits being 
filed against them, regardless 
of the legal actions’ merits.

Osborne, an attorney, 
said she decided to run 
because she sees a changing 
political landscape in the 
district. She says bluntly that 
Witkos no longer shares the 
same values the residents in 
the 8th District share.

“This is not about him 
as person,” she said. “He’s a 
really nice guy but his votes 
are not what you’d expect 

POLITICS          from page 1

See POLITICS on page 5
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A Life Plan Community

75 Great Pond Road 
Simsbury, CT 06070

To learn about our expansion and take advantage 
of construction benefits, connect with us at  

860-658-3786 or ExploreMcLean.org.

The expansion of the Village at McLean will usher in a new 
era of inspired senior living for current and future residents.

The new Goodrich building will offer striking views of 
neighboring Hop Meadow golf course and club membership 
to residents. Each day will present boundless opportunities 

for wellness and an array of first-class amenities including 
a modern fitness center and performing arts theater. 

Enjoy new dining venues and life-enriching programs with 
your neighbors in our active community.

So much more than a beautiful new look, 
we’re transforming the way you live.

M O R E  T H A N  B R E A K I N G  G R O U N D, 
we’re building boundless possibility.

wrote. “It occurred over a 
number of months and 
included multiple conver-
sations with Chief Boulter. 
It was not an isolated epi-
sode of dishonesty. 
Moreover he concocted a 
false storyline which no 
witness corroborated…we 
find that the evidence pre-
sented supports the griev-
ant’s dishonesty and that 
the Town has produced a 
preponderance of the evi-
dence that it had just cause 
to terminate the grievant.”

Ment, for his part, said 
Boulter’s investigation into 
Trombly’s conduct was 
inappropriate because 
Boulter was also a witness.

“I argued the linchpin of 
whether there was just cause 

to terminate him is did he 
get a fair investigation?” 
Meant said. “Only from fair 
can you get just cause. … If 
nothing else, the chief should 
not have conducted the 
investigation because the 
conflict of interest required 
the chief to be a witness in 
the investigation. But I was 
unsuccessful. Now the guy 
with an unblemished 
11-year police career is 
tossed out.”

Ment said Trombly was 
disappointed with the deci-
sion, but said it was unlikely 
there would be an appeal to 
Superior Court, as it’s notori-
ously difficult to have an 
arbitrator’s decision over-
turned. 

Furthermore, the peo-
ple who approached the 

chief about recordings were 
Trombly’s own union repre-
sentatives.

Still, Ment did not hold 
back on what he thought of 
the decision.

“I think it was a joke,” he 
said. “This experience has 
taught me there is no such 
thing as justice in this sys-
tem. … Every turn when 
something could have went 
wrong [ for Trombly, it went 
wrong for him.

“I’ve seen plenty of peo-
ple who deserve to be termi-
nated never get terminated. 
Then this guy, by the chief ’s 
admission is a stellar police 
officer, he gets canned 
because the chief can’t stand 
the idea of someone ques-
tioning him and has the 
audacity to file a grievance.”

from the man you meet. The 
thing that caught my eye and 
catalyzed me is he voted 
against a bill that would pro-
vide emergency contracep-
tion for rape victims in hos-
pitals. This is not a man who 
shares the values of the peo-
ple in this district.”

She cited Witkos’ votes 
against a ban on allowing 
children under the age of 16 
to possess semiautomatic 
weapons, a ban on bump 
stocks and a measure to 
remove firearms from some-
one who has recently had a 
domestic violence restrain-
ing order against them.

“Those votes don’t sug-
gest he shares the values of 
the district that we share,” 
she said.

Osborne said cam-
paigning during the pan-
demic has been difficult, but 
she also says everyone is 
struggling with the fallout 
from COVID-19.

She noted that her place 
of work - the court system - 
has been effectively closed 
for the past six months. 
Clients of hers are suffering 
because they are unable to 
resolve issues that require a 

judge and they’re also experi-
encing economic impacts.

She only started 
door-knocking in September, 
and she said she’s surprised 
the number of people who 
are happy to see her and her 
fellow candidates.

To make up for the 
fewer number people she 
sees in person, she has sig-
nificantly increased phone 
calls to voters.

She says people in the 
Farmington Valley as a whole 
are receptive and supportive 
of the BLM movement.

“That’s extraordinarily 
important that for the first 
time in history a civil rights 
movement is also coming 
from people who are not 
adversely affected,” she said. 
“White people are saying 
enough is enough. Almost as 
a result, it doesn’t make it a 
divisive campaign issue for 
us.”

She says she would have 
voted for the police account-
ability bill, understanding the 
concerns municipalities have 
over the potential for 
increased litigation.

“There are probably 
things that need tweaking,” 
she said. (The legislature 
convened a special session 

this past week; the police 
accountability bill was not 
on the agenda). “It’s some-
thing that needs to be 
addressed in full session: a 
methodical, steadfast, deep 
dive into the issue.”

She said the biggest 
issue is with the removal of 
qualified immunity, noting 
that municipalities are the 
ones who hire and train and 
employ police officers and, 
therefore, are in the best 
position to deter bad apples 
from acting in bad ways.

“My opinion of the bill 
this summer is there is still 
work that needs to be done. 
but this was a moment in 
time and far greater injus-
tices have occurred to Black 
and brown in people in this 
country than the costs of 
frivolous litigation, and it 
was a moment that could 
not pass us by.”

Top priorities in the 
state include economic 
recovery, which was needed 
before the pandemic hit, she 
said, as well as tackling “the 
behemoth that is Eversource” 
as well as Public Utilities 
Regulatory Authority, 
Osborne added. 

POLITICS          from page 4

See POLITICS on page 6

DECISION          from page 3
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Simsbury, 741 Hopmeadow Street opening soon.   860-394-2310
Avon, 101 Simsbury Road    860-677-2809    

Granby, 33 Hartford Avenue   860-653-7228  
New Hartford   •  Torrington   •   Winsted 

Member FDIC     NMLS ID: 510148

nwcommunitybank.com

Great Opportunities 
for Homebuyers 
& Homeowners

Ask about Fixed Rate and Adjustable Rate Mortgages. Refinancing.
Programs for first-time homebuyers. Home Equity Loans. 

Home Equity Lines of Credit. All with individual attention. 
Contact us today!

She said Witkos has 
been at the Capitol for a 
combined 18 years and noth-
ing “suggests he has the 
answers to economic recov-
ery.”

As for Eversource, 
Osborne said Connecticut 
has one of the highest rates 
of electricity in the country 
as well as one of the poorest 
responses to major storms. 
She said she wants to take a 
holistic view of how energy is 
generated and provided in 
the state, something, she 
contended, Witkos won’t do 
as an employee of Eversource.

“Our district does not 
have a voice on energy,” she 
said. “We are being held hos-
tage by a monopoly that 
exists with a right to profit 
even when it’s doing a bad 
job. Even during a year when 

we don’t have a bad storm, 
we have still been voiceless 
in our district.”

Witkos said he takes 
each bill on its merits, and 
has contended that Osborne 
misrepresents his voting 
record.  

He also waved off 
Osborne’s claims on energy, 
saying PURA sets electricity 
rates. 

“She’s been running 
against me for five years,” he 
said. “I’m doing the job. I’m 
doing it well. I’ve worked 
harder this year than ever, 
which had to with COVID 
and other issues. … Melissa 
would rather just attack me 
and associate me with 
President Trump and 
Eversource energy.”

Further, Witkos said 
when PURA suspended a 
rate-hike increase over the 

summer, he wrote testimony 
to repeal the increase.

“I always put my con-
stituents first,” he said. “I’m 
one of 9,000 employees [of 
Eversource]. I don’t set the 
rates. PURA does.”

Osborne, however, said 
energy rates is a massive 
issue not just to individual 
consumers, but to business-
es as well.

“It’s one of the biggest 
economic barriers to busi-
nesses and people in state,” 
she said. “As part-time legis-
lators, we need to maintain 
jobs outside the legislature. I 
still will. But we need to 
make sure our employment 
outside the legislature 
doesn’t keep us from doing 
job we need to do inside the 
legislature.”

Osborne works as a 
mediator and said she has a 

proven record of helping 
solve large, complex legal 
and financial problems while 
practicing law. She’s served 
as a volunteer on Simsbury’s 
Charter Revision 
Commission, Clean Energy 
Task Force and is currently a 
Zoning Alternate. She’s also 
served as the vice chair of 
the Child Welfare and 
Juvenile Law Committee of 
the Connecticut Bar 
Association and on the legis-
lative subcommittee of its 
family law section. 

 “I am a qualified, com-
petent, professional individ-
ual who has run a successful 
law practice,” she said. “I can 
help take parties who are at 
opposite polar ends and 
come together and settle 
cases. That’s what we need 
in Hartford. At end of the 
day, I’m not one to start the 

fight, but I’m one to abso-
lutely finish it if I have to as a 
litigator.”

6th Senate District
In what’s sure to be a 

closely watched race, incum-
bent Republican Genarro 
Bizzarro will face state Rep. 
Rick Lopes in a rematch of 
the February 2019 special 
election for the 6th Senate 
District seat that Bizzarro 
won 53% to Lopes’ 47%.

The 6th District covers 
New Britain, Berlin and a 
small portion of Farmington. 

The 2019 special elec-
tion, which was marked by 
low voter turnout (just over 
7,315 votes were cast in that 
election. By comparison, 
30,000 votes were cast in the 
2016 presidential election) 
was necessitated when long-
time state Sen. Terry 

Gerratana vacated her seat 
to take a position with the 
Lamont administration. 
(This is the seat Republicans 
flipped to cut the majority 
from 23-13 to 22-14 in the 
Senate).

Bizzarro, an attorney, 
says the state is at “cross-
roads.”

“Now, more than ever, 
we need legislators who 
understand the challenges 
faced by working mid-
dle-class families, small busi-
ness owners, and overbur-
dened taxpayers,” he said. “I 
have been a warrior for the 
forgotten middle-class fami-
lies of Connecticut, and I will 
continue to fight for them in 
Hartford.”

The biggest issue, 
according to both candi-

POLITICS        from page 5

See POLITICS on page 8
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THE PUMPKINS    
ARE COMING!! 

 

      16th Annual 
PUMPKIN PATCH 

 

Memorial United  
Methodist Church 

867 West Avon Road, Avon 
 

October 1 – 31     11 am - 5 pm 
 

Pumpkins of every size and shape! 
        Fresh baked pumpkin bread! 
              Lots of room for social distancing! 
                     Plexiglass barriers to protect  
                     customers and volunteer staff. 
 

Proceeds will benefit the ministries  
and missions of the church. 

 
avonunitedmethodist.com                     Facebook:  avon mumc 

*Discounts on labor only apply with purchase of our fabric. Restrictions may apply!

Hartford 860-244-3475

Old Lyme 860-434-4242

Showroom & Workroom   3324 Main Street, Hartford
ehrlichdecorating.com

Not Affiliated with Ehrlich Interiors in Farmington

40% OFF LABOR
ON REUPHOLSTERY*

10% OFF CRYPTON® 

AND SUNBRELLA® FABRICS*

Hartford 860-244-3475
Old Lyme 860-434-4242
Toll Free 877-688-3475

Showroom & Workroom | 3324 Main Street, Hartford
ehrlichdecorating.com

Not Affiliated With Ehrlich Interiors in Farmington

*Discounts on labor only apply with purchase of our fabric. Restrictions may apply.

Family owned & operated showroom & workroom since 1929Family owned & operated showroom & workroom since 1929

When life gets hairy,

call us!

10% OFF CRYPTON® AND
SUNBRELLA® FABRICS*

40% OFF LABOR
ON REUPHOLSTERY*

When life gets hairy,
       call us!

dates is the pandemic and 
the resulting economic 
impact on the state. Bizzarro 
also said how the state edu-
cates its children during the 
pandemic is also a major 
issue

“COVID-19 and the 
economy will continue to 
dominate our daily lives for 
the foreseeable future,” 
Bizzarro said. 

