


Books of great interest to Ontario naturalists 

~ ." '~ 
t i~;:: 
Fifty Plants 
that Changed the Course of 

History 

,~~ 
Each book handsomely illustrated with 

full colour paintings and photos. 
Hardcover quarter-bound 

in cloth , $29.95 

At your bookseller 
and online. 

"Fascinating browsing for any gardener." 
- The Globe and Mall 

1-. 
; _., Erk Ch.Hn~ , 

Fifty Plants that Changed 
the Course of History 
by Bill Laws 
From cotton to tomato, 
tobacco to wheat - the 
absorbing story of the hunt 
for food and cash-crop plants. 

Fifty Animals 
that Changed the Course of Coming in September 

Fifty Animals that Changed 
the Course of History · History by Eric Chaline 
From whales and horses to 
Darwin's finches and reindeer, 
the stories of creatures that 

_____ ------' influenced exploration. 

Bats 
by Phil Richardson 
An authoritative new 
guide to bats of the 
world - and recently 
threatened local 
species. 
Paperback, $19.95 

Mushrooms and 
Other Fungi of 
North America 

by Roger Phillips 
Comprehensive 
guide with very 

complete and detailed 
descriptions and 1,000 
photographs in colour. 

Paperback, $29.95 

Mushrooms 
and Other Fungi 

of North America 
The mOSI 
comprehensive 
mush room guide 
with over \,000 
color photographs 

ROGER PHILLIPS 
'~ ___ ~ 

PUBLISHED BY FIREFLY BOOKS 
www.fireflybooks.com 

"The perfect reference book." 
- The Globe and Mail 



' ... " .. n ..... "n" .. It .. ~' , ..... , ..... _ ...... ,,, ... , ... -,~ .......... " .. ,'., ..... -

REVOLUTIONARY 
EL42 SWAROVISION. THE NEW DIMENSION FOR OBSERVATION 

Ral.cr sh .. ,p ,,13,i:t ".;lilt up to tho:' imase periphery. MaXImum colour lidclily. 
Spe(.t(tc!e wearers also benefit from the full I f iflld of V; I':w. 

Expe';","c",,, pr",viot.J sly unequalled image quality ellen' r 

~EW FOCUSINC lItCMANIS .. 

UNlaUE El WRAP AROUN~ 'RIP 

SWAROVISI0N T£tHHOLOGY 
4-

SWAROVSKI 
OPTIK 

GREATER FUNCTION, LOWER WEIGHT 
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High-predsion optics, sophisllcated function. lily. innO\lalj~ design. Perleelion down to the Int detail. 
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Ontario Nature 
is going to Belize 

With over 500 species of birds, more than 
4000 species of plants and trees, an abundance 
of wildlife and a huge diversity of habitat, Belize 35c ~ 
is one of the very best tropical nature spots 
in the Americas. This tour is designed exclusively for Ontario 
Nature members to take in the natural history essentials. This 
tour is limited to 20 participants and hosted by Ontario Nature. 

The price of this tour is US$4895 per person, based on 
double occupancy and includes your tax-deductable donation 
of C$SOO to support the protection of wild species and wild 
spaces in Ontario. 

For more details and to book this exclusive tOUf, please contact: 
Quest Nature Tours 416.633.5666 / 1.800.387.1483 
travel@worldwidequest.com 

NATURE TOURS 

questnaturetours.com 

Ontario 
Nature 

AI! participants on Quest Nature Tours are covered by the terms of the Ontano 
Travel Industry Act (WorldWide Quest International, Ontario - LiCence It 2667946) 
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6 THIS ISSUE LOOKING TO TIlE FUTIJRE 
Passingon theoonservation torch. 
ByCarolineScbultz 

1 MESSAGE BOARD A NATIVE NON-NATIVE 

a EARTH WATCH 
Ontario Nature's fall birding hot spots: staff revea 1 their 
favourite places to witness the fall migration. farmers 
learn to live with at-ris k species; who speaks for 
th e environmen t in the upcomi ng election?; Peter 
Gilchrist, past president or lhe Boardof Directors and 
champion biluer. 

44 ONTARIO NATURE CHAMPIONS 
Honounngourl'(:o-heroes: Ontario Nature's conservation 
award winners. 

46 LAST WORD TREASURE ISLANDS 
Wild s paces, like Onta rio Nature's reserves, arc rich in 
spc..-eics and h istory. By Peler Middlelon 

PASS IT ON lnstOOd or diSCCDding ON Nature after It 
has.been real ~ iJke II With you when you go 10 
your next doctor's aps:dntment Loot at tt while you cue 
waibng:. and then put it 00. the table when you leave 
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18 THE OTTAWA VALLEY IN AUTUMN 
A b'UKlcd louror nine great nature getaways in eastern 
Ontario. ByCaroJill~ &hultt.and Mark Stabb 

24 THE SCENT OF A TURTLE 
Scientists turn to man's best fri end to help rcr:overy 
efforts for one of our most endangered reptiles. 
ByCofIQrMibell 

COVER STORY 
28 WILD CHILD 

Our Nature Guardians program sows the seeds for 
a new crop of environmenta lists. By Denis Seguin 

32 THE BIG PIT 
When The Highland Companiesannounced plans 10 
digoneofthe largest quarries in North America, a small 
but determined a nny of fa !'Iners, cit izens and local 
politicia ns decla red war. And, in the court of public 
opinion, they're winning, By Ceci/y Ross 
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THISISSUE 

Looking to the future 
By Caroline Scholtz 

O vet thccourse orOntario Nature's 8o-year history, we have fought numerous 
battles for conservation. With you, we have witnessed many wins for 
the environment and also, regreWlbly, some losses. As the voice for 

nature in Ontario, we find ourselves preoccupied with the most immediate con­
servation batt les of the day: fend ingoff development to save significant habitat; 
craftinga rescue plan for an endangered species; pushing government to imple­
men t genuine protection for fragile ecosystems a nd aHisk wildlife; a nd. most 
challenging of all, fo rging solutions among disparate stakeholders thai will, 
ultimately, reduceourccologieal foo lpr inton this province. 

But our efforts are not undertaken at the expense of the big picture, a vision for 
the fu ture of Ontario in which the natural wonders of this province are safeguarded 
and the needs of people and wildlife are met so that both can besustaincd. Who 
will ca rry out this vision? Who will takeon tomorrow's environmental battles? 

Our response is that one ofthe most important decisions we can make today is 
to cuI tivate an ethic of conservation in the next generation of environmentalists. 
This is why Ontario Naturecrealed NatureGuardians, a program designed 10 
raise environmental awareness and an appreciation for nature among: young 
people. \Ve know that when kids are given theoppor tunity toexploreand COllnect 
with the natural world, Iheir physical and mental health improves and school 
grades get better. Wealso know that the lack of such outdoorexperienec - a reality 
for many children - has been linked tochildhood obesity, decreased attention 
spans and fewer coping mechanisms for stress. 

Through our p rogram, kids tel l us how they are affected by thenatural world 
and how they plan 10 confront the ecological challcnges before us. For example, 
on the last day of Earth Month this year, five tccns participating in the Nature 
Guardians program look action by organizing five simultaneous events planting 
trccs, clean ing up shorelines and restoring traits. Afterwards, they posted com­
ments and pictures on the NatureGuardians Facebook page, using social media 
to inspire and encourage their peers to follow suit. This is what youth leadership 
looks like. 

