








GREENSWARD
At 365 acres, Delaware Park is the largest 
Olmsted park in the system, including a 
122 acre greensward, the term Olmsted 
and Vaux employed to describe extensive 
stretches of rolling meadow land dotted 
with trees.

“It really is an incredible asset for anyone 
living nearby. Whether you’re just getting 
outside for the sake of it, running or biking 
the loop, playing golf, basketball, or 
visiting the zoo … it really is the gift that 
keeps on giving.”

Jeremy White   |   PARK USER
Photo: DELAWARE PARK MEADOW
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Wait ... what about 
other projects such 
as the Scajaquada 

and Kensington 
Expressways?

Some of the issues and concerns raised 
during the community engagement process 
were deemed premature for consideration 
for a Five Year Plan project. This judgment 
was based on their complexity, the need 
for coordination across multiple agencies 
and levels of government, or the extent of 
community partnership required to develop an 
actionable capital project.  The issues raised, 
though premature for capital campaign 
fundraising, represent significant impacts on 
Olmsted parks or are central concerns of the 
stakeholders in those park districts.  

Therefore, as part of the Five Year Plan, 
these issues have been identified as items to 
continue for dialogue, engage in further data 
gathering and study, or build organizational 
partnerships in an effort to advance them 
toward collective action at a future date. 
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Summer splashing and winter skating at MLK Jr. Park



Table 4.1  |  Studies and Assessments

Olmsted Parks Recreation Study Next Step

Through the community engagement process, several 
recommendations were made for either modification of existing 
recreational facilities or the addition of new recreational facilities. 
Before making any major modifications to existing recreational  
features in the Olmsted parks, it is critically important to 
gather comprehensive user information and study the trends in 
recreational needs of each community. Such a study will provide 
the city and Conservancy with essential data and analysis to 
consider future recreational facility modifications in the Olmsted 
parks.

Coordinate with City of Buffalo
on a citywide parks master plan
and recreation study

Park Facilities Structural Assessment Next Step

As mentioned several times within this report, a comprehensive 
facility assessment is required for all major structures within 
the Buffalo Olmsted Park System, including park casinos, golf 
clubhouses and the greenhouse. This study will investigate all 
aspects of each building’s condition and recommend prioritized 
long-term investments to restore these significant structures. 
Additional assessment of HVAC upgrades will be conducted for 
year-round use of park shelter buildings.

Coordinate with City of Buffalo 
on prioritized approach to
Olmsted park facilities
assessment studies

Olmsted Parks Traffic Safety Assessments Next Step

Coordinated through a partnership with the City of Buffalo 
and GObike Buffalo, funds would be necessary to conduct a 
comprehensive community-based approach with a data-driven 
analysis of traffic throughout the Olmsted Park System. Through 
community outreach, historic research and data gathering, 
these studies will provide the City of Buffalo with the analysis 
required to consider next steps on permanent traffic pattern 
modifications. A primary goal is to increase pedestrian safety 
around the Olmsted Park System.

Coordinate with City of Buffalo 
and GObike Buffalo on a
prioritized approach to traffic 
safety assessment studies

Studies and Assessments

Buffalo  Olmsted Park System Five Year Plan
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Long-term Advocacy and
Community Conversations

Riverside District Conversations Next Step

Greenway / Future of Waterfront and I-190
Coordination of a stakeholder meeting process 
in partnership with Black Rock Riverside Alliance 
and Niagara River Greenway Commission

Table 4.2  |  Long-term Advocacy and Community Conversations by Park District

West District Conversations Next Step

Peace Bridge / Future of Waterfront and I-190

Coordination of a stakeholder meeting process 
in an effort to enhance communication and 
coordination on issues related to transportation 
infrastructure on the West Side

Coordination on Imagine LaSalle 
Coordination with City of Buffalo through the
development process of the Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. 
Centennial Park

Delaware District Conversations Next Step

Route 198
Continued coordination with City of Buffalo, 
NYSDOT and community stakeholders through 
the Scajaquada Corridor Coalition

Future of Golf in Delaware Park

Continued coordination between Conservancy, 
City of Buffalo and a private golf venture in 
reconsidering the golf course and beginning a 
community engagement process

Scajaquada Creek / Hoyt Lake

Continued coordination around watershed issues 
among the Conservancy, City of Buffalo, Buffalo 
Sewer Authority, Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper, 
regulatory agencies and other stakeholders

MLK Jr. District Conversations Next Step

Route 33
Continued coordination with City of Buffalo and 
NYSDOT and community stakeholders through 
the Restore Our Community Coalition

Park Programming Partnerships
Coordination of educational and community-
based organizations for potential park 
programming partnerships

South District Conversations Next Step

Future of Golf in South Park

Continued coordination among the Conservancy, 
City of Buffalo and a private golf venture on the  
future of golf in South Park, and supporting a 
community engagement process
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ABBREVIATIONS used and contact information

ABBREVIATIONS used
BOPC		  Buffalo Olmsted Parks Conservancy
C.A.R.E.S.	 Systemwide Model for selecting projects to be in the Five Year Plan
		  C - Comfort, A - Access, R - Recreation, E - Environment, S - Safety
CIP		  Capital Improvement Program
COB		  City of Buffalo
NYS		  New York State
NYSDOT		 New York State Department of Transportation
Route 198	 Scajaquada Expressway in Buffalo, New York
Route 33 	 Kensington Expressway in Buffalo, New York
SPARP		  South Park Arboretum Restoration Project
WPA		  Works Progress Administration
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contact information
For any questions or feedback on this report

Contact: Brian Dold
Title: Director of Planning and Advocacy
Email: Brian@bfloparks.org

Alternatively, please visit bfloparks.org/5yearplan to learn more.

to make a donation or fund a project

Contact: Catie Stephenson
Title: Director of Development and Communications
Email: Catie@bfloparks.org

Alternatively, please visit bfloparks.org/support  to learn more.

FOR GENERAL INQUIRIES ON THE CONSERVANCY

Phone: (716) 838-1249
Website: bfloparks.org

FOLLOW US ONLINE

facebook.com/bfloparks
twitter.com/bfloparks
instagram.com/bfloparks
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