“Even prior to the pan-
demic, Connecticut was 
bleeding both jobs and pop-
ulation, and our state’s econ-
omy was flat. But now the 
combination of crushing 
long-term debt and the 
financial fallout from 
COVID-19 is projected to 
yield a multi-billion-dollar 
hole in next year’s state bud-
get. Once the November 
election is over, you won’t 

have to wait very long for the 
conversation in Hartford to 
once again turn to higher 
taxes and highway tolls. 

“In the near term, we 
need to figure out a better 
way to handle education in 
the face of COVID.  Education 
has always been the key to 
the American dream, but 
COVID is threatening to 
slam that door shut for so 
many. Teachers are under-
standably scared, parents are 
confused, and students are 
lost.  We have to make sure 
that schools and families get 
the resources that they need 
so that none of our children 
are left behind.”

Bizzarro said he would 
“let voters decide” the differ-
ences between his and 
Lopes’ platforms, but that he 
is a proud fiscal conserva-
tive, and a “strong supporter” 

of law enforcement, first 
responders and health care 
professionals.

“[I am] a big believer in 
the American way of life,” he 
said. “I want a leaner, more 
efficient state government, 
and I want to put an end to 
the tax-and-spend mentality 
that has permeated the cul-
ture in Hartford for so long. 
My approach to the state 
budget is simple: spend no 
more than you have and bor-
row no more than you can 
afford to pay back. If we stop 
wasteful spending, reduce 
the burden on small busi-
nesses, and start keeping our 
promises when it comes to 
aiding municipalities and 
local school districts, we will 
quickly find ourselves on the 
road to fiscal recovery.”

Lopes said Bizzarro has 
“an objectionable track 

record” concerning policies 
that affect people of color 
(including voting against the 
police accountability bill 
that passed over the sum-
mer) and working-class resi-
dents (voting against raising 
the minimum wage increase 
to $15 an hour).

“Over the past few 
months, the American peo-
ple have watched as people 
of color were murdered by 
law enforcement officers,” 
Lopes said. “Like many, I 
understand that this contin-
ues to happen at a much 
higher rate with people of 
color than white people and 
is unacceptable in our soci-
ety. While I answered the call 
for increased oversight on 
law enforcement and voted 
in favor of the police 
accountability bill, my oppo-
nent did not. 

“My opponent answers 
to a Republican party that 
has followed President 
Trump and gone further and 
further to the fringe of the 
political spectrum. … Unlike 
my opponent, I am in favor 
of a public option, because I 
believe health care is a 
human right and that no one 
should be deprived of it. As a 
father, I cannot imagine 
what I’d do if one of my chil-
dren got seriously ill and I 
had no way of getting them 
medical treatment. We need 
a health care system that 
puts people over corporate 
profit.”

As for the recent social 
unrest, Bizzarro said politi-
cians should be part of the 
solution, not part of the 
problem.

“I just try to remind peo-
ple that anger and hate can-

not be overcome by more 
anger and hate.  The flames 
of violence and lawlessness 
are being fanned by profes-
sional politicians on both 
sides whose only interest is 
winning another campaign,” 
he said. “With all this turbu-
lence roiling the sea around 
us, I see it as my duty to be an 
island of common-sense and 
steadfastness in what I 
believe and what I do as the 
6th District’s state senator.  
Where I stood yesterday is 
where I stand today.”

Lopes said this 
November’s election is a his-
toric moment in time.

“As our President con-
tinues to mishandle the 
COVID crisis and deny the 
just calls for action from 
communities of color in 
response to police brutality, 
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the American people are 
paying the ultimate price. 
Unfortunately, defeating 
Donald Trump’s agenda is 
going to take more than just 
the Democrats winning back 
the presidency in 2020. It’s 
going to take a full overhaul 
of all elected leaders that are 
committed to advancing his 
problematic policy initia-
tives, including my oppo-
nent, Gennaro Bizzarro. 

“Never in my 17 years in 
public office have I witnessed 
a Democratic base so invigo-
rated by our political climate, 
this helps us tremendously 
on the campaign trail. I hope 
to harness this energy at the 
polls and take back the sixth 
senate district for the work-
ing people of our communi-
ty.”

Bizzarro said it’s been 
more difficult to connect 
with voters amid the pan-
demic, with less door knock-
ing and campaign events.

“Fortunately, I have a 
pretty strong connection to 

my community, and I regu-
larly see and visit with peo-
ple during the normal course 
of both my business and my 
personal life so I am able to 
connect with many constitu-
ents even in the absence of 
more traditional campaign-
ing,” he said.

Lopes has dedicated his 
resources and energy to 
mostly to making phone 
calls to voters.

“I have also tried to keep 
voters up to date by engag-
ing more with social media, 
including, posting my 
endorsements, policy stanc-
es, and volunteer opportuni-
ties on various platforms,” he 
said.

5th Senate District 
Democratic incumbent 

Derek Slap is being chal-
lenged by Farmington 
Republican Phillip Chabot 
for the 5th Senate District 
seat, which covers West 
Hartford, Burlington and 
most of Farmington. 

Slap, a vice president at 
a nonprofit, is finishing his 

first truncated term in the 
Senate after defeating 
Farmington Republican Bill 
Wadsworth by 29 points in a 
special election in February 
2019 after state Sen. Beth 
Bye, who won re-election in 
November 2018, took a posi-
tion in the Lamont adminis-
tration. 

Slap, who served one 
term in state House of 
Representatives, said he is 
running for re-election 
because he is “committed to 
helping others, strengthen-
ing our state and creating a 
more just and fair society.”

He highlighted his legis-
lative record during his rela-
tively short time in office.

“I’ve been able to pass 
laws to help close the gender 
wage gap, keep illegal, 
untraceable guns off our 
streets, and lower prescrip-
tion drugs costs,” Slap said. 
“There’s more work to do 
and I look forward to listen-
ing to the concerns of con-
stituents and advocating for 
them in Hartford.”

Slap said even before 

the pandemic, strengthening 
the state’s economy was pri-
ority No. 1.

“Now, we must 
approach the next session 
with a focus on growing jobs 
and recovering from the 
pandemic,” he said. “Health 
care costs are also a big con-
cern, as families and busi-
nesses are suffering from 
increasing premiums and 
declining coverage. I’m also 
committed to ensuring we 
address racial inequities and 
truly make our society a 
place where all people have 
the opportunity to thrive. 
Disparities in housing, edu-
cation and employments – 
to name a few – persist and I 
believe Connecticut must 
make progress next year and 
beyond. 

“Finally, Connecticut 
has made great progress to 
stabilize its finances over the 
past few years. Our bond rat-
ing has improved, the rainy-
day fund is at a record high 
and fiscal reforms are finally 
in place which better posi-
tion us to address long-term 

debt. We should continue to 
craft sustainable budgets, 
which make investments in 
critical infrastructure (trans-
portation), protect the social 
safety net, and efficiently 
steward tax dollars.”

Chabot, a restauranteur 
and entrepreneur, said he 
wants to give voters in the 
5th District a choice after 
years of Democratic domi-
nance in the district.

“We need to look at 
Connecticut with a fresh set 
of eyes to fix the fiscal issues 
while capitalizing on many 
of Connecticut’s unique 
strengths,” he said. “As an 
owner of multiple business-
es, I am very fiscally conser-
vative and believe we should 
be spending less. I also would 
like to see less burdensome 
mandates on small and 
medium businesses that 
make the state less competi-
tive in many areas of busi-
ness. I believe the free mar-
ket is better regulation as 
consumers have a very pow-
erful voice with social media 
more so than ever before.”

Both candidates said 
the pandemic has affected 
the way they are campaign-
ing.

Chabot said he is cam-
paigning online and did not 
seek public funding because 
“there is too much money in 
elections.”

Slap said the pandemic 
has led him to spend more 
time on the phone and 
responding to emails “and 
helping constituents get the 
assistance they need.” 

“Traditional phone 
banking and door knocking 
is still important but my first 
priority is helping families 
during this difficult time,” he 
said.

Chabot said issues such 
as the Black Lives Matter 
movement and the presiden-
tial election have also affect-
ed his campaign.

“Many more people are 
unwilling to listen or consid-
er my position to being a 
Republican than my last 
campaign,” he said. “I do not 
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CANTON – The 
Canton Planning and 
Zoning Commission’s pub-
lic hearing for a proposed 
multi-faceted develop-
ment on the Simsbury-
Canton town line has been 
delayed to later this month.  

The proposal at 9-15 
Albany Turnpike includes 
plans for a two-story elec-
tric vehicle showroom 
with a service component 
and public display and a 
gas station/store with 20 
pumps, as well as an ice 
cream shop, coffee shop, 
sandwich shop, outdoor 
seating area and drive 
through components.  

A site plan and special 
exception application field 
by Solli Engineering on 
behalf of 9-15 Albany 
Turnpike, LLC, was to be 
the subject of a Sept. 16 
hearing, as noted in the 

previous edition of The 
Valley Press. However, 
town officials said some 
revisions in the application 
necessitated a new legal 
notice, pushing back the 
date. 

The hearing is antici-
pated to take place at 7 
p.m. Oct. 21.  

The exact agenda for 
that meeting will be posted 
on the town of Canton’s 
web site at http://townof-
cantonct.org/agen-
das-minutes-meetings 
later this month. Agendas, 
as well as meeting packets, 
can be found in the drop-
down menus on that page.  

Those who missed the 
original story about the 
development proposal can 
view it at https://www.val-
leypressextra.com 

 
- John Fitts

Development hearing 
delayed to Oct. 21

agree with many stances 
national Republicans have 
taken but feel they are more 
in line with them than the 
Democratic party. I feel there 
should be more than two 
parties as most people don’t 
really align with either party 
that well. Since it is a presi-
dential election there will be 
more voters who only focus 
on the national issues and 
will not look into local candi-
dates as closely as they 
should.”

In a nod to the current 
political climate, Slap said 
people are “desperate for a 
return to civility in their poli-
tics and for elected leaders 
who understand what a piv-
otal time this is for not only 
our nation, but for 
Connecticut as well. This 
nation is dealing with a pan-
demic and a long overdue 
reckoning of racial inequali-
ty. Now is not the time for 
silence or to pretend that the 
decisions and messages 
coming from the White 
House don’t matter. I share 
my constituents’ concerns 
for our future but I’m also 
confident that we will turn 
empathy into action, that 
science will win out over 

scare tactics, and that the 
Black Lives Matter move-
ment will continue to 
strengthen our communi-
ties.”

17th House District
One of the most intrigu-

ing House races is the 
rematch between incum-
bent Republican Leslee Hill 
and Democrat Eleni Kavros 
DeGraw. 

Hill, an attorney, defeat-
ed Kavros DeGraw, a giving 
team coordinator for 
Foodshare, in 2018 by 119 
votes out of nearly 12,500 
that were cast.

The district has tradi-
tionally leaned Republican 
for years, but shifting demo-
graphics , social movements 
such as Black Lives Matter 
reaching the suburbs, and a 
re-energized Democratic 
Party in Avon and Canton, 
have made the race for the 
seat more competitive.

Hill, a former Canton 
First Selectman and Board of 
Education chair who is fin-
ishing her first term in the 
General Assembly, said there 
is a lot of work left to do at 
the state Capitol.

“After my first term in 
office, I have experienced 

how critical it is to for our 
communities to have repre-
sentation at the Capitol that 
knows first-hand how our 
small towns and local 
schools are impacted by pro-
posed legislation that is all 
too often ‘one size fits all,’” 
she said. “I believe Canton 
and Avon should continue to 
have representation that 
understands and respects 
that we are a community of 
diverse opinions, priorities, 
and needs. I have experience 
listening to these many 
interests and bringing a bal-
anced approach to deci-
sion-making.”

She says the fallout 
from the pandemic is the No. 
1 pressing issue facing the 
state.

“We are dealing with 
ongoing serious health con-
cerns, including the extreme 
toll on our most vulnerable 
nursing home residents,” she 
said. “We also need to 
address the mental health 
impacts from ongoing isola-
tion, job loss, substance 
abuse, and domestic vio-
lence. In education, we are 
seeing the toll on our stu-
dents, their families, and 
educators. Students with 
special needs are losing 
important ground as their 

education plans cannot be 
fully implemented with 
remote learning. We will be 
dealing with the fiscal 
impact of COVID-19 on our 
state’s economy for years to 
come. 