AI Ontario Natureweare hand ing thcronservation torch 10 a culturallydiversc 
and very passionate group of young people. Whalevercareer p<llh they end up 
choosing in life, our best possible investment is giving kids experiences thaI will 
pay olTin a power ful dedication to nature in the decades loeome. As Anne Bell, 
our di rector of conservation and (>dueation, says, intimate conlaet with nature gives 
k ids "moments that are filled with colours, sounds, smells, emotion, surprise, 
awe and wonder." 

I n Denis Seguin's cover article for th is issue of ON Nature (page '28), he quotes 
one teen as s.1ying that the Nature Guardians program has made her question the 
\vayshe lives. It's amazing, she adds, tosee kids rising upand taking a stand. We, 
100, are amazed. If you share ou r awe fo r our young guardia ns, please support 
this program. Doingsowill not only help with thedaY-lo-day business of protect­
ingwild species and spaces, it will also, amazingly, help realize the enormous 
potential in tomorrow'senvironmental stewards. '"'Iii.. 
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Natura~ d 
1nva ers 

A native non-native 

MESSAGE BOARD 

I have some renectionson Lorraincjohnson's "Natura l invaders" article on 
invasive non-native plants [Spri ng 2011, page 22j. 

It would be wonderful i f nurseries in Ontario began to label native plan ts that 
are good for sustaini ng birds and other an ima ls as ~cco-fricndly." Education 
would be a necessary component, as gardeners would need to beconvinced that 
holes in the leaves of thei r p lants indicate not impending doom for the garden, 
but a thriving, healthy ecosystem. 

Anotherreflection isthalweneed a nuanced approach to plants that may pose 
a threat loourecosystems. We need to know which plants are the most detrimental 
sowecan properly direct finite resources towards lessoning their impact. 

A nuanced approach would probably find that black locust is not nearly as 
credible a threat as the other invasive plants featured in the article. The black 
locust is native to the eastern United States, as far north as Penn sylvania. But it 
has not arrived from offshore like the 01 her invasive plants. So chances are b lack 
locust is fed upon by a full suiteof native insects that in turn feed birds and other 
vertebrates, Consequently, it is probably fa r less damaging to the environment 
than pia Il ts that have arrived from Asia and Europe. 

The tree proposed asan alternative to black locust - honey locust - also merits 
comment, Honey locust barely enters southern Ontario in the extreme south­
west. Many parts of southern Ontar io are geograph ically closer to the r ange 
of black locust than they are to [that of] honey locust. Is planting honey locust 
instead of black locust appropriate simply because its ra nge squeaks into th e 
political jurisdiction wetall Ontario? I n reality, is honey locust not as forci&'l1 to 
Toronto, Kingston and Ottawa as black locust? 
Don Scallen. Georgetown. Ontario 

Brake for bobolinks 
While living in Glen Wil liams, Halton Hills, I was renting a house on a 60-
hectare property th at had two mati ng pairs o f bobolinks. Afterreading your 
article on the bobolink online [Summer201o, page 24], I joined Ontario Nature 
and have since purchased a membership for my granddaughter. 

Anned with yourarticle and others, I approached lhe farmer who leased the 
haylields on our properly and explained that ifhe cut our fi elds a bit later, the Oedg­
lings wou ld havea chance to sur vive. He had about fo ur large hayficlds at the time, 
and heagreed tocut ours last. 

My point is that wecan all do our part, and cooperating made us both feci ver y 
gratified. I think your alliance with val;OUS falTIlgroups will help, but wealsonccd 
one-on-onecontact with farmers to make them aware. Keep up the good work. 
BU! Shepherd. Glen Willicuns. Ontario 
Executive Director. OREA Centre for Leadership Development 

Correction: The photo of Chris Rathgeber in the Summer 201 1 issue of ON Nature 
(page 17) should have been credited to Jeff Kirk, nol David Briggs. We apologize for 
the error. 
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Birding with Ontario Nature 
You can learn a lot about the culture of an office by its internal memos. This past June, Ontario Nature's el<ecutive director, 

GaroIine SctJuttz, oirt:uLated an all-staff memo alerting us that several d'imney swifts- isted by the Committee 00 the Status of Endangered 

Wildlife in Canada asa threatened species- were flying above ourbuilding. At most workplaces, this announcement would nol be 

a typical one. But at Ontario Nature, where birding is a common pastime about v.t1ich many are passionate, no one was tenibly surprised 

by it. Here. our most avid birders reveal their favourite fall bVding spots, a surprising nwnberol which are found either within or very 

near urban centres. Caroline's pick? Along the south shore of Prince Edward County, near Belleville, which on average attracts 

a ren'\al1(.able 220 bird species a year. 

John Hassell 



co."IS£RI;n,,~' SCW\nJlI.V,jf;£/I. 

I spend A."lHicsll ThanksgivlnQ In New Englend. On the ddve 
down. I often sto~ at rAontezuma tlaturaJ Wildlife Refuge in New 
York Stat&. which ~ a great stagIng area for birds - especially 
waterfowl- also heading south Irom Ontario. Havir'lg crossed Lake 
Ontario, the brds ate on the way to thfW warm, southern wintering 
grouods. I don't have the same luxury; I return to the cold north 
shortly alter Thanksglvillg. 

For fall hawk watching. l Uke to go to Holiday Beach. During the 
fall migration. hawks fly south as far as Lake Erie but don't cross 
the lake, where they would lose the thennals. So they fly west 
along the shorelIne, and the farther west yoo go. the greater the 
volume of birds. For that reason. Holiday Beach is incredible 
for watching broad-winged hawks. Each fall, most of the hawks 
pass by within about a week, and tens of thousands have been 
recorded In a single day. 

you can see thousands of hawks In 
Toronto's High P<K'k, and IWOU'ICI midday 
you stand a good chance of Melng a 
bald eagle. High ~ II!I "'!ttl h my neq.. 

I'AST J'RESJf)[NT, O.\TAIi/O I'I.ATlJIlr'S IICYRDOf' DJIIECTOIIS 

The Toronto Islands are good for birding all year 
round. but especially In the fall, when you can see 
migrating owls and vagrants from ~ south. Wrth R 
short ferry nde, the islands are accessible rign! from 
downtown Toronto. 



What kind 
of energy 
do you want 
to pay for? 

Unless you've made the switch 10 
100% green power, a portion of your 
electri city payment supports fossil-fuel 
based generation that contributes to 
poor air quality and cl imate change. 
In fact for the majority of Canadians, 
electricity represents the single largest 
contributor to the home's pollution 
footprint. * 

What can you do about it ? Simple. 
Make a new choice today to support 
clean, renewable energy instead of the 
dirty s1atus quo. 

Make the deaner choice today. 
bullfrogpower.comfcleaner 
1.877.360.3464 

"See w-NW_b\J llf'~' .comIabOIJ1IIootpnnt,dm 
101 mot"<' informa:.on. 

10 ON N .... TURE AUTU o..tN 20 11 

EARTH WATCH 

Bul ler's gartersnake, a g lobally rare species, is now considered 
endangered provincially as well as federally. 