“The virus, compound-
ed with the implementation 
of $1.9 billion in new or 
increased taxes, which I 
voted against, is having a 
crippling impact on the 
state’s economy and small 
businesses. Challenging 
decisions will need to be 
made in the next session to 
help our business communi-
ty recover, resurrect vital job 
growth, sustain a safety net 
for our residents in need, 
and also address the state’s 
mounting budget deficits, 
significant long-term debt, 
and the state employee and 
teacher pension deficits.”

Hill says she has five key 
priorities if she wins another 
term: “I will fight tax increas-
es, advocate for smart, trans-
parent budget policy to 
reduce spending and priori-
tize needs, work for local 
control of safe, healthy pub-
lic schools; support law 
enforcement and first 
responders to help keep our 
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communities safe for all, and 
continue helping my constit-
uents manage the impact of 
COVID-19 on their lives and 
communities.”

The pandemic has cur-
tailed some of her campaign-
ing, “but traditional methods 
are still possible,” she said.

“I am focusing on getting 
my message out by distribut-
ing literature and meeting 
voters while social distanc-
ing, using social media, Zoom 
meetings, phone calling, and 
mail,” she said. “The biggest 
challenge due to COVID-19 is 
time. The legislature is usual-
ly very quiet in an election 
year after the regular session 
ends in early May, but not this 
year. Every day, I am helping 
constituents deal with state 
agencies, such as the 
Department of Labor and 
Department of Public Health, 
responding to concerns 
about the impacts of COVID-
19 on their health, businesses, 
schools, and families, and get-
ting important information 
out to my constituents. This 
work is my priority.”

Kavros DeGraw, mean-
while, said she is running 
because she came so close in 
2018 and there is a lot of work 
to be done, which the pan-
demic exposed.

“The pandemic is a crisis 
and also an opportunity in a 
lot of ways,” she said. “It 
exposed so many systems are 
not working and how much 

work we have to do to take 
the state and move it for-
ward.”

She cited the antiquated 
unemployment system, 
which runs on, for tech peo-
ple, the ancient coding sys-
tem Cobalt, which wasn’t 
built to handle the deluge of 
claims wrought by COVID-
19.

“I’m a ‘build-a-better-
mousetrap’ person,” she said. 
“I see something and say, yes, 
it might be working, but how 
can we do it better? That 
would be my approach to 
how things run in the state. 
Once I’m on committees, I’ll 
look to make them more effi-
cient, get rid programs that 
are not working and replace 
them with programs [that 
are] even better.” 

Kavros DeGraw also 
said she wants to be an advo-
cate for green jobs, not only 
for the environment, but also 
to attract and retain young, 
residents.

“Connecticut used to 
lead nation in green jobs, and 
we should be doing it now,” 
she said, adding one way 
would be to forgive debt for 
graduates of state universities 
who remain in the state and 
work in green and tech jobs. 
Improving the environment 
is key, she said, noting all the 
work to make a strong econo-
my doesn’t mean anything if 
the planet is uninhabitable.

“Not of it matters if we 
can’t live here,” she said. “With 

good environmental policies 
and new technologies, we’ll 
be able to mitigate climate 
change and the climate crisis 
we find ourselves in.”

While she has done less 
door-knocking (done with 
social distancing and masks), 
Kavros DeGraw said she is 
running a spirited campaign 
on social media as well as 
through phone banking. She 
is also active in community 
projects, social media cam-
paigns and non-profits.

Kavros DeGraw said 
that Hill ran as a moderate in 
2018, but voted with her 
Republican counterparts 
96% of the time.

“Many constituents 
found that surprising,” she 
said. “I don’t plan to vote 
entirely with my party. I am a 
much more common-sense 
gun person. We have the 2nd 
Amendment, which serves 
for people protect themselves 
by arming themselves. But 
you have to be conscious 
about Mrs. Hill, who voted 
against the ban on ghost 
guns. Those guns are unseri-
alized weapons, that can be 
printed in someone’s base-
ment. It makes the entire 
community less safe, and less 
safe for law enforcement.”

(Hill contends the law 
had issues with constitution-
ality and enforcement).

In addition, Kavros 
DeGraw said she doesn’t 
believe Hill shares the same 
view on the environment and 

climate change, noting Hill 
voted against teaching cli-
mate change in schools.

“But I prefer to talk 
about what I am running for 
and what I am doing, not a 
negative campaign. There are 
some things she and I differ 
on. It is upsetting with the 
Republican Party. They com-
plain there’s not a great bud-
get, but they just propose 
bonding or kick the can 
down the road, or raiding the 
rainy-day fund. It’s tough to 
listen to that.”

Kavros DeGraw said the 
recent social unrest has 
affected the issues people 
bring up to her while cam-
paigning.

“It has in terms of them 
bringing up different topics 
we didn’t talk about 2018,” 
she said. “Fewer people were 
comfortable talking about 
Black Lives Matter in 2018.”

But, she said, it’s a false a 
narrative to say if you sup-
port Black Lives Matter, you 
can’t support law enforce-
ment and other first respond-
ers.  

“I hope we can tear that 
false narrative down,” she 
said, adding people want 
good police officers who do 
not cause significant harm to 
people of color. “Regardless 
what you are for or against, I 
am grateful people are active-
ly engaged in the discussions 
that affect their lives and 
their neighbors and friends 
lives.”

21st District
Democratic incumbent 

Mike Demicco is looking for 
his fifth term representing 
the 21st District (which is 
composed of most of 
Farmington) at the state 
Capitol and is squaring off 
against Farmington resident 
John Brockelman, who is run-
ning for state office for the 
first time.

Demicco said he is run-
ning for office with the simple 
notion that serving in public 
office “is to make peoples’ 
lives better.”

He says his record fol-
lows through on that credo.

“We have maintained 
state aid to towns and 
schools, protected the envi-
ronment and promoted 
renewable energy, increased 
access to behavioral health 
and addiction services, 
improved accessibility for 
those with disabilities, 
increased educational oppor-
tunities and workforce devel-
opment, enhanced tax 
exemptions for seniors, 
expanded insurance cover-
age for women, and main-
tained the social service safe-
ty net – all while balancing 
the state budget and building 
up the ‘rainy day’ fund to 
record levels,” he said.

Still, he says there is 
work to be done.

“I would be honored to 
continue representing 
Farmington and Unionville 
with compassion, fairness, 

and integrity,” he said.
He said the pandemic 

and the ancillary challenges it 
poses are the No. 1 issues 
facing the state.

“We must ensure that 
our businesses, industries, 
schools, restaurants, health 
providers, police, firefighters, 
courts, government agencies, 
etc., have the resources they 
need to operate safely and 
efficiently,” he said. “At the 
same time, we must continue 
working to achieve social jus-
tice and the equal protection 
of every person’s rights, as 
well as safe and accessible 
voting opportunities for all.  
Municipal budgets, and the 
state budget, will be strained, 
and will require all of us to be 
thoughtful and patient in our 
approach to these problems.  
I look forward to keeping our 
residents informed, connect-
ed, and protected.”

A tireless doorknocker 
during normal campaign 
years, Demicco said he still 
has gone door-to-door while 
social distancing but has cur-
tailed that some in favor of a 
greater social media pres-
ence, increased telephone 
calls and more direct mail-
ings.

He said recent social 
movements such as Black 
Lives Matter have given rise 
to numerous conversations, 
as well as state and local con-
cerns.
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“My approach remains 
the same:  listening to, engag-
ing with, and learning from 
my constituents,” he said.

Brockelman, who is the 
director of sales for the Ames 
companies, is serving his 
third term on the Farmington 
Zoning Board of Appeals.

He said he was 
approached by Republican 
leaders to run against 
Demicco this year.

The pandemic has pre-
vented him from doing as 
much in-person campaign-
ing as he has while running 
for the ZBA, but “it’s going 
well” running a mostly 
“word-of-mouth” campaign.

Brockelman cites the 
state budget and the budget 
deficit as the top concerns 
facing the state.

“It was ignored by our 
prior and current governors 
and it hasn’t been addressed 
by our current state repre-
sentative,” Brockelman said. 
“We need to get realistic 
about spending, and on cut-
ting spending. We do not 
have a revenue problem. We 
have a spending problem.”

Brockelman said 
Connecticut is “antibusiness” 
and needs to make itself 

more attractive to compa-
nies.

He cited New Jersey 
passing a wealth tax to close 
its budget as an opportunity 
for Connecticut to attract 
some businesses and resi-
dents to the state.

“We need to work a dual 
strategy of protecting what 
we have and try to get more 
businesses coming to the 
state,” he said. “But it does go 
back to we have a huge defi-
cit and nobody is currently 
addressing it.”

One area worth looking 
at is generous compensation 
packages for new state 
employees, Brockelman said. 

“Even state representa-
tives getting things like mile-
age credited toward their 
pension, it’s ridiculous,” he 
said. 

Brockelman added that 
he would not be a “rubber 
stamp” for the governor, and 
will “work for Farmington, 
not for Hartford.”

He says his business 
background is a major 
strength.

“I’ve worked in the pri-
vate sector my whole life; I 
haven’t had a government 
job before,” he said. “I deal 
with a lot of small businesses; 
they’re the backbone of the 

state and the country.”
Brockelman added that, 

as a resident of Farmington 
for more than 25 years, hav-
ing raised children in town 
and coached youth sports, 
and being an active member 
of the community, he is 
well-positioned to represent 
the town.

“One person may not 
make a difference, but a 
whole group of people can 
make a difference,” he said. 
“Connecticut was slipping 
before the pandemic. We 
need some positive change 
for Connecticut.”

19th House District
Tammy Exum is run-

ning unopposed in the 19th 
House District, which 
includes portions of West 
Hartford, Avon and 
Farmington, after winning a 
special election to fill the seat 
vacate by Derek Slap in 2019. 

Exum, who has previ-
ously served on the West 
Hartford Board of Education, 
said she is running for 
re-election because it “is a 
critical time for our state.”

“When we go into ses-
sion in January 2021, we will 
have many issues to tackle, 
including job recovery relat-

ed to the pandemic, health 
care, education, and address-
ing systemic inequality. I 
believe my collaborative, 
empathetic, and pragmatic 
leadership style will be effec-
tive as I advocate for 19th 
District residents. In addi-
tion, I had an unconventional 
first term, between entering 
the legislative session late via 
a special election and the 
premature ending of the ses-
sion due to COVID-19. I look 
forward to hopefully experi-
encing a more ‘typical’ sec-
ond term.”

She said education, the 
state budget and health care 
are the three most important 
issues facing Connecticut in 
the upcoming session.

The message she drives 
home to residents in her dis-
trict and beyond is to vote.

“Remember, your vote is 

your voice,” she said. 
“Whether you choose to vote 
by absentee ballot or in-per-
son, please make your voice 
heard this election by voting 
by Nov. 3.”

16th House District
Simsbury Democrat 

John Hampton is running 
unopposed for the 16th 
House District seat. 
Hampton, a nonprofit strate-
gist, said he’s energized and 
looking forward to serving 
another two-year team in the 
House. It will be his fourth 
term. 

“I love the job, I was 
born and raised here in 
Simsbury. It’s been a gift and 
a blessing to be a voice for 
residents in Hartford. Now 
more than ever with the pan-
demic, the state needs good 
leadership.”

Like every candidate, 
Hampton said the biggest 
challenge facing the state is 
the state budget, which is 
billions of dollars in the red. 
In addition, he said he would 
continue to advocate on 
behalf of people with intellec-
tual and developmental dis-
abilities, as well as senior res-
idents, as well as being a 
steward for the environment.

Despite running unop-
posed, Hampton said he is 
“not taking anything for 
granted,” staying as visible as 
possible given the restric-
tions of holding events and 
knocking on doors.

“We’re taking smart 
safer approach to the cam-
paign,” he said. “I am grateful 
that perhaps being unop-
posed shows I’ve delivered for 
the district and worked in a 
bipartisan manner. … I don’t 

POLITICS      from page 12
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Elder
Security
by Stephen O. Allaire
and Halley C. Allaire

When Your Estate Plan 
Needs Changing

As you go through life you need to change your estate plan to 
account for the changes in your age, your wealth, your health, and 
your marital and family status.

An unmarried young adult without a spouse or children or 
much money can get by with a power of attorney, living will and 
HIPAA form so that parents, or siblings or other trusted person can 
handle financial affairs and medical decisions if that young adult has 
an unlikely incapacitating illness. 

 When that young person gets married and has children, a will 
and trust is advisable in case of the unlikely event of both spouses 
dying in an accident. That way the young couple can specify in their 
wills who will be the physical guardians for their young children. The 
person you want to raise the children with love and care may be dif-
ferent from the one you want to wisely handle money.

As people enter middle age, and their children have grown 
into adults, the concern shifts toward themselves. In case a parent 
acquires a serious medical condition, it is absolutely necessary to 
have a power of attorney, living will, and perhaps a revocable trust so 
assets can be handled if both spouses are alive, but one is incapaci-
tated. In addition, they may have accumulated more wealth (what’s 
left after paying for the children’s education) and may want to allo-
cate some to children and some to their spouse in case of death. It 
all depends on the amount of assets and the health of both spouses.

 When aging into their 60’s and 70’s and older, health risks 
increase, and that is the time to do serious planning in case one 
spouse is at risk of needing long term care. In that case estate plan-
ning should include a power of attorney that will allow transfers 
between the spouses, so that if one does need care, the assets can 
be transferred to the healthy spouse and protected. There is no five 
year wait for the transfers between spouses. The power of attorney 
should have terms, that allow IRA’s to be transferred by a court order 
to the healthy spouse, without paying income tax, and then get state 
or federal programs to help pay for long term care at home or in a 
skilled nursing facility. This age group may also need a will with a 
trust inside it that will substantially protect the assets if the healthy 
spouse should die before a sick spouse who needs care. 

Moving into their later years, people have higher risks of need-
ing long term care, so it is vitally important for them to consider irre-
vocable trusts, together with wills, power of attorney and living wills, 
so that assets can be protected in case dementia, or physical illness, 
or a fall results in a need for care. These stages of life do require differ-
ent strategies and different estate plans. Those plans must be done 
before sudden incapacity or death prevents future planning.

A dramatic example is a couple who both ended up in a nurs-
ing home, never to leave. The family knew the husband had cancer 
and would die soon. Fortunately, he was of sound mind and a special 
will with a trust inside it was done. They had several hundred thou-
sand dollars of life’s saving. The husband did the will with the trust 
inside it and he died about a month later. His wife lived for many 
more years, but she could then qualify for Medicaid and only had 
to pay one third of the trust income to the nursing home. The other 
two thirds of income and all of the trust assets went to the children. 
That was only possible because the couple still had their wits about 
them, and the husband could sign the will. If he couldn’t, it would 
have been too late. 

As life goes on, and children and grandchildren come, wealth 
increases and health issues become more likely, so it is important 
to revisit estate plans and do what will serve you and your family 
the best. 

Attorney Stephen O. Allaire and Attorney Halley C. Allaire are partners 
in the law firm of Allaire Elder Law, members of the National Academy of El-
der Law Attorneys, Inc., with offices at 271 Farmington Avenue, Bristol, (860) 
259-1500, or on the web at www.allaireelderlaw.com.  If you have a question, 
send a written note to either Attorney at Allaire Elder Law, LLC, 271 Farmington 
Avenue, Bristol, CT  06010, and they may use your question in a future column.

ALLAIRE ELDER LAW
271 FARMINGTON AVE., BRISTOL, CT 06010

860-259-1500
WWW.ALLAIREELDERLAW.COM

With much excitement 
and weathering some unfore-
seen delays, Collinsville Bank, 
once known as Collinsville 
Savings Society, opened its 
doors for the very first time in 
Farmington Feb. 27 after ser-
vicing the communities of 
Collinsville, Canton and 
neighboring towns for over 
167 years. 

The move brought experi-
ence in retail and commercial 
banking as well as consumer 
and commercial lending, cash 
management services and 
impeccable customer service. 

For three weeks the bank 
was welcomed by new and 
existing customers into the 
community as it waited to 
celebrate a Grand Opening in 
March.  

Unfortunately, Collinsville 
Bank would need to close its 
doors for more than three 
months due to the pandemic.  
The bank was not alone as the 
nation came to a halt.  Though 
our doors were closed, we 
continued to service custom-
ers using all resources that we 
could in delivering the service 
that Collinsville Bank is so 
noted for with little to no dis-
ruption to their everyday 
banking needs.   

On Wednesday Sept. 9, 
the bank finally made its pres-
ence in Farmington official 
with a very small and intimate 
gathering for our Ribbon 
Cutting. It gave us great plea-
sure to have amongst our 
guests, representation from 
three local non-profit organi-
zations that are instrumental 

to the Farmington commu-
nity.  The representatives 
each were presented with a 
check in the amount of 
$1,000. These organizations 
were The Farmington Land 
Trust, The Farmington 
Community Chest and 
Services for the Elderly of 
Farmington.   

Today the doors are 
opened and employees are 
welcoming new neighbors in 
Farmington and surround-
ing towns to visit as they try 
to get used to our new nor-
mal by installing social dis-
tancing markers, and the 
wearing of masks.  

Visit the bank in Post 
Office Square, 186 Main St., 
Farmington, CT 06032 or at  
www.collinsvillebank.com.  	

Collinsville Bank celebrates its Farmington location

Members of the board of directors, from left are Kathleen Byko, Donna Spescia, Everett Newell, 
Gary Roman, Raimie Weber, Charles Joseph, Jr. and Elisabeth Kandrysawtz.

Courtesy Photo 

z  Community News

By Colleen Knapp

WEATOGUE – Every 
spring and fall for over 20 
years, local families in the 
know have flocked to Latimer 
Lane School for the All-4-Kids 
consignment sale. This fall 
feels a little (or a lot) different 
for everyone, and now more 
than ever, families may be 
looking to get the most for 
their money. Fans of the sale 

will be happy to know that, 
after a spring hiatus due to 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
All-4-Kids is back. From 
Sunday, Oct. 11 to Saturday, 
October 17, the sale will be 
held in an online pop-up store, 
offering customers a safe and 
convenient shopping experi-
ence. For pennies on the dollar, 
shoppers will find new and 
gently used brand-name cloth-
ing (newborn to size 16, plus 

maternity), shoes, toys, books, 
sporting goods and more, all 
while supporting the school 
PTO’s largest fundraiser. 
Normally occurring over the 
course of a single day, the new 
online sale gives shoppers an 
entire week to snag the sea-
son’s best finds from the safety 
and comfort of home. For a 
$5.00 donation, customers can 
enjoy the Early Bird Presale on 
Sunday, October 11. On 

Saturday, October 17, items 
will sell for half-price. Buyers 
may pick up their purchases 
via a contactless drive-through 
at the Latimer Lane School on 
Sunday, October 25, between 
9 a.m. and 3 p.m. Sale volun-
teers will be masked and 
gloved for customers’ safety. 

For more information visit 
www.llall4kids.com. Like us on 
FB at https://www.facebook.
com/

All-4-Kids: Going online but still going all out
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18 Colonial Rd., Canton, CT  •  www.subsanserv.com

Call today and receive $10.00 off your cleaning • 860-673-3078 • 860-693-2737

Suburban 
Sanitation Service

This year has been trying 
on everyone. Families are 
home now more than ever.

A reminder: This year is the time to
clean your septic tank.

Since 1955 our family has been providing prompt 
and courteous service for all your septic needs.

Septic Tank Cleaning • Real Estate Inspections • Portable Restrooms

z  Community News

	 Simsbury’s six fire sta-
tions and the Frank Bradley 
Memorial will be illuminated 
with red lights for a week for 
“Light the Night for Fallen 
Firefighters,” beginning 
Sunday, September 27, as a 
part of National Fallen 
Firefighters Memorial 
Weekend. 

	 The official national trib-
ute to those firefighters who 
died in the line of duty during 
the previous year is spon-
sored by the National Fallen 
Firefighters Foundation. 

	 “The Simsbury 
Volunteer Fire Company and 
Simsbury Fire District are 
proud to join the local com-
munities and the nation in 
remembering those firefight-
ers who lost their lives in the 
line of duty. We also take 
time to remember our own 
Simsbury volunteer, Lt. 
Richard Kelleher, who died 
while fighting a fire at the 
Knights of Columbus Hall on 
November 6, 1981,” said Fire 
Chief James Baldis. 

	 Simsbury’s only line-of-
duty death occurred when 
Kelleher died fighting a struc-
ture fire at the Knights of 
Columbus Hall, on the north 
side of the St. Mary’s Church 
property on Hopmeadow St. 
The fire started just after 
midnight. According to an 
article in the Hartford 
Courant, Kelleher was on the 
second floor of the building 

pulling hoses when the fire 
grew enough for Fire Chief 
Charles Behrens to order the 
evacuation of the building. 
Kelleher was one of the 11 
firefighters to leave the build-
ing. He collapsed outside and 
was pronounced dead at John 
Dempsey Hospital. He was 37 
years old. The fire company’s 
annual scholarship was estab-
lished in 1983 in his honor. 

	 The Frank Bradley 
Memorial is named after the 
Simsbury Volunteer Fire 
Company’s first member to 
die.  Frank Bradley was one of 
17 men who volunteered to 
form the Fire Company in 
1944 when Ensign-Bickford 
Industries notified the town 
they no longer had the 
resources to provide fire pro-
tection. Just seven days after 
its founding, Frank Bradley 
and his family went to the cir-
cus. Bradley and his wife, 
Helen, died in the Hartford 
circus fire.  Their two young 
daughters survived and were 
raised by Dr. Owen Murphy. 

The fire stations which 
will be illuminated are Main 
station, 871 Hopmeadow St; 
West Simsbury station, 235 
Farms Village Road; Bushy Hill 
station, 345 Bushy Hill Road; 
Weatogue station, 251 
Hopmeadow St; Firetown sta-
tion, 344 Firetown Road; and 
Tariffville station, 7 Church St. 
The Frank Bradley Memorial 
is in front of the Main station.  

‘Light the Night for Fallen Firefighters’

Matt Pierce-Bristol is placing red lights in front of Main station for “Light 
the Night for Fallen Firefighters.” The lights will be on at all Simsbury fire 
stations from dusk to dawn for a week beginning Sunday, Sept. 27. 

Photograph by James Baldis

SIMSBURY – Fourth-
grader Lucas Raymond has 
participated in 5Ks since he 
was five years old and he isn’t 
letting the pandemic slow his 
efforts to run for the benefit 
of penguins. 

Like most other major 
events, Mystic Aquarium’s 
Run, Walk or Waddle for the 
Penguins was modified for 
2020, but Raymond partici-
pated virtually for a cause he 
believes in.

“The African Penguins are 
endangered so I want to help 
them,” said Raymond, a resi-
dent of Simsbury and stu-
dent at Squadron Line. 

On his fundraising page, 
he elaborated, “Mystic 
Aquarium is helping the pen-
guins through research and 
sends people to Africa to 
help keep their habitat down 
there safe for the wild pen-
guins. They also help care for 
penguins that might be 
injured or sick. Please help 
me raise money so Mystic 
Aquarium can keep helping 
the penguins survive.” 

Lucas has family that lives 
near the aquarium and the 
trips there have helped pro-
pel a dream to be a marine 

biologist. He especially loves 
penguins and has participat-
ed in this race for the past 
few years. 

Of course, it’s normally a 
festive affair that incorpo-
rates aquarium activities, 
but on the bright side, Lucas 
has surpassed the $550 he 
raised last year. 

He recently completed a 
“virtual, ” but very real 5K – 
with a time of 34:10 – with 
his 16-year-old brother 
Andrew, also an avid runner 
and member of the Simsbury 
High School Cross Country 
team. 

In addition, Lucas has 
been collecting returnable 
cans and selling homemade 
penguin shaped dog bis-
cuits, with ingredients 

donated by Cake Gypsy, to 
help the effort. 