Ontario Nature's Watch List 
Last June, the Ontario Ministry of Natura l Resources released an updated version of 
its Species at Risk in Ontario List, and the numbers are disquieting. Forty-seven species 
are listed asbeingofspecial concern, 53 are\hreatened, 94 are endangered and 13ars locally 
extinct. Threespeciesare of particular concern to Ontario Nature. Thestatus of both the 
Jefferson salamander and Butler's gartersnakechanged from threatened to endangered. 
The cerulean warbler is now designated as threatened, whereas previously it was listed 
as being of special concern. 

This is the fourth set of rev isions since t he Endangered Species Act was passed in 
2007. Says John Urquhart, Ontario Nature's staff ecologist, "It is disappointing to see 
species that have been on the list fora number of years still in decline. We have known for a 
while they are in trouble, yet we have failed to suffiCiently protect them." 

Human acHvit ies areaitering landscapes in ways that place tremendous strain on many 
of the province's plants and animals. "The underlying story here," says Ontario Nature's 
conservation manager, Mark Carabetta, "is about habitat loss and degradation. Urban 
sprawl causes tremendous hardship for these three species. The growth of cities and 
expansion of road networks are shrinking and tragment~ grasslands, marshes and forests." 

The dominant threats toJeff8fSOn salamanders, which are found in forests and swamps, 
are urbanization, aggregate extraction and resource development in southern Ontario. Small, 
isolated populationsof this salamander can still befound in this part of the province, but they 
probably consist of only a few hundred individuals and are at risk of becoming locally extinct. 

Smaller than other gartersnakes, the Butler's gartersnake inhabits prairies, grasslands 
and fields that have seasonal marshes and wet areas. The loss of prairie habitat and the 
draining of wetlands - often for agricultural purposes - have drastical ly reduced popula­
tion numbers of this snake in southern Ontario, which are declining in 33 percent of known 

sites. The Committee on the Status of Species at 
Risk in Ontario (COSSARO) reports that, since the 
Butler's gartersnake was d iscovered in 1938, its 
range has shrunk by 60 percent. Because this snake 
is endangered in Canada and globally rare. the 
Ontario population is criticallo the species' continued 
survival. 

Cerulean warblers need large, relatively undisturbed 
tracts of mature deciduous or swamp forest, though 
the species has been observed in sma!1 woodlands. 
The populat iOll numbers of this warbler havedeclin­
ed by 30 percent from those in the 1981 to 1985 and 
2001 to 200s counts, and in southwestern Ontario 

Cerulean warbler by 47 percent. COSSARO reports that this species' 
ability to reproduce is not sustainable, threatening 

the estimated 500 to 900 pairs remaining in canada, most of which are found in Ontario. In 
south8fn Ontario, habitat loss due to forest fragmentation and degradation is believed to 
be the main cause of the decline. 

Ontario Naturecontinues to work. with all stakeholders to secure better protection for 
species at risk. To learn moreabout our endangered species research, policy and educa­
t ion in itiatives, visit our endangered species webpage at www.ontarionature.org! 
endangeredspecies. 
John HasseU 
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Wetlands in trouble 
Ontario Nature, working in partnership with the David Suzuki 
Foundation, Ecojustice, Ducks Unlimited Canada and Earthroots, 
are publishing two reports, one focused on the lev~ of protectfon 
afforded fragile wetlands in the Greenbelt, the other on the rich 
diversity of species and ecosystems within the Greenbelt. 

The 72B,434-hectare Greenbelt surrounding the most populous 
region in the country supports morethan one-third of Ontario's 
species al risk and serves as a refuge to many mora plants and 
animals. Our organizations viewed the liming of these reports as 
critical to raising awareness among decision makers of the impor­
tance of IheGroonbelt and how its conservation policies can be 
strengthened, given the upcoming provincial election and reviews 
of the Greenbelt Plan, the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation 
Plan and the Niagara Escarpment Plan, all slated for 2015. 

The ecological importance of wet lands cannot be overstated. 
These delicate ecosystems are critical to water filtration, flood 
retention, erosion control, carbon storage, nutrient cycling and 
groundwatef recharge, and provide habitat for specialized wildlife 
communities. Wetlands also support a landscape that is resilient 
to some of the anticipated impacts of climate change, including 
drought, extreme weather and the loss of biodiversity. 

The Greenbelt wetlands report, which examines the effective­
ness of existing legislation and polices under the Greenbelt Act, 
is the culmination of a two-year investigation incorporating policy 
analysis, surveys and case studies. The biodiversity report, 
focused on the rich web of life along the edge of Canada's largest 
metropolis, highlights the status of the plants, animals and habitats 
that define the region, the benefits they provide, the ongoing 
threats to their persistence and the conservation gains won through 
progressive land-use policy. 

Both reports indicate that Greenbelt policies help protect 
natural heritage. Nevertheless. wetlands and other habitats in 
the Greenbelt are still in danger of being degraded by certain 
land uses, Sl.ICh as aggregate extraction and infrastructure develop­
ment. Both reports emphasize the urgent need for education. 
outreach and support for stewardship initiatives, in addition to 
policy reform. Landowners, developers and residents all need to 
understand the natural values of the Greenbelt and how they 
can best be conserved. 

People and wildlife alike are drawn to the rich habitats that 
make the Greenbelt such a special place. When the landscape 
of the Greenbelt is altered, everyone living downstream feels 
the impact. Conserving this working countryside means that the 
vilal natural functions will continue to benefit Ontarians now 
and long into the future. 
Joshua Wise 

Wetlands provide many nature services including water filtration, 
carbon storage and groundwat8f recharge. 
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EARTH WATCH 

Animalfarm 
"Farming," says Henry Bakkerof Field 
Sparrow Farms, "is about good land man­
agement, ~ thus explaining his participation 
in Trent University's innovative two-year 
research project on altemativeapproaches 
to hay harvesting that can help protect 
important bobolink habitat. 

Unlike other at· risk species rendered 
vulnerable by fragmentation and reduction 
of natural habitat. the bobolink, a pretty 
grassland bird, needs its human neighbours 
to maintain artificial habitat - hayfields 
and pasture - dur ing June. Bakker points 
out that land left alone in Ontario reverts 
quickly to forest; cattle farming, 00 the other 
hand, maintains the grasslands that b0bo­
links need to breed. 

While Field Sparrow Farms already 
conducts its harvests during periods when 
grassland species are not breeding (even 
the farm's name was chosen to reflect the 
owners' concern for grassland birds and 
habitat preservation), the pract ice is not 
cornrnon 011 other farms. Fanners typically 
harvest hay when the crop and the weather 
cooperate, says Harry Stoddart, o f Stod­
dart Family Farm, who is a project partici­
pant . Most years that means mid-June­
right when the hayfields cootain nests fil led 
with baby bobolinks. Rescuing Ontario's 
bobolink populations requires changing 
hay harvesting prac tices, delaying the 
harvest until late July and so potent ially 
making them less profitable. 

Enter Kristen Diemer, a Trent University 
master'sdegroo student, and her project 
comparing the standard harvest schedule 
with a modification: a first cut in late May, 
followed 65 days later by a second cut after 
bobolinks have fledged. Radiotelemetry 
tags track the bobolinks displaced by har­
vest ing, and nest searches and point 
counts determine the breeding success of 
the birds in the control Sites compared 
with the experimental sites. 