“My husband [Mark] 
and I have always tried to 
encourage our kids to give 
back and help others when-
ever possible, even the 
feathered ones, so we are 
proud of Lucas,” said his 
mom Denise Raymond. “He 
has found a wonderful cause 
that he is passionate about 
and I love watching him 
come up with the ideas of 
how he can raise money to 
help and then putting them 
into action.” 

The public can also help 
the effort through Oct. 10 via 
https://runsignup.com/
lucasraymond9

– John Fitts

Local youth continues to raise funds for penguins 

Lucas Raymond runs in the 
2019 event.

Lucas Raymond during a past 
visit to Mystic Aquarium. 

Lucas Raymond completes the 2020 5K with his brother Andrew. 
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FLEA MARKET
At the Crossing

Plainville, CT - 105 E. Main St.
Open Saturday & Sunday 9-4
www.plainvillefleamarket.com

BUY • SELL • TRADE

FREE
ADMISSION

• Something for Everyone!
• Shop where the dealers shop
• Like taking a walk down memory lane

For Vendor Info Call
(860) 793-6991

SERVING CENTRAL CONNECTICUT SINCE 1999

Antiques     Jewelry
Furniture   Collectibles
Coins         Old Tools

Consignment Sale at 
Latimer Lane School

Latimer Lane School’s All-
4-Kids consignment sale will 
be held online from Sunday, 
October 11 to Saturday, Oct. 
17. Shop the Early Bird Presale 
on Oct. 11 for a $5.00 dona-
tion. Items will be half-price 
on Saturday, Oct. 17. 
Contactless drive-through 
pickup at Latimer Lane School 
on Sunday, Oct. 25, 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. For more information 
visit www.llall4kids.com.

Pumpkin Patch at 
Avon Memorial  
UM Church 

The pumpkins have 
arrived. Memorial United 
Methodist Church of Avon is 
hosting their 16th annual 
Pumpkin Patch Oct. 1-31 
daily from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Pumpkins of all sizes are avail-
able. Pricing according to size. 
Pumpkins are arranged in a 
large area to allow for careful 
social distancing while visiting 

and shopping with your fami-
ly or friends. For checkout, 
plexiglass shields separate 
customers from volunteer 
staff.  Please wear your masks 
while at the Patch. And don’t 
forget to pick up a loaf or two 
of our famous fresh baked 
pumpkin breads with a vari-
ety of special ingredients.  
Proceeds benefit the church’s 
ministries and missions. 867 
West Avon Road, Avon.

AFPL Children’s 
Room opening

AFPL’s Children’s Room is 
now taking appointments! 
Call 860-673-9712 x211 to 
schedule your 20 minute 
browsing appointment. Bring 
your physical library card. 
Wear your mask. Follow social 
distancing guidelines. Toys 
and seating are not available. 
This appointment is for 
browsing and check-outs 
only! We request that each 
appointment be limited to 3 
visitors.

Online holiday 
cooking classes

The Avon Free Public 
Library will be presenting an 
online cooking class called 
Healthy Holiday Cooking on 
Saturday, Nov. 14 at 2 p.m.

In this class, you will learn 
ways to make some of our tra-
ditional meals lighter.

Presented by Colin 
McCullough  teaches private 
and public cooking classes 
throughout New England and 
will share his experience and 
recipes with people who want 
to incorporate more whole-
food, plant-based meals for 
health, compassion and the 
environment. Colin is the 
author of “The Healthy Vegan 
Cookbook” and most recently 
“Smoothies That Taste Like 
Dessert.”

Other programs in this 
series:

Saturday, Jan. 16 at 2:00 
p.m.: Healthy and Delicious 
Soups

Thursday, Feb. 11 at 6:30 
p.m.: Healthy and Decadent 
Desserts

Note: Registration 
required. This program will be 
presented online through 
Zoom. Please register and a 
Zoom link will be sent to you 
before the event. For more 
information or to register, 
please visit www.avonctli-
brary.info or call the library at 
860.673.9712, ext 4.

Selected Avon 
Library Programs:

For information and regis-
tration links, visit https://
www.avonctlibrary.info/
events/ Most programs 
require preregistration 

Pre-register and Zoom 
link will be sent to you before 
the event.

• Monday, Oct. 5 at 7 
p.m.via Zoom: Marco Polo: 
the Silk Road & China: the UN 
in Action

• Tuesday, Oct. 6 at 1 p.m. 
via Zoom: White-tailed Deer 
in Connecticut. 

• Friday, October 9 at 2:00 
p.m. via Zoom: Hoots, 
Screeches and Eerie Eyes-Owls 
in our Midst!

Fall continuing 
education calendar

Farmington Continuing 
Education is committed to 
keeping everyone Active, 
Engaged and ready to master 
new Skills during this pandem-
ic. Our fall 2020 catalog has 
been released and is full of 
many fun and educational 
enrichment class offerings for 
adults, youth and families. 
Classes include conversational 
English, fitness, languages, arts/
crafts, financial, career devel-
opment, SAT Prep, drivers Ed, 
teen writing, cursive writing, 
sign language and more.

If you are not ready to join 
back to in-person classes, 
there are plenty of offerings 
available online. Also available 
are Adult Basic Education 
classes for high school com-
pletion (GED, CDP, NEDP), 
Citizenship and ESL (daytime 
& evening). These classes are 
for residents of Farmington, 
Unionville, Burlington, 
Harwinton, Canton, 
Collinsville, Avon. Register 
ONLINE at www.fpsct.org/fce 
or call 860-404-0290.

Halloween in 
Simsbury

The Simsbury Chamber of 
Commerce, Simsbury 
Meadows Performing Arts 
Center and Town of Simsbury 
invite you to celebrate 
Halloween at the Spooktacular 
Drive-Thru Celebration on 
Oct. 18. Pre-registration is 
required and available to 
Simsbury residents only. 
Register at:

https://simsburyct.myrec.
com/info/activities/program_
details.aspx?Program-
ID=28861#activities

Attendees may register for 
one of three available groups. 
You will register for a time slot 
during registration. Families 
will collect treats during the 

Drive-Thru which will start on 
Iron Horse Blvd and end at 
Simsbury Meadows 
Performing Arts Center where 
there will be food trucks, 
entertainment and activities 
for the family! Please bring 
blankets/chairs for seating in 
socially distant circles on the 
field. 

Attendees are encouraged 
to dress up and decorate their 
cars for a chance to win a 
prize for most creative.

Blood drives
Red Cross blood donors 

have new opportunity to help 
patients fighting COVID-19

Donors needed this fall to 
maintain blood supply amid 
ongoing pandemic

Plasma from whole blood 
donations made through the 
American Red Cross that test 
positive for COVID-19 anti-
bodies may now help current 
coronavirus patients in need 
of convalescent plasma trans-
fusions. The Red Cross 
encourages eligible individu-
als to schedule an appoint-
ment, download the free 
Blood Donor App, visit 
RedCrossBlood.org, call 
1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-
733-2767) or enable the Blood 
Donor Skill on any Alexa Echo 

z  Community Happenings 

Canton Senior & Social 
Services is hosting its annual 
Holiday Gift Giving program 
and is looking for sponsors 
who would be willing to give a 
little extra to families in need 
during the holidays. Past 
sponsors have included local 
churches, businesses, individ-
uals, families, and community 
organizations.

This Holiday season will 
be particularly challenging 
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. This year, we are asking 
that all donations to the pro-
gram be made in the form of 
gift cards. Donations will be 
accepted until Friday Dec. 11, 
and can be mailed to our 
office at 40 Dyer Ave. or left in 
our Dropbox affixed to the 

outside wall just outside the 
Senior & Social Services dou-
ble glass doors entrance. 
Please know that any and all 
donations will be greatly 
appreciated.

If you are interested in 
being sponsored or sponsor-
ing a family, contact the office 
at 860-693-5811 by Friday, 
Dec. 4. 

Canton department seeking sponsors for families in need 

Let us help 
grow profits
with the right 
advertising

Call Patty Ewert today! 
(860) 264-5658
patty@turleyct.com

Valley
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More outstanding cardiac care.
Right in your neighborhood.

Aneesh V.  
Tolat, MD, FACC, FHRS 
Cardiac Electrophysiology

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 
85 Jefferson Street, Hartford
420 Saybrook Road, Middletown
65 Memorial Road, West Hartford
256 North Main Street, Manchester
860.972.1506 

EXPERTISE IN: 
■ Arrhythmogenic Cardiomyopathy
■ Atrial Fibrillation
■ Cardiac Resynchronization Therapy
■ Complex Atrial Arrhythmias
■ Congestive Heart Failure
■ Implantable Cardioverter Defibrillators
■ Pacemakers
■ Ventricular Tachycardia Ablation 

Visit HartfordHealthCareMedicalGroup.org/Safe to learn more about how 
we’re keeping you SAFE during appointments.

14498_hvi new doc ad_6.2x6_Tolat_kie.indd   1 7/15/20   9:19 AM

device. 
Upcoming blood dona-

tion opportunities:
Avon:
Oct 2, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., 

Valley Community Baptist 
Church, 590 West Avon Road

Farmington: 
Oct. 10, 6:30 to 11:30 a.m., 

American Red Cross Blood 
Services, 209 Farmington Ave

Oct. 14, 12:30 to 5:30 p.m., 
American Red Cross Blood 
Services, 209 Farmington Ave

Oct. 14, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
American Red Cross Blood 
Services, 209 Farmington Ave. 

Oct. 7, 12:30 to 5:30 p.m., 
American Red Cross Blood 
Services, 209 Farmington Ave

Oct. 7, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
American Red Cross Blood 
Services, 209 Farmington Ave. 

Understanding your 
Medicare benefits 

and options
This informational presen-

tation is intended for folks 
who are new to the Medicare 
Program, who are collecting 
Social Security Disability and 
now eligible for Medicare, or 
for individuals who are about 
to turn 65 years of age. 

Presented by NAMI 
Connecticut, the North 
Central Area Agency on 
Aging, The seminar will be 
held Thursday, October 1 at 5 
p.m. Call 860.479.NAMI  
(6264) to register.

Simsbury’s VFW and 
American Legion 
announce early plans 
for Veterans Day

Simsbury’s Metacomet 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
1926 and American Legion 
Post 84 announce the events 

for Veterans Day, Wednesday, 
Nov. 11 at 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
All military veterans, their 
families and the public are 
warmly invited to attend. Due 
to Covid 19 restrictions, these 
events are altered from previ-
ous years in order to accom-
modate social distancing and 
state rules for outside gather-
ings.

Veterans Day, formerly 
known as Armistice Day, was 
founded in honor of the sign-
ing of the agreement to end 
the fighting along the western 
front during WWI. The sign-
ing of the agreement occurred 
in Paris on November 11, 
1918 at 11:00a.m. Traditionally 
Veterans Day is a time to 
thank current veterans and 
remember those who have 
gone before as patriots for 
our freedom. Therefore, the 
public is invited to the 

Simsbury Veterans Memorial, 
at the entrance to the 
Simsbury Library, for a 
moment of silence at exactly 
11:00am.

Later that day, at 4 p.m., 
the public is invited to the 
front lawn of the Simsbury 
Library for an outdoor event, 
following state guidelines, 
with speakers, color guard, 
music and tributes. The VFW 
and American Legion strongly 
encourage families to attend, 
as the event is being held after 
school hours. There will be no 
raindate. Masks will be 
required of all and social dis-
tancing seating of up to 100 
will be available.

For more information 
about the Metacomet VFW 
Post 1926, visit: www.vfw1926.
org

Fall Festival
Brookdale Gables 

Farmington and Home 
Helpers of The Farmington 
Valley are holding a Fall 
Festival on Tues., Oct. 6,4 to 

6:30 p.m. at Brookdale Gables 
Farmington, 20 Devonwood 
Dr., Farmington. Enjoy net-
working, vendor booths, 
food, beverages, music and 
raffles.

The following programs 
are among those offered by 
Hartford HealthCare Center 
for Healthy Aging. To register 
and learn of more offerings 
call 1-855-442-4373 or go 
online to Hartford HealthCare.
org/VirtualClasses. 

Participants will receive 
an email with instructions on 
joining.

• “Understanding 
Lymphedema,” Tuesday, Oct. 
6, 10 to 11 a.m. To register, 
call 1-855-442-4373 or go 
online to HartfordHealthCare.
org/webinars. 

• Five-part virtual Healthy 
Brain Series. Tuesdays, Oct. 6, 
13, 20, 27 and Nov. 3, 1:30 to 
2:30 p.m. Topics will include: 
Session 1: Challenge your 
mind daily - Activities to 
keep your mind sharp; 
Session 2: Feeding the brain - 
The importance of diet and 
hydration; Session 3: Benefits 
of a purposeful life - Finding 
meaningful engagement as 
you age; Session 4: Good 
sleep and brain power: The 
importance of sleep and your 
brain; Session 5: The Blue 
Zones: Lessons for living lon-
ger from the people who’ve 

lived the longest.
• “Making the Most of 

Your Telemedicine Visit,” 
Wednesday, Oct. 7 at 10:30 
a.m. Presenter Lillian Swan, 
transitional care nurse, 
Hartford HealthCare Center 
for Healthy Aging. 

• “Understanding Sepsis,” 
Wednesday, Oct. 7 at 10 a.m. 

• “Advantages of Assisted 
Living for Those with Memory 
Loss,” Wednesday, Oct. 7, 2 to 
3 p.m. 

• Five-week series 
Thursdays, Oct. 8 to Nov. 5, 6 
to 7:30 p.m. Topics will 
include: Session 1: Overview 
of Dementia; Session 2: Basics 
of Good Communication and 
Understanding Behaviors; 
Session 3: Safety in the 
Environment and How to 
Structure a Day with Activities; 
Session 4: Taking Care of the 
Caregiver and Care Options; 
and Session 5: Overview of 
Community Resources that 
May be Helpful.

• “Balance and Exercise 
from the YMCA,” Thursday, 
Oct. 15, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

• Focused Awareness 
Meditation webinar, Monday, 
Oct. 19 at 3 p.m. 

Hartford HealthCare Center for 
Healthy Aging webinars

z  Community Happenings 

Let us help grow profits
with the right advertising

Call Patty Ewert today! 
(860) 264-5658
patty@turleyct.com

Valley
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Stone & Tile Services
Polishing & Restoration Specialists
Zig’s

High Pressure – Steam Cleaning
     Sanitizes • Disinfects • Kills Bacteria

CALL ZIG 860-913-4473 ZigsStonePolishing.com

Stone • Tile • Grout • Concrete •Marble • Granite • Limestone

before after

Fall Family Fun
Interactive 5-ACRE 

CORN MAZE
The AMazing Bee

Hours: Wed. - Sun. 10 - 5 pm • www.brownsharvest.com
1911  Poquonock Ave, Windsor • 860-683-0266

Homemade  
Cider Donuts!

Weekend
Hayrides

Farm App  
Virtual Scavenger Hunt

Please purchase  
tickets online! 

www.brownsharvest.com 
for more information

20 20 Season of Safety

To the Editor, 

There is no such thing as 
just the sniffles or a slight 
cough these days. Allergies 
turn into a sense of unease, a 
head cold or stomach bug 
into gut wrenching anxiety. 
With children in daycare and 
school, every decision turns in 
to an ethical quandary. 

Running around getting 2 
negative rapid COVID tests in 
4 days for different sets of 
symptoms, and then 2 days 
later the entire family in pedi-
atric urgent care for the regu-
lar COVID test - and a diagno-
sis of Bronchitis for me. 

So far everyone else has 
clear lungs...and now we wait, 
and wait, and wait. 2 days has 
felt like an eternity, and it 
could be up to 7-10 for 
results!?!? We are lucky my 
husband can try to work from 
home in the chaos, and that 
my employer is a leader in 
supporting employees, our 
customers, and our commu-
nities during this pandemic. 
Many are not so lucky and 
their jobs would be at risk. 

Every single person work-
ing in these health centers has 
been kind and caring, while 

putting their life at risk with a 
smile on their face. They keep 
pushing on as people say the 
flu kills more people, masks 
infringe on personal rights, 
ensuring health care for all is 
“communism.”

More than 200,000 
Americans have died, and 
countless will suffer from 
complications that haven’t 
even been discovered. I won-
der how my country has 
become so uncaring, so self-
ish, so unkind. 

As we sit here waiting, I 
am angry that our “leader-
ship” has failed us so gravely. 
Instead of prioritizing the 
health and safety of our coun-
try - ensuring accessible, fast, 
reliable testing; ensuring prop-
er safety protections for all; 
encouraging us to view small 
sacrifices for the common 
good as our patriotic duty - 
they lie, they destroy the 
integrity of our institutions, 
and they burn the founda-
tional principles of our repub-
lic to the ground. 

They paint anyone fight-
ing for what is basic human 
decency - pandemic proto-
cols to protect us based on 
the most recent science; 

access to health care; sick 
leave and living wages; pro-
tecting the air we breathe, 
water we drink, food we eat; 
the right to be treated equita-
bly even if you are not a white, 
Christian, heterosexual male - 
as “radical socialist snow-
flakes.” 

Regardless of your politics, 
faith, and background, I sim-
ply can’t comprehend why 
these are not basic principles 
each one of us should sup-
port. It is up to us, the people, 
to stop allowing politicians 
and the media to turn our 
lives into a winner take all 
game. 

I ask that you take a deep 
look into each candidate at 
the local and federal level. 
Look beyond a single issue 
and determine who will fight 
for us. 

Jahana Hayes, our con-
gresswoman for the 5th dis-
trict, currently battling 
COVID, is one of our leaders 
that has all of our backs. 

Vote by mail or on Nov. 3 
because your life, and the lives 
of all of us, depend on it.

Liz Humphrey
Simsbury

z  Opinion

To the Editor, 

We are very fortunate to 
have Eleni Kavros DeGraw as 
a member of our community 
and a candidate for CT State 
House District #17 serving 
Avon and Canton.  In the 
years that I’ve known her, 
she has been a strong advo-
cate for seniors, our children 
and our community.

While many take for 
granted the benefits of living 
in our community, Eleni has 
been very active looking out 
for our schools, for those less 
fortunate, and the small 
businesses that make up our 
vibrant community.  Her 
co-founding of ForwardCT 
has allowed people to sup-
port efforts to reduce pover-
ty, advocate for improved 
healthcare, support educa-
tion and save the environ-
ment. I’ve volunteered my 
time and made donations 
because I believe that we all 
have responsibility to sup-
port these important 
actions. She has encouraged 
our active participation.

I’m a retired senior citi-
zen who has served as a 
teacher, principal and super-

intendent in schools around 
Connecticut.  I know that 
schools, through taxation by 
the town and state, cannot 
fully support our teachers 
and students without the 
dedication of community 
volunteers and advocates.  
Eleni has been at the fore-
front in helping to upgrade 
technology in our schools, 
providing loans to teachers 
for specific projects and 
helping less fortunate stu-
dents achieve success 
through donations of cloth-
ing and school supplies. She 
understands that educating 
all of our children is a fun-
damental responsibility of 
each of us whether we be 
single people, parents, or 
senior citizens.

I am very concerned 
about healthcare services 
and prescription drug costs 
in this country.  We are the 
only democratic country 
without universal health-
care and the only country 
with runaway prescription 
costs.  I’ve seen the effects 
on pre-existing conditions 
limitations on family mem-
bers and the way it changes 
their life choices in jobs that 

have a medical coverage.  
Eleni is a strong advocate 
for finding a solution to this 
terrible problem and I know 
that she will be a strong 
voice in the legislature for 
changes.

I see poverty all around 
us here in profound ways 
among families and our 
elderly.  Foodshare has been 
a blessing for the many who 
are suffering through this 
pandemic with lost jobs or ill 
health. Eleni has been very 
outspoken to the needs of 
the poor through Foodshare 
and I know she will make it a 
priority if she’s elected.  We 
cannot continue to have 
such disparity between the 
wealthy and the poor in this 
town, in this state or this 
country.

I enthusiastically support 
the candidacy of Eleni Kavros 
DeGraw for the CT State 
House District #17. I hope 
you will join her and moving 
this state in a positive direc-
tion for ourselves, our chil-
dren and our community.

Paula Schwartz
Avon

Jahana Hayes is one who will fight for us all Fortunate to have Kavros DeGraw as a candidate 
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That’s Why People Turn To Us.

carmon
community Funeral Homes
Funerals • Cremation • PrePlanning

FINDING GUIDANCE DURING A DIFFICULT TIME IS COMFORTING.

In avon
301 Country Club Road
860.673.8610

In Granby
364 Salmon Brook Street
860.653.6637

Family Owned & Operated
John C. Carmon    ●   Frank W. Carmon, IV    

John C. “Jay” Carmon    ●   Matthew R. Carmon 
www.carmonfuneralhome.com

• Vinyl Siding 
• Windows & Doors
• GAF Master Elite Roofing Contractor 
• Gutter & Leaf Protection
• Custom Decks 
• Kitchen & Bathroom Renovations 
• Building/Facility Maintenance 
• HOA & Commercial Property Mgt.

     (860) 953-2200 
MageeCompanies.com

Remodeling Contractors - Property Managers

FREE
ESTIMATES Licensed CT HIC.0510051/CT CAM. 0001198 • Insured • Bonded

0% 
Interest
 for 18 

Months*

Covid-19 
Disinfection 
Services for 
Residential 

& 
Commercial

*Subject to credit approval,
 certain restrictions apply

z  Opinion

To the Editor: 
 
I’m Audrey Rossignol, a 

23-year-old lifelong resident 
of Avon and I’m living through 
my second recession. I love 
Connecticut. I chose to attend 
college in Connecticut and to 
start my career here when I 
graduated a little over a year 
ago. In order for a millennial 
like me to stay and start plant-
ing roots here, Connecticut 
needs to tackle this economic 
recession the way we’ve tack-
led the COVID-19 pandemic 
– by being the Nation’s lead-
ing state.

Avon and Canton deserve 
to have trustworthy represen-
tation in the state legislature 
to rebuild our economy. 
That’s why I’m all in for sup-
porting Eleni Kavros DeGraw 

for State Representative of the 
17th district. I’ve known Eleni 
for five years now and I can 
say with confidence that she is 
the embodiment of the kind 
of problem-solving leader 
that Connecticut needs. 
Eleni’s plans to restore 
Connecticut’s prosperous 
economy could not be more 
spot on.

Eleni acknowledges that 
our economic recovery 
depends on protecting public 
health and helping individuals 
maintain employment or 
obtain the skills they need to 
enter the workforce.

Eleni plans on supporting 
private-public partnerships 
with educational institutions 
to strengthen our school-to-
workforce pipeline. And, as 
the wife of a small business 

owner, she understands the 
need to cut red tape and 
improve infrastructure so it’s 
easier for business owners to 
start and stay in Connecticut. 
Investing in Connecticut’s res-
idents and small businesses is 
the key to our short and 
longterm recovery.

Furthermore, Eleni will be 
supporting legislation to alle-
viate student debt for stu-
dents that attend our univer-
sities and stay in Connecticut 
to work. I can’t emphasize 
how crucial this legislation 
would be to my generation 
and the next generation of 
Avon and Canton graduates 
to attend college.

I also love that Eleni sup-
ports extending the social 
security, pension, and annuity 
state income tax exemption. I 

know I’d like to stay in 
Connecticut for the long haul, 
it’s relieving to know that 
when my parents retire they 
will be exempt from state 
income taxes. That factor 
alone has allowed so many 
parents and grandparents 
stay in Connecticut after they 
retire because it financially 
benefits them more than sur-
rounding states.

Eleni Kavros DeGraw has a 
plan to alleviate the financial 
burdens of another recession 
on working families, seniors, 
students, and young adults 
like me. That’s why I’m voting 
for Eleni on November 3rd. I 
hope you will do the same. 

Audrey Rossignol 
Avon 

We welcome letters to 
the editor. We ask that read-
ers only submit one per issue 
and keep the length at 500 
words or less.  

You are welcome to 
respond to previous letters, 
or voice disapproval with a 
stance, vote or policy, as long 
as the letter refrains from 
personal attacks. 