Will Bakker's and Stoddart's fellow 
farmers agree and adopt the new harvest­
ing practices, should the altered schedule 
prove beneficial for the bobolink? Stoddart 
believes there will be resistance to any 
majorchanges, as high-quality hay is already 
a hard crop to produce, and Bakker 
argues that compensat ion is key. "Il'sgreal 
to ask farmers to voluntarily get involved," 
he says, "but if society is going to impose 
schedules, there needs to be a recogni­
tion that there is a value to the stewardship 
work that farmers do - a real service that 
is provided." 
Andrea McDowell 

C NNATI .. REW'GAZI N".CO'" 

Let the::':::::;;":, ... ; ,~~~ want Ontario's wilc:life to disappear! 

On September 21 , you can speak up~~ ature. Join Ontario 
Nature and tell all the political candidates running in the 

upcoming election that protecting plants, animals and ecosystems 
is one of the most important issues facing us today. 

Meet us at 11:00am at Queen 's Park on 
Wednesday, September 21 , 2011 . 

On behalf of the near1y 5,500 people 'Nho signed our Charter 
for Biodiversity, you can send a message to government 

saying that the loss of wildlife in Ontario must be stopped. 

ontarionature.org/Rally4Nature 
For more information, cootact Kimberley MacKenzie, director of development. 

at kimberleym@ontarionature.org;41 6-444-841gext.236. 

Your Canadian source for binoculars, spotting scopes and accessories. 

Great optics for less 
than you'd expect! 
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Please join LIS to celebrate 

Ontario Nature's 
81'1 Annual General 

Meeting and Gathering 
at the Opinicon Resort hotel, 

northeast of Kingston 
in the Frontenac Arch. 

The three-day gathering brings 
together scientists and expert 
naturalists to lead workshops, 
talks and field trips as well as 
outings to Fr'Ofltenac Park, St. 
lawrence Islands National Parl<, 
Oueen's University Biological 
Station and Ontario Nature's 
lost Bay Nalure Reserve 

on the eastern arm of Lake 
Gananoque. 

The Fr'Ofltenac Arch is a nature 

lover's paradise where you find 
an abundance of wildlife, 
including rare and endangered 

species such as cerulean 
warblers, prairie warblers, gray 
ratsnakes, common musk turtles, 
five-lined ski"\ks, deerberry, bll.I1l­
lobed 'MXX1sia and pitd1 pile. 

Transportation will be provided 

from the Kingston VIA Rail 
station to Chaffey's Locks 
where the Opinicon Resort 

hotel is kx:ated. 

Watch fOf more informatia'l 
and haN to register 10 the 
wilter issue of ON Nature 

rn<rJaZine and on OIX website, 
www.ontarionature.org. 

Ontari~')l 
Nature~ 

'--------J 
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At-risk woodland caribou depend on the protection affo rded thf'OU<.Jh 
the Endangered Species Act and the Far North Act . 

Vote for the environment 
It often seems that specific issues count for little during elections. Instead, voters are 
subjected to general images of each party, encapsulated in brief, usually negative sound 
bites. Campaigning farthe October 6 Ontario election, the OffICial Oppositioo Conser­
vatives simply distill Premier Dalton McGuinty and his eight-year Uberal administration 
into one word: "Taxman.· The Uberals, in turn, portray Conservative leader Tim Hudak 
as scary and irresponsible. 

How do SI1vironmental concerns fit into this electoral landscape? 
The Uberals will not unveil their platform until September but claim a strong environ­

mental record that inctudes support for renewable energy and conservation through the 
Green Energy Act and feed-in tariffs, a promise to close the province's coal-fired electricity 
stations, creation of the Greater Toronto Greenbelt, the Far North Act to preserve half the 
northern boreal region , and additionat laws to safeguard endangered species and curb 
mining exploration. 

Hudak promises to gut or scrap most of those measures, calling them punitive taxa­
t ion, invasions of individual rights or a hindrance to job creation. The NOP and Green 
Party generally support the government's direction, but say the policies must be made 
more effective. 

TheConservatives argue that the Endangered Species Act would hobble economic 
development in northern Ontario and , in the south, put farmers in danger of extinctioo. 
The NDP- divided between northern members who favour development in their region 
and members from the south who place more emphasis 00 wilderness conservation ­
says Ii sting species is fine but wants, as Timmons-James Bay MPPGiJIes Bisson puts it, 
changes in ~how you deal with it on the ground. ~ 

Similarly, the ConSSf"Vatives claim that the Uberals' revision of lila Mining Act, which 
reined in exploration in southern Ontario and requires consultation with First Nations in 
the north, would kill the industry. The NOP demands more consultation on mining and 
northern tand-use planning, not to slow development but to try to ensure that AborigiMI 
communities benefit from it. 

The Conservatives' task is to incorporate their negative environmental message into the 
basic campaign attack.. 

The NOP and Green Partyface a tougher job, since urging improvements in complex 
policies they approve of in principle requires more detail and nuance than most media and 
voters can likely digest. 

In a wor1d 01 sound bites. how will such messages fare at the ballot box? 
Pete ;:iOni 
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EARTH WATCH 

Out of the woods 
The woodlands of London, Ontario, have been saved from the 
axe. legal batt les over stronger protection for the cily's wooded 
areas finally ended in May, when local developers lost a bid to 
appeal the case to the Supreme Court of Canada. 

While t hat may not be the final word on the matter, Nature 
London 's conservation committee chair and former city councillor 
Sandy Levin is pleased with the ruling. ~ Abou1800 hectares were 
at issue," he says. "That's two percent of the entire area of Londoo. ~ 

The fight began in 2006 after the City of London created a 
policy lowering the threshold for protecting woodlands over four 
hectares in size. Previously, a woodland was protected only if a 
city ecologist gave it a high rating in three of various categories­
such as composition of trees. size, location and age. Roughly 
two-thirds of the city's wooded areas would have failed that test. 

But under the new policy, a woodland needs a high rating in 
only one category, vastly increasing the number of protected areas. 
The London Development Institute - an association of local 
developers - unsuccessfully appealed the new policy to the Ontario 
Municipal Board and to a series of lower courts. In January, the 
institute asked the Supreme Court of Canada to hear an appeal of 
the lower court rulings. In May, the Supreme Court said it would 
not hearthe case. 

That is a relief for Levin, who helped pay lor a lawyer out 01 his 
own pocket to support the city's position. The case cost him 
$100,000, about half of which he recovered through fund raising 
and a lower court decision to award legal costs. 

The institute's president, Jim Kennedy, argues the case was not 
about woodlands, but about the way the policy was implemented 
and its implications for democratic involvement in municipal 
decision-making. Kennedy's group claimed that the more strin­
gent threshold for protecting woodlands should not have been a 
city pol icy, but rather part of the official plan. As a policy, the 
threshold is not subject to public hearings, whereas as part of the 
official plan, it would be. 

"It's a fine point and hard to get across," says Kennedy. "But if 
it was part of the official plan, at least we'd be able to speak to the 
issue through public hearings." 

With london's official p lan in the midst of its five-year review 
- as the province mandates lor all municipalities - Levin worries 
that the process could give developers another avenue. "All the 
developers have to do - with a different city council- is to amend 
the official plan," he says. 
Sharon Oosthoek 

~ Some 800 hectares of wooded areas have been 
.. saved in london, OntariO. 
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This fall. plan a day trip or weekend getaway to 
Canada's southernmost point. Pelee Island. Walk 

through woodlands awash in colour, along waterfront 
trails and windswept dunes . Pick your spot for a 

wonderful birding experience, the island's fall 
m igration - one of North America's most popular. 