However, with just one 
more Valley Press prior to 
the November election, 
political letters for the Oct. 
16 edition should focus on 
support for a candidate, 
since there would no chance, 
in this format, for someone 
to respond to a newly raised 
issue.

Letters for that edition 
should be submitted by 
Oct. 8.

We also will not print let-
ters that contain racist, sexist 
or other forms of offensive 
language. 

Due to space limitations, 
letters should also retain a 
local focus. While we under-
stand that area residents are 
passionate about the presi-
dential race, for example, we 
just can’t devote the space to 
those opinions.

As long as letters meet 
our policies, we do not edit 
them for content, allowing 
your words to be your own. 
Other than minor typos, if 
we feel something needs to 
be changed, we will contact 
you. 

Letters can be submitted 
to jfitts@turleyct.com. 
Thank you. 

Letters to the EditorA Millennial’s trust in Eleni Kavros DeGraw to rebuild Connecticut’s economy
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Yes, please send me a FREE copy of  
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IF YOU READ VALLEY LIFE

take a moment to 
subscribe and show 

us your support!

We believe in bringing 
you the the best...

 

Please fill out the form below and mail to
Valley LIFE, PO Box 725, Farmington, CT 06034

or go online to 
Lifepublications.com and fill out an online form.

In 1925, President Calvin 
Coolidge signed a procla-
mation to commemorate 
the Great Chicago Fire, 
which burned from October 
8-10, 1871. While Fire 
Prevention Week runs from 
October 4-10, 2020, many 
Fire Departments take the 
opportunity to offer special 
health and fire safety pro-
gramming throughout the 
month of October.

Dispatches:  There was a 
request for a hot cup of tea 
and some conversation 
from a visiting daughter. 
Instead of turning on the 
stove top, however, the 
oven knob was turned to 
the right. Short of storage 
space, the oven had been 
used to store plastic con-
tainers, which quickly ignit-
ed.  

Breakfast was still cook-
ing on the stove when these 
Canton residents rushed 
out the door. Little did they 
know that the sirens, heard 
wailing through traffic min-
utes later, were fire appara-
tus responding to their 
home.   

A forgotten potato, 
cooking for too long a time 
in the microwave oven, 
dried out and carbonized 
then filled the home with 
smoke. 

In Response: More peo-
ple are cooking at home, 
versus visiting/take-out 
from a restaurant, due to 
the COVID 19 pandemic. 
And, the majority of house 
fires begin in the kitchen, 
with distracted cooking 
being the leading cause. 

These are easily prevent-
able emergencies if you 
remember some basic safe-
ty precautions. 

 • Children Require 
Special Attention. Create a 
safety zone, of at least three 
feet, around the cooking 
area, where children are not 

permitted. And, Never hold 
a child while you cook.  	
		  • Don’t Drink Alcohol 
or Medicate While You 
Cook. Young adults, aged 20 
to 34, are at the 
highest risk of 
non-fatal cook-
ing injury. It’s 
best to order 
take-out when 
you’re tired or 
under the influ-
ence.	
		  • Home-
Wear is Here to 
Stay. Be careful 
when cooking 
while wearing casual, loose 
fitting clothing. Short/tight-
ly rolled up sleeves can pre-
vent You from catching on 
fire. 		
		  • Ring. Buzz. Ping. 
Zoom. If the phone rings; if 
someone’s at the door with 
another delivery from 
Amazon; if the Zoom call 
meeting is waiting on you, 
whatever has gotten your 
attention anew, take a 
moment to shut off your 
stove before responding. 	
	  •	 Purchase & Learn to 
Use a Kitchen Fire 
Extinguisher. There are 
extinguishers specially 
designed for kitchen grease, 
oil and fat fires. The pur-
pose is not to fight the fire, 
but to slow it down enough 
to give everyone time to get 
out. 	
		  • Smoke Alarms Save 
Lives. Working smoke 
alarms, installed outside 
every bedroom and on 
every level of the home, 
alert occupants to a fire in 
the early stage. This lifesav-
ing heads-up can cut your 
risk of dying in half.  	
	 • Oven Mitt on Fire? Keep 

any items that could catch 
fire: wooden utensils, plastic 
food packaging, cloth or 
paper dish towels, etc., away 
from the heat source on the 

stove top.
•	

Grease Fire? If 
possible, slide a 
metal lid over 
the burning pan 
or pot. Turn off 
the stove and 
do not remove 
the lid until the 
pot or pan has 
cooled down 
completely. 

•	Oven Fire? Shut the 
heat off. Do not open the 
oven door.

Today, your home has 
become the virtual head-
quarters for children’s edu-
cation; employer meetings; 
and/or experimenting with 
the newest recipe for 
banana bread. However, 
firefighting is not one of 
these DIY responsibilities. 
So, don’t ever hesitate to 
call Canton’s Volunteer Fire 
and EMS Department, after 
you have quickly and safely 
evacuated.

Canton’s Volunteer 
Firefighters, EMTs and Fire 
Police are trained to handle 
kitchen and all other types 
of fire, smoke, medical and 
hazardous emergencies. 
Prevention, however, is key 
to life safety in our commu-
nity. That’s where you can 
help keep us, you and your 
family healthy and protect-
ed throughout the year.

Yours in safety, 
 Bruce Lockwood, Chief 

of Department 

Valuing Life at a Moment’s Notice….
Thoughts on Community Safety by 

Chief of Department Bruce Lockwood
Town of Canton Volunteer Fire and EMS Department

National Fire Prevention Month
Avoid distracted cooking by serving up fire safety

z  Opinion
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Any Condition, As-Is
Hassle Free, Fast Closings

Local & Professional

Valley Residential Group   
www.VRGHomeBuyers.com

WE BUY HOUSES!

CALL NOW! 860-589-4663

36

Classifieds
GUITAR LESSONS
in your home. I am a Hartt 
School of Music graduate 

with thirty years of teaching 
and recording experience. 

I have helped many students 
improvise, and learn to 

play their favorite songs. All 
styles, levels, and ages with 

references available. 
Tom Tribuzio, 860-673-1210. 

6he5ct@sbcglobal.net
Please see my 
facebook page:

Tom Teaches Guitar

MUSIC LESSONS
in your home. 

ANY AGE.
Saxaphone, Clarinet, 
Flute, beginner Piano.

also available for
JAZZ 

PERFORMANCES
Call for information
Peter Greenfogel
860-922-5900

kidssaxophone
@hotmail.com

HOUSE CLEANING
English speaking Polish 

lady is looking for houses 
to clean. Insured, reliable, 
many years of experience, 

excellent references. Second 
cleaning 50% OFF.

Please call Mariana
860-748-3172

MUSIC LESSONS

HOUSEKEEPING

Family Owned
& Operated
Since 1967

Glenn Romano, Route Manager 

860-877-9591
Office: 860-242-8446

COMPARE OUR PRICES!
MercuryCleaners.com

50% OFF 1st Order
All Dry Cleaning 

Pick & Delivery Service
Coupon must be presented with your order.

Mercury Dry Cleaners

FREE
Pickup & Delivery

Home or Office

50% OFF 2nd Order
All Dry Cleaning 

Pick & Delivery Service
Coupon must be presented with your order.

Mercury Dry Cleaners

50% OFF 3rd Order
All Dry Cleaning 

Pick & Delivery Service
Coupon must be presented with your order.

Mercury Dry Cleaners

CT REG. 530518

I BUY HOUSES!!
Boucher Building & Renovations, LLC

• QUICK CASH
• AS-IS CONDITION
• NO REALTOR COMMISSION 
    Call Today! : (860) 674-9498

Email: john@boucherbuilding.com
In business since 1989 

HELP WANTED
DRAPERY 

CLEANING TAKE 
DOWN AND REHANG

HOME OR OFFICE
Call the owner 

Rocco Mascaro
Cell-860-573-1092

Office - 860-242-8446
MercuryCleaners.com

Drapery  Service

AT YOUR SERVICE

HELP WANTED

WANTED

Sharon Bonini 860-999-3909
SBonini@SpecialtyBusCo.com

WANTED

Every Dog Deserves 
a Home

Buy wristbands to support Farmington 
5th grader JJ Farkas’ idea to raise

 money for dog shelters. 
www.everydogdeservesahome.com, 

email everydogdeservesahome2020@
gmail.com or call 480-593-1466

 for more information.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

CALL BARBARA AT 860-264-5523
TO INQUIRE ABOUT CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING OR EMAIL
ADS@TURLEYCT.COM

A CALL WE HAUL
WE TAKE IT ALL
WE LOAD IT ALL 

Lowest Rates, accumu-
lations, junk, estates, at-
tics,garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc.  with this ad of 
services. Dumpster Rentals 
availablefor rent. All Major 
CC’s. CALL NOW (413) 531-
1936  acallwehaul@gmail.
com

Actuarial Directors (Bloom-
field, CT) Dvlp, communicate 
& ensure execution of actu-
arial pricing, product dvlpmt 
& valuation best practices in 
Europe for Cigna HLIC. En-
sure portfolio achieves profit-
able growth through effective 
mgmt of profit levers & miti-
gation of risk. Manage & dvlp 
actuarial European teams of 
10+ full-time Jr. actuaries. 
10-15% int’l travel. May work 
remotely. Reqs MS Actuarial 
Science or rltd & at least 2 yrs 
actuarial exp (or BS & 5 yrs 
of progressively responsible 
actuarial exp) in the health-
care insurance industry incl 
actuarial pricing job functions 
& fin’l mgmt. ASA or FSA 
cert required. Drug screen/b-
ground check. Resumes: 
Timothy.Bert@cigna.com

Human Resources Opera-
tions Advisors (Bloomfield, 
CT) Provide strategic support 
to sr. leaders, & dvlp strong 
business partnerships with 
leadership teams to deliver 
on business priorities. Drive 
acquisition & dvlpmt of best 
talent to ensure execution 
of business growth plans & 
to build strong succession & 
bench strength. Reqs a Mas-
ter’s in HR, Labor Relations, 
or a rltd, & 2 yrs post-bach 
HR work exp, incl: leadership 
dvlpmt; assessments; com-
petencies; career mgmt; or-
ganizational dvlpmt; working 
w/ employees at leadership 
level; dvlpg working relation-
ships in global dept or org. 
Drug screen / background 
check. Resumes to Cigna 
HLIC at Prashant.Bhat@Cig-
na.com

Software Engineering Advi-
sors (Windsor, CT) Sr dvlpr/
dsgnr for major systems / 
subsystems utilizing a thor-
ough understanding of avlble 
tech, tools & existing dsgns. 
Reqs MS in Comp Sci or 
rltd field & 2 yrs exp (or BS 
& 5 yrs exp) w/: dvlpg mobile 
apps using Swift, XCode, In-
struments, UIKit, MapKit, & 
EventKitUI; configing push 
notifics for Apple devices; 
delivering high qlty prod-
ucts & continuous delivery of 
changes in Agile/Scrum en-
viron w/ Rally, Pivital Track-
er &/or VersionOne; dvlpg 
custom frameworks; offline 
storage, threading, & perfor-
mance tuning. Drug screen / 
b-ground check. Resumes to 
Cigna HLIC at: srinivas.dasa-
ri@cigna.com

HELP WANTED: 
Part time pediatric 
front desk position, 

medical office 
experience 

preferred. Duties 
include: answering 

phones, responsible 
for transfer of 

medical records, 
scheduling appoint-

ments, check-in, 
collecting copays/
payments, filing. 
Email resume to 

toscano.office01@
gmail.com.
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Home Improvement
 BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

 GUTTERS GUTTERS HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT 

BATHROOMS    SIDING
DECKS    ROOFING

REMODELING    CARPENTRY

 HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT 

HOME IMPROVEMENT, LLC
INSTALLATION & REPAIR

• Overhead Garage Doors
• Kitchen & Bathroom
• Patio & Stairs
• Cabinets

• Flooring
• Tile, Laminate, Hardwood
• Doors & Windows
• Carpentry & much more.

ANDRZEJ 860-705-3540
ARTUR 860-823-9202

LICENSE: HIC 0650776

BARRETT ENTERPRISES LLC
Home Improvement Contractor
So Many Amateurs...So Few Professionals!

• Complete Basement Renovations
• Kitchen & Bathrooms Updated

• Windows/Doors Installed
• Pre-Finished Floorings • Custom Ceramic Tile
• Maintenance-Free Decks • Finish Carpentry

• Complete Painting Service • Custom Countertops

Jim Barrett, Owner
CT. LIC. #602130 • Office (860)796-0131

 Steve’s
  Home Improvement
& Handyman Services

Also specializing in
Kitchen & Bath Remodeling

Windows & Doors

Any carpentry, electrical 
and plumbing jobs,

painting, etc.

Cell (860) 307-7297 ANYTIME!
Insured Lic #524948

ctgraniteandmarble@gmail.com

Verona
CT Granite & 
Marble LLC

860-747-0218

 

High Quality countertops from a 
reliable, friendly and skilled staff. 
Thank you for supporting a small business. 

We also speak Spanish

TO ADVERTISE ON THESE PAGES EMAIL BARBARA AT ADS@TURLEYCT.COM FOR PRICING INFORMATION

West Hartford       Suffield
860-232-8002 860-668-8000

Remodeling Your Bathroom?

CT’s Bathroom Remodeling Experts

HIC#613103bathroompros.com

 ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL FIREWOOD GUTTERS 

 BATHROOMS BATHROOMS EQUIPMENT REPAIR EQUIPMENT REPAIR

Brannack Electric Inc.
24 Hour Emergency Service
• Generator installations
• Interior & Exterior Lighting
• Remodeling & Additions
• Service Upgrades
• Telephone, Cable TV, &
   Computer Network Wiring
• Repair & Upgrades
• Pool & Spa Wiring

Call today
for your FREE, 
no obligation
consultation
& estimate.

860-242-6486
35 Peters Road

Bloomfield
License #103858 & 103859 • Fully insured

www.brannackelectric.com

Residential * Commercial * Industrial
    POWER MANAGEMENT LLC

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Fully licensed &
insured

860-995-3778
powermgmtllc@aol.com CT LIC.# E1 0202932

No jobs too small.

BATHTUB & TILE 
REGLAZING

SAVE IT - REGLAZE IT

$499MAKE YOUR BATHTUB
LIKE BRAND NEW

LIMITED TIME

WANT TO CHANGE THE COLOR OF YOUR TILE? CALL US.

(860) 394-6823
CT Lic# 0557873  MA Lic# 168714

TUB ONLY

CLEAN, SEASONED,
SPLIT, FIREWOOD

$215
/cord
Delivered

53-+1/5+62-/

ADVANCED
EQUIPMENT INC.

Pre-Season Tune-Ups & Repairs
LEAF BLOWERS • SNOW BLOWERS

PORTABLE GENERATORS

145 Brickyard Road, Farmington, CT 06032
860-269-3103 | advancedequipmentct.comDarrell Kyle

Pick up
and Delivery

Available

RobPolo.com
860-982-3300 Rob’s Gutter Cleaning 

is a fully insured LLC

It’s so beautiful to see the 
leaves change colors but not 
to see them in your gutters.

SAVE 20% 
when you have your gutters cleaned 

before November 1st.  Offer expires Oct. 21st.
Use code GUTTERS20



The Valley Press  •  October 2, 2020 23
23

ALEX EUROPEAN MASON

860-810-4196

Over 30 years experience

Retaining Walls, Chimney Repair,
Steps, All Masonry Services

203-232-0257 Lic. #0580443

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls

Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys

Patios • Sidewalks
We can also do all
Masonry Repairs!

Qual i ty  Workmanship 
Free Estimates • Lic#0604514
Ken (203) 558-4951

Fully Insured

Serving the Farmington Valley for over 15 years

Concrete • Stone Walls • Patios
Bricks • Belgium Blocks

Chimneys • Wood Fencing

Nick’s CONSTRUCTION
and MASONRY LLC

203-206-2839
email: adaleta99@hotmail.com

CT License #HIC0644274

Patios • Walkways 
Retaining Walls

Fire Pits • Clean-ups 

Arboretum
LANDSCAPE & DESIGN, LLC

• Hydro Seeding • Mulching • Pruning • Plantings 
• New Lawn Installs • Landscape Design 

• Irrigation Systems • Overgrown Property Maintenance

860-906-6736 Now AcceptingCT LIC# 0630444
FULLY INSURED

 LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING MASONRY MASONRY 

MASONRY
Blue Stone Patios

Natural Stonewalls
Brick • Repair Work

LANDSCAPE
Natural Pruning

Mulching • Edging
Mowing • Tree Pruning

860-985-9631

Quality work for over 21 years.

FREE ESTIMATES
REFERENCES AVAILABLE

Specializing in all types of jobs

Patios - Stucco - Concrete - Walkways
Walls - Fire Pits - Chimneys and much more.

ALLSTAR MASONRY
Contact: 860-417-9355

https://mersiniv12.wixsite.com/allstarmasonry
owner: BEBE MERSINI

Licensed and Insured - 30 years experience

Simsbury’s Hometown Painting Company

VALLEY PAINTER
Serving the Valley since 1980

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
Quality Craftsmanship • Competitive Prices

Call Peter Sottile 860-658-7745
Insured - Interior & Exterior • CT Reg. #562798

BRECHUN PAINTING
Interior & Exterior Painting

Power Washing
Deck Staining 

Light Carpentry
25 years of experience
in Farmington Valley

Reg #0562179
EPA 

CERTIFIED

860-673-7280

 MASONRY PAINTING PAINTING PAINTING 

HOME IMPROVEMENT LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING 

ZB PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Aluminum, Vinyl & Wood Siding & Shingles 

Small Carpentry Repair  - Repair Porch/Deck

POWERWASHING
Good painting preparation 

Trim, Window Painting & Glazing
Free estimates. You can count on me for a precise & excellent job! 

Over 20 years experience. HIC #0575928

Call: Zenon 860-518-0630

Got Mulch?
NICE DARK BROWN COLOR!

GREAT CONSISTENCY!
LOCALLY PRODUCED!

100% ORGANIC!
EXCELLENT PRICE!

Grimshaw Tree Service & Nursery Co.
Call for pricing. Prices vary depending 

on quantity. 2 yard minimum.
Check or credit card accepted

(860) 658-4420
 MASONRY MASONRY MASONRY MASONRY 

QUALITY SCREENED

TOPSOIL
3, 7 or 17 CUBIC YARD LOADS DELIVERED

SIMSCROFT- ECHO FARMS, INC.

Call 860-658-3676
Credit Cards Accepted    Weekdays 8am - 5 pm

 HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Siding • Windows & Doors 
GAF Master Elite Roofing Contractor 

Gutter & Leaf Protection • Kitchen & Bathroom Renovations 
Building/Facility Maintenance • HOA & Commercial Property Mgt.

MageeCompanies.com
(860) 953-2200

Licensed CT HIC.0510051/CT CAM. 0000680 • Insured • Bonded

Remodeling Contractors - Property Managers

• Pool Patios
• Poolscapes
• Lawn Installation
• Tree & Shrub 

Planting
• Pruning
• Walkways

& Patios
• Walls & Steps
• Yard Drains
• Excavating
• Grading
• Snowplowing
• Bucket Loading

Based In & Serving The Farmington Valley
For Over 18 Years
Fully Licensed & Insured

LANDSCAPE
CONTRACTORS

HYDROSEEDING
EROSION CONTROL

cell: 860-250-2908

Remodeling
•Additions • Bath • Kitchens

860-589-2267 Pat Collin860-738-1502 John T. Yacawych

www.JPCountryBuilders.com

Replacement
•Windows & Doors • Siding • Decks Lic#0621710

JP
 COUNTRY BUILDERS LLC

HELP US SURVIVE BY REVIVING YOUR HOME!

Since 1988

AVALLONE
CONTRACTORS

ROOFING       SIDING
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS        GUTTERS

ADDITIONS        TOTAL REMODELING
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

In business for a blessed 29 years

(860) 582-0712

PO Box 9656, Bristol, CT   • Fully Ins. Worker’s Comp & Liability

Email: avallonecontractor@att.netLi
c.

#5
14

97
6

Fax: (860)410-1190 or (860) 583-2183

ONE CALL 
DOES ALL

HOME IMPROVEMENT and REMODELING

Free Estimates • Top Notch Work • Insured • HIC#0638904
Call Anthony in Simsbury, we answer every call.

860-502-9527

We do it all from the ground up!
        We specialize in: Kitchens, Bathrooms & Basements

ONECALLDOESALLCT.COM
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 ROOFING ROOFING ROOFING ROOFING 

RhinoBackROOFING.com
Angie’s List: A rating. Google & Facebook: 5 star rated.

ESTIMATES
CALL

860-217-1424
HIC#0641824

When It Comes To Tree Service
We Run Rings Around The Competition.
TREE CARE OR TREE REMOVAL
Grimshaw Tree Service
and Nursery Company

    
   S

erv

ing North Central Connecticut since 1968

Call 860-658-4420 for a 
free estimate or for more 
information 
on how we can 
help your trees.

grimshawtreeco.com

MULCH 
AVAILABLE

 PAINTING PAVING PAVING PLUMBING 

ROOF AND SHINGLE DAMAGE
CHIMNEYS AND FLASHINGS

LEAKING SKYLIGHTS
 VALLEYS, AND MORE!

Hastings-Silver Construction
AVON, CT              HIC#604208

ROOF REPAIRS

860-673-7127

ROOFING • ROOF REPAIRS • GUTTERS

We just did your 
Neighbor’s Roof…
It may be time to do yours!

Call today for a 
FREE EstimatE!

860-977-8042
Call, text or Email

office@zamanroofing.com

03
05

20

ANDY WOTTON
PLUMBING &
HEATING, LLC

(860) 833-8153
Old fashion, honest, reliable 
service at a reasonable price.
All residential plumbing, repairs 
done from leaky faucets to 
snaking your main drain.
Call today and we will
show you quality still 
makes a difference!

#P1-0282605  #S1-0402048

STRICTLY STUMPS
STUMP GRINDING
(860) 463-5889

A DIVISION OF STEIN MAINTENANCE LLC

LIC. & INS.                FREE ESTIMATES

 ROOFING STUMP GRINDING STUMP GRINDING TREES 

Since 1972

BARRETT BUILDERS
ROOFING  - ROOF CLEANING

“Lose Those Nasty Stains!”
Chemically Cleaned, NOT pressure

ROTTING WOOD REPLACEMENT
HOME REPAIR

(860) 658-1601

860-827-1112
We Do Everything For Your Inground Pool But Build It.

Openings/Closings - Liner Replacement - Heaters - Leak Detection - Decking 
Filtration Systems - Pool Interiors - Coping and Tile - Safety Covers

PLM0280183-SP1      HIC.0522712         SBP.0000070

The Association of
Pool & Spa Professionals

MEMBERCHAPTER OF APSP

www.CenturyPoolCorporation.com

 POOLS POOLS POWER WASHING ROOFING 

860-658-2100
StumpRecycler.com B
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Henry’s Roofing Co. Inc.
Family Owned Since 1935

Roofing & Roof Cleaning

Free Estimates 

Reviews & More Info @ 

www.HENRYSROOFINGCT.com

860-693-1791

A&J
Quality Roofing LLC

Est. 1956

A&J
Quality Roofing LLC

3 Generations Strong

Jim Erisoty - Founder - (860) 693-2803
Greg Erisoty - (860) 836-9427
James Erisoty - (860) 878-1740

www.A-JQUALITYROOFING.COM
HIC#0644527
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Valley Extra
.com

SEE YOUR AD ONLINE AT VALLEYPRESSEXTRA.COM

RENEW ASPHALT
MAINTENANCE

• Sealcoating
• Hot Crack Filling
• Line Striping

860.953.6519
www.renew-asphalt.comCall for

Free Estimates
CT Lic. 575422

MJM PAVING

860-404-2310

Your Neighborhood Painters
Interior/Exterior Painting

Ceilings – repair, texture removal
Cabinet Refinishing

FREE color consulation

877-646-7774
www.franklinpainting.com

Bonded & Insured   HIC#570442