Relax on the MV Jiimaan and enjoy the lake crossing 

EXPERIENCE ONTARIO'S 
ISLAND GETAWAYS •.. By F ERRY! 

ontarioferries.com 
1.~\,u., •• ,.2220 
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Meet our board 
Peter Gilchrist 
Past preSid:en:t~ _____ "'E.1I: 

John Hassell What initially got you interested in nature? 
Peter Gilchrist I grew up as an outdoor boy in Ottawa when the 
c ity was just developing, so there were farms and streams to 
explore in the immediate area. It was fun to be outdoors, but it wasn't 
until my mid to late twenties when I spent time w ith someone 
tuned into environmental issues that , by osmosis, I developed a 
true naturalist attitude. 

JH What gives Ontario Nature the authority to speak for 
Ontario's wild spaces and wild species? 
PG Ontario Nature develops positions that are widely supported 
across the Of'ganization 's network of diverse member groups and 
thus by many Ontarians. In addition, for 80 years the organiza­
tion has always taken ascience-based approach, which has estab­
lished its credibility. 

JH Renewable energy sources, wind in particular, have 
unexpectedly become a lightning rod for heated debate within 
communities. How do you navigate this discussion? 
PG We need to separate local issues from provincial and g lobal 
ones. We can come together 00 a principle of want ing 10 green 
the powergrid, and there we only a few ways to do it. Ontaio Nature 
has been at the forefront of promoting eHorts to make SlIre renew­
able energy projects are subject to rigorous environmental assess­
ments and not undertaken at the expense of the wildlife we are 
trying to protect. 

JH What role do you see Ontario Nature's Nature Guardians 
program playing in shaping the environmental movement? 
PG There is a serious risk of the neKt generation 
becoming less connected to environmental issues. QualiflOCl 0f'Q8Il­
izalioos ~ke Ontario Natureare reawakening a connection with 
nature in young people. Fostering that environmental sensitivity 
is the first step in developing the next generation of environ­
mentalleadEll"S. 

ONNAI JH(M ACl.A.ZINE.COM 

JH I have to ask: how long is your bird lisl? 
PG The birding community is varied. Some people just 1ike 10 
look out their window while others like 10 go oul specifically 
to look forbirdstoseeand record. I fall finnly in the lattergroup and 
have seen 4,839 species, almost half of Ihe known speciesoo 
earth. I'm hoping to reachS,OOO in 2011 . 

J H What are some of your favourite birds? 
PG For beauty, rarity and d ifficulty, I would say the endangered 
birds are my favourite. It is amazing to see a species of which only 
a couple of hundred are left. But. for me, the next bird is the one 
that I'm most excited about 

JH Do you have any advice lor aspiring birders? 
PG Don't over1oo1< birding in the winter, Lots of ducks and other 
waterbirds can be found on the Great Lakes. You can see year­
round residents, northern visitOfS that have come to feed and 
some surprises, such as birds that normaJly migrate from south­
ern Ontario yet have remained here for some reason. Owls are 
hard to find at the best of times. but Ontario is blessed with a wide 
variety that regula1y come to its southern regions in the winler in 
search offood. 

JH I understand you travel extens ively to bird watch. Where 
are some of the spots you've particularly enjoyed and why? 
PG I have gone to Point Pelee nearly every spring lor 40 years 
and sl il! find it thrilling. Despite many trips farther afield , Ontario, 
with its narrow, migratory flyways, remalns my favouri te place 
for birding, ln the developing world, you can lind somespectacular 
endemic birds that contrast well w ith those in Ontario. Thejoy of 
viSit ing is often tempered by seeing environmental damage 
caused by economic development. Countries arevaried in how 
they manage their rich resources. which can be significant tourist 
attractions if they are preserved. ~ 
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The 
Ottawa Valley 
inautumn 
A guided tour of nine great nature 
getaways in eastern Ontario. 

By Caroline Schultz &Mark Stabb 

Eastern Ontario naturalists sometimes jokingly refer to the phenomenon of the "Kingston 
curtain" - a perceived boundary in the knowledge and experiences of southern Ontario nature 
lovers about the landscape east of Kingston. During almost a decade of living and working in 
the Ottawa Valley, we both observed this anomaly. We know "the Valley" as a distinct cultural 
community that retains a link to the great river that shaped its history. Defined by its drainage 
through tributaries such as the Petawawa, Bonnechere, Madawaska, Mississippi and Rideau, 
the Ottawa Valley is rich in unheralded natural areas. Now that we have moved from the 
region. we miss our natural history explorations in this beautiful part of the province - the big, 
clean waters. the wild areas and the hidden gems that spice up the landscape. 

Most of these spots have strong river connections. Like the Nile, the Ottawa River flows 
through a gargantuan trench caused by bedrock displacement. The area has a high concentra­
tion of fault lines and the earthquakes that come with them. The geological activity created a 
huge linear depression known as the Ottawa-Bonnechere graben. Hills and cliffs climb steeply 
along the sides. Downstream, clay deposits mark the site of the postglacial Champlain Sea. 

The mighty Ottawa, which drains an area twice the size of New Brunswick (around 146,000 
square kilometres), stil1 has wild shorelines and roaring whitewater. But the 1,300-kilometre­
long river is much diminished from what it once was, not least because of the 50 or so dams 
that interrupt its flow. Some 8,000 to 10,000 years ago, the river carried most of the waters of 
the Great Lakes and carved evidence of its force in the bedrock. The channels of this ancient 
waterway swerve away from the existing riverbed and have developed into large wetlands. 

Spectacular and special sites line the Ottawa River and its tributaries. We encourage you to 
explore some of our favourite spots, places we love to return to. 
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Mer Bleue and Alfred bogs 
Twoof castern Ontario's best-known wetlands - Mer Eleue Bogand Al fred 
Bog - were formed in ancient, low- Iying former ehannelsofthe Ottawa River. 
W hile most bogs in southern Ontario have been drained or mined for peat, 
g roups of committed conservationists have seen to it that large portions of 
these two bogs are protected and, with the aidofboardwalksand interpretive 
signs, accessible to visitors. In the fall, you can fmd thesewellands aglowwith 
the rich redsandauburnsofheath vegetation. 

Mer BleueConservation Area protects a 2,soo-hectare raised peat bog, located 
within the Ottawa Greenbelt. 'l'hesitc was expropriated in the 1940S by the 
Department of National Defence (DND) 10 serve as a bombing range. DND 
ownership a llowed Mer Bleue to escape development am id the rapidly 
urbanizing landscape, and it is now one of the most studied bo{,rs in the country, 
recognized as a wetland ecosystem of international significance under the 
RamsarConvention. 

A walk alongthe l-s-kilomelre boardwalk wiJlgiveyou a true tasle of north­
ern nora, with sightingsofblack spruce, tamarack, bog rosemary, Labradortea, 
blueberry and cottongrass. Orchids, as well as insect ·eating pitcher plants 
and sundew, are also common. Birding is a popular activity here during spring 
and fall migrations, and in the summer you can get gl impses of such breeding 
birds as Lincoln's sparrow, clay-colored sparrow and palm warbler. 

Protecting Alfred Bogrequired agreatereJTort. For,30 years, the bogwas 
actively mined for peal, after a struggle by the Ottawa Field-Naturalists' Club 
(OFNC) and the Vanklcck Hill and District Nature Society(VHDNS) fa iled 
to prevent a zoning change that allowed peat extraction to proceed . Today, 
thanks to dedicated collaboration between the OPNC, the VHDNS, t he 
NatureConservancy of Canada, the South Nation RiverConservation Authority 
and the United Counties of Prescott-Russell, 9Opercentofthe remaining bog 
is permanently protected. The raised peat bog has been building for 10,000 
years and harbours many rare or endanboered plants and animals, including 
the bog elfin bu tterfly, Fletcher 's dragonfly, eastern white-fringed orchid 
and rhodora. Northenl birdssuchas thegrayjay and black-backed and three­
toed woodpeckers have been spotted there. 

AQ,200 hectares, the Alfred Bog is the largest peatJand in southern Ontario 
and the prideof Alfredand Plantagenet Township. "Rarelydo yougo there 
when there isn't someone visiting the boardwalk,~ says "'rank Pope, OFNC 
member and chair of the Alfred BogCommittee, which oversees the bog's 
protection. "It gives a super view ofthe heath portion of the bog." With a nature 
reserve at its core, the bog adds wildness loan otherwise tame agricultural 
landscape. Moose still inhabit the area, which is outside the species' typical 
range. Alfred Bog is well worth a visit, though it's a bit more out of the way 
than Mer Bleue and Ihe boardwalk ismore rustic. 
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Conroy Marsh 
The midd le reaches of the Madavvaska 
River arc best known for thrilling 
whitewater, bu t they also contain a 
hidden oasis. Conroy Marsh spans the 
confl uenceofthe Madawaska, York and 
Little Mississippi rivers, and has been 
an important travel corridor for people 
and wildlife for thousands of years. 
In the late 18oos, it was also a busy junc­
tion for theshipmcnt ofredand white 
pines. Today, thearea isa 2Aoo-hectare 
provincially significant wetland, pro­
tccted as a conservation reser ve. 

The large wetland, south of Comb­
ermere and bounded on the north by 
Negeek Lake, is made up of marsh, fen 
and swa mp habitats, and has stands 
of wild rice - a boon for waterfowl. It is 
also a known hoi spot for wild cran­
ber ries. River otters, ospreys and bald 
eagles live here, and the marsh sup­
por ts healthy populations of black and 
ring-necked ducks. Hemmed in by 
the hills oflhe Madawaska High lands 
and broken up by gran ile mounds, the 
eight-kilometre-longConroy Marsh is 
an ideal area to explore quietl y by 
canoe or small boat. With its many side 
channels and inviting indentations, 
the marsh is a p lace in wh ich you can 
get pleasantly lost. 
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Madawaska Highlands trails 
In the rugged and wild forest ed hills of the Madawaska Highlands, 
undeveloped Crown land eclipses private holdings, and logging, hunt­
ing, trapping and fishing continue on the publ ic lands. But over the 
past decade, some new opportunities have opened up for nature lovers 
to explore the publie proper ties in this land of marble and granite. 

For people who crave the self-propelled challenge of back co untr y 
wilderness exploration, the Mada,vaska Highlandsoffer a number of 
ways to become immersed in the region's natural history. At Calabogie 
Lake, local resort Qwnersand municipal authorities have opened a 
series ofloop trails that lead to wonder ful vistas of the hills. Eagle's 
Nest Trail a nd Manitou Mountain Trail are two well marked and 
well u1>ed paths through highland habitats. 

But perhaps the best introduction to thisarea is the Griffith Uplands 
trail. Opened in 20J 0 (with assistance from the Greater Madawaska 
Township), it offers a two- to t hree-hour walk that takes you fi r st 
through a young forest and then across a clea r creek, where trail 
creator Tim Yearington has left a water cup to tempt thirsty hikers. Here, 
youean actually hear the water running underground through the 
fractured rock. Then the ascent starts. You climb past some mature 
standsofpineand oak before the forest begins to open up to barren 
rock, with shrubs and stunted trees a long the hill tops. In summer, 
you may see bl ueberries in profuSion and woodland sunflower. 
The trail even skirts some wetlands nestled up in the hills. 
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Larose Forest 
A mere30"minute drivccast from Ottawa along Highway 417, the L.'l rost' Forest 
is an oasis ofbiod iversity in the heart of an almost entirely agricu ltural arca. 
The lo •. S4o-hectare stretch e fla nd includes a complex of wet la nd s. r ipa rian 
thickets, small open areas, and mixed dcciduousand coniferous forest. 

The woods are home to an impressive numberof breeding birds. offering 
a refu ge for whip-poor-will s (listed as a threatened species) and evening 
grosbeaks. It is alsooneofthe few breeding locations in eastern Ontario for 
the Ca pe May warbler. More than 2OOspeciesofmoths have been observed 
in the forest, and the lisi ofbutterfliesspolled there nowstandsat67, at least two 
of them - the mulberry wingskipper and the pcpper-and-salt skipper - con­
sidered very rare. Among the 12 known species of reptiles and amphibians 
found here are the fo ur-toed salama nder a nd the th reatened Blanding's 
turtle. And fo r mushroom enthusiasts, Larose Forest is a fantastic hunting 
ground , with more than soo species. "Larose Forest has enough biodiversity 
10 satisfy any natu ralis t, whatever thei r interests, whether nora or fau na ." 
says Christine Ha nrahan of the Ottawa Field- Natu ralists' Club (OFNC). 
"The variety isastonishing." 

Dia ne Brunet, o f the Clu b de Miroise de l'Est On ta ricn, also sings t he 
fo rest's praises: ~The L.'lrose Forest isoneof thecrown jewels of the United 
CounliesofPrescoIt and Russell. This beautiful historical area is cherished by 
all nature lovers, bird watchers, mycologists, or simply fo r a nature walk." 
("La ForH Larose est un desjoyaux des ComtCs un isde Prescott et Russell. Ce 
merveilleux site historique est privilegil:de tous. que ce soit pour l'obscrvation 
d 'oiseaux, la mycologie ou simplemen tunc randonnec en nature.") 

The ext raordinary thing about th is haven of b iodiversity is that it is less 
than 100 years old. In 1919. agrologist Ferd inand Larose plan ted the first 
con ifers on aba ndoned far mlands(known as the Bou rget Deser t) a round 
the presen t -day villages of Limoges and Bourget. Since then. more than 18 
million trees have been planted by an ar ray offorward-Ihinkinggroupsand 
agencies. Today. the forest p roduces Forest Stewardship Council-cer tified 
timber and is logged , with care being taken for its ecological in tegri ty,during 
the winter months. 

The OFNC has done extraord inary work in documenti ng the species in the 
forest and keeps adding new records. Any naturalist planninga visit should 
download the species lisls fro m the Larose Forest website (www.ofnc.ca/ 
conscrvation/ larose/ index.php), along wi th other in formation about this 
ecological gem. 
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Oxford Mills 
For a un ique natural h istor y experience, 
consider a winter trip toOxford Mills, on 
Kempt ville Creck. a tributary of the Rideau 
River. Roughly 60 kilometres sou th of 
Ottawa. this arca is the haunt of naturalists 
Fred Schuc1cr an d Aleta Karstad. who 
offer one of the few wintel' herpetological 
progra ms: Mudpuppy Nights. Mud­
puppies are secretive aquatic salamanders 
w ith fro nd-like externa l gi lis. These 
animals are active year-round in many of 
our bodies of water (much to the surprise 
of numerous ice-fi shers). The salamanders 
tend to concentrate in flO\vingwaterfrom 
timeto time.and in the 19905. a large number 
were d iscovered just below the dam in 
Oxford Mills. They move fairly slowly a nd 
can be seen from the shore with the a id 
ora flashlight. 

Sch ueler and Karslad , both committed 
natura I historians, held the first Mudpuppy 
Night in 1998. Today. Mudpuppy Nights 
are recognized as the longest· ru nn ing 
,villtcr herpetological program in Canada. 
Theseevenls are held on Fridayevenings 
through much of the winter, and kids get 
priori ty to observe the sl ippery creatures. 
"H's your on ly chance to see an active 
amphibian when the air temperatu re is -26 
C!" Sch ue ler claims proudly. 

Outside the winter field season, Schueler 
and Karstad ,a longwith family, friends 
and visiting researchers,operate the Bishop's 
Mil ls Natura l HistoryCentre.offer ing 
resea rch and ed ucational programs and 
facilities. It is a plal'Cwhercyou can learn 
about thenatural historyofeastern Ontario 
from a committed and concerned family 
and community. 
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Gillies Grove 
Toweringwhitepines.hugemaplesandstately 
beech abound at theGilliesGrovc. The23·hectare 
nature reser ve is w ith in the boundaries of 
A rnp rior, about an hour's d rive up the Ot tawa 
Valley northwest of Ottawa, making it an excellent 
destination or stopover spot on longer journeys. 

The Grove, as it is known locally, isa p recious 
remnant of themagni ficenl forest Ihat once 
covered this region. II containssomeofthe Ottawa 
Valley's most impressive whi le pines. one of 
which may hold the record forthe tallest pi nei n 
Ontario. As you wander aJong the well laid 
out trails, expect the for est to echo with t he 
SQuawking calls and pounding of its resident 
pileated woodpeckers,alongwilh thegcn tler 
tappi ngof sapsuckers a nd hairy and downy 
wood peckers. The woodland is also home to 
bar red owls, r ed· s ho u ldered hawks a nd 
sca rle t tanager s . 

Michael Runtz, president of the Macnamara 
Field Natu ralists' Club, recalls howasa child 
he got a glimpse into the lifeofthe fo rest inside 
the Grove. ~I have fond memoricsofskipping 
church toseardl (or owls, pilealcd woodpeckers 
and lady's-slippers.~ he says. 

Visitors will fi nd a rich array of p lan t life 
here. In spring, the forest noor isa livingearpet 
of hepaticas, spring beauties, violets, and both 
red and white trill iLlllls. ln summer, white bane· 
berry (also known as doll's eyes) a nd Indian 
pipe pu nctuate the lushgrcen u nderstorey. In 
fall, look for intcresting fungi, including soccer 
bal l'sized giant puftballs. 

The Grove is the legacy of the Gillies family, 
oneoftheOtta\Ya Valley's ~Iumber king" fami lies. 
They bequeathed the Grove with the intent 
that it be preserved and enjoyed by the people 
of the town of Arnprior. However, the path 
to protection p roved cha llengi ng, involv ing 
decades of wr angl ing with the s ubsequen t 
L.'t ndowner, beforeconscrvationists and donors. 
bot h local and from as fa r away as Toronto 
and Montreal, secu red the property. Today, the 
Nature Conser vancy of Canada ow ns and 
manages GilJies Grove, with stewardshipsup· 
port from local volunteers. 
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The Bonnechere parks 
The Bonnechere River weaves through the heart of Renfrew Coun ty and 
links many of its communities, includ ing theold mi ll towns of Renfrew, 
Eganvi1le, Douglas and Kilialoe. The Algonquin first Nation's history 
with the river - in particular thearea where it mectsGolden Lake - goes 
back at least 5,000 years. 

Visitors can gel fi ne viewsofthe river at bridges and a long roadsides 
across the southern part of the county. But toget a stronger feel for this 
waterway, ven ture u pstream to Round Lakeand explore the Bonnecherc 
parks. Bon nechere Provincial Park sits on an ancient sand delta that pro· 
tects the mouth of the Little Bonnechcrc. as t he section of the rivcr stretch ing 
northwest from Round Lake is called. Pa rk trails invite you to explore 
the wetlands and oxbows fonned by the river's meanderi ng path through 
deepsand. This process also created a beach on the northern shorcof 
Round Lake, washed with clean, clear water fL'CI by the protected \Yatershed. 
Nearby Bonnechere River Provincial Park isone of Ontario's sou them­
most waterway parks, snak ing along Little Bonneehere's shores to 
Algonquin Provincial Park, wher e the river originates. 

Fo restsof red and white pine, red and silver maple, black ash, eastern 
hem lock and even standsof whiteoak flourish along the largely undevd­
oped river valley, and g ive you an idea of what this area was like before 
European settlement. 'I'here is 11 variety of trails for easy hiking, from the 
oxbow meanders at the river's mouth to the Egg Rock trail that brings you 
up the fault line to a lovely vista of the valley. 

You can aisoexplorc the river by canoe, flootinga long its main1yealm, Oat 
\Yater. Camping on the shores will bring you intoclosecontact with loons, 
bitlcms, herons, turtles and frogs in the many adjacent wetlands, and you 
can admire thestandsof red and white pine that loom like sentinels above 
the river that onccearried entire pine forests to market in logdrivcs. 

ThcstaffofBonnechere River Provincial Park is dedicated to natu ral 
and cultural history, and has developed extensive education programs, 
research projects and publications to give visitors a deep understanding of 
the local residents' relationship with the river. You can learn about its 
historyon archeological digs, alonginterpretive trailsand through theatrical 
recreations during "spiri t s~ walks. Ask park staff to guide you to such 
memor able sites as the famous Bonneehere Caves to the south, to the 
officially non'operatingbut accessible Foy Provincial Park across th{' 
lake, or on quiet hikes along I he river. And for people seckingan entry·I~-e1 
ca mpingexpcrience, Bonnechere P rovincial Park isone of t he few 
Ontario parks where visi tors can reservc rustic cabins. 
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Westmeath Provincial Park 
One-of the- fe-w undeveloped areas left along the Ottawa River is the- 61O-hectare 
Westme-ath Provincial Park, about 30 minu tes' drive- soul heast of Pembroke. The 
park is p rimarilymadc upofanactivesand spit, which continues to grow northeast 
into the Ottawa River. Relict beach ridges and terraces can be found here, as well as 
an actived unesystem that runs along the spit's western edge, where the sand land­
scapeisconstant!ychanging. 

The fl ora here is exceptional. The dry beach and several wetla nd a nd u pland 
communities are habitat for rare species such as blue beech and si lky dogwood. 
T he forest contains abundant pine and is an excellent p lace for mushroom forays 
from late August through the fall. Lale sum mer and ran are also brre3.t for waterbird 
sightings. Shorebirds use the beaches as migratory feeding stops from late August 
until October. In late April and a~ .. a in from early to mid September, the sand spit­
enclosed Bel lows Bay isan important staging-area for migrating waterfowl. How­
ever, be aware that waterfowl hun ting is permitted in the bay, so visit before 
September 17 wh en the duck a nd goose season opens. 

The wetlands are home to map turties, a species listed n ationally and in 
Ontario as being of special concern. The park is also one of the few known Ottawa 
River locations where the eastern spiny softshell turtle was once foun d, giving 
herpetologists hope that the species will return there one day. 

Westmeath has no facilitiesor staff on site, b ut the park is worth the extra d Iori 
necd<.-'Ci to reach it. You can get there from Highway 17 by exiling northeast on County 
Road 7, then turningleftontoCounty Road 21. From the junction of County Roads 
21 and 12, drive cast 4.5 kilometres alollgthe gravel access road. A park boundary 
sign is posted near a gated access road that enters the park. 

While writing this article, we lost a dear 
friend and a champion of natural history 
in the Ottawa Valley. Chris Michener was 
an avid naturalist and professional field bio­
logist, a founding member of the Pembroke 
Area Field Naturalisls Club and, most recently, 
the coordinator of the ambitious Renfrew 
County biodatabase project. Michenerwas 
well known as a friendly trip leader and 
field companion and as a hard worker, char­
acteristically behind the scenes, for natura 
in the Valley. He succumbed to cancer in 
June. We miss him very much, but for now 
we remember him through this article about 
places he explored and loved. 
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OiseauRock 
For many people who live along provincial or national borders, locations a re 
defined less by political boundaries than by landforms and familyeonnec­
tions. The people of the Ottawa Valleyare no different. They see the Ontario 
and Quebec sides as part of one vast entity. And for residen ts of the upper 
Ottawa Valley around the Ontario towns of Chalk River and Deep River, 
Quebec'sOiseau Rock is an icon. "Geologists, biologists, naturalists, histo­
rians and archeologists all agree that Oiseau Rock is oneofCanada's least­
known but best-lovL-'Ci spots," says Elizabeth Bond, a local historian. 

Overlookinga narrow reach of the Ottawa across from Chalk River, the 
150-metreshecr faceofOisea u Rock rises outofthe r iver in Pontiac County, 
Quebec. The water below isjust as deep. The majestic landform made an 
impression on the earliest residents, who left more than 70 pictographson its 
granite wa1ls documenting hu nl ing parties, myth s and even the coming of 
Jesuit priests. Oiseau Rock is a sacred site for the Algonquins ofPikwakanagan 
First Nation near Golden Lake, as wcll as for the Kitigan Zibi Anishinabeg 
First Nation in thearea around Maniwaki, Quebec. 

In Ontario, the site is acccssiblconly byboat or canoe, which can be rented 
locally. Itcal1 be rcached by road on the Quebecside. A gentle4o-minute 
climbwiU bring you tothcpeak, with its p anoramicviewsof lhe valley, from 
Algonquin Par k 10 the Ottawa River's roaringwhitcwater. Hikersarcalso 
reward ed at the lop by a gloriollsly clear spring-foo lake, perfect for a refresh­
ing swim. Along theway, watch for soaring bald eagles and peI"Cb'fine falcons, 
which nest on thecrestofOiseau Rock. "'MtI.. 

Caroline Schultz is the executive directorof Ontario Nature and Mark Stabb is 
tbe central Ontario program manager for the Nature COflseroancy of Canada. 

Interested in visiting one (or more) of these hidden gems? Please visi t ON 
Nature's website for all the contact information: onnaturemagazine.com 
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Scientists turn to man 's best friend to help in recovery efforts 
for one of our most endangered reptiles. 

Text and Photography by Conor Mihell 

( 

ha'1:,'ingalongafrenl'ticcour5e lhl'OughaCi'dar swamp, 
Rebel looks like any youth fu l L:'lbrador retriever 
exploring the outdoors. Nose tosoggyground, he zig­
zags haphaz..rdly through tangled alders at a pace 

no human could match. Rebel's ha ndler, Ontario Ministry of 
Natural ResoWttS(MNR)conservation officer Mike Buckner. 
seems exasperated by his dog's hyperactivity. "He always 
wants to beat thefrontofthevack." sighs Buckner, who has 
been IrainingMNR "canine units" for 12 ycarsand is currently 
serving as the actingsupcrvisor of provincial canine services. 

BranchcssL,pmyface,mudgrnbsatmyfcclandmosquitoes 
chase in my wake as I follow Rebel and Buckner, as well as 
MNR species-at-risk biologists Nathan Hanes and jcssica 
Sicoly, through the wetland. With g reat relief, we emerge 
onto a sandy beach on a river north of Sault $te. Mane, where 
Hanesand Sicolyareconductinga field survey in search of 
wood turtIL'S,a species listed asendangcrcd under thepro­
vincial Enda ngered Species Act (ESA). (Due to Iherisk of 
wood turtlecollcction forthe illegal pet trade, MNRdocsnot 
disclose the precise locations of this turlle.) With his sharp 
nose and go·anywhercenthusiasm, two·year-old Rebel­
who is trained to Ontario Provincial Po lice dog standards 
and capable of detecting a dozen different scents - is the 
team's turtlc-sniffingsecrct weapon. 

Ontario is home loan estimated 1,100wood turtles, or 
about 8 percent of the North American population, which 
ranges from Onlario to Nova Scot ia, throughout the Great 
Lakes states and as far south as Virginia. Joe Crowley, a 
Peterborough-based MNR herpetology species-at-risk 
speciali s t, says the distribution and abundance of wood 

tur tles on the Ca nadian Shield of central Ontario, at the 
northern and western edges of the species' range in Ontario, 
"has probably remained relatively consistent with pre-­
sett lemen t conditions." However, habitat loss due to agri ­
culture and development, road mortality and pressure 
from poachers have all but wiped OUi wood turtles from 
Iheir historical southern Ontario range, and forestry and 
off-road vehicles are probablyeur tailing nor thern popula­
tions aswell. 

As I pause tocatchmy breath after completing the bush· 
whack, Rebel'sefficieney leavcsmedumbfounded.ln the time 
it takes five humans tomerely sp:>t the wisp y marks left by 
a wood turtle in the sand, Rebel has found thesourcc ofthe 
tracks - a dessert-plate-sized turtle with orange ap!X'ndages, 
a tiger· tail-patterned underside and a gnarled, wood-like 
shell that camouflages it perfectly in a bramble of dogwood 
and ferns. Rebel perks up his ears, wags his tail rapidly and 
sits, proud of his find and quivering with excitement. As a 
reward, Buckner flips him a rubberbaJl,and Rebel lies down 
for a satisfyingehC\v. 

It 's late May, and in the next few weeks this femalewood 
turtle (its gender identifiable by its flat lower shell, or plastron) 
will likely layaclutehofup 1018eggson a beach like this 
one. She has probably just wandered away from the water 
to warm herselfin the morningsun, Hanes teJls us, as he 
recordsa ir and \vater temperature readjngs. Wood turtles 
spend more limeon land than anyotherofOntano'seight 
species of turtle. Since tu rtlcs rely on their external environ ­
ment to regulate their body temperature, in all likelihood 
thisone spent the cool overnight hours in the relatively wann 
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How you can help turtles 
The fact that the Ontario Reptile and Amphibian Atlas has added more than 160,000 records, many provided by the public, 
to provincial natural heritage databases in just two years demonstrates volunteers' ability to playa key role in conservation. 
Ontario Nature staff ecologist John Urquhart says the biggest contribution the public can make is to document and report 
sightings of species such as turtles, salamanders and frogs. Under Ontario's Endangered Species Act, simple observations 
Identifying species and their location (preferably including photos and a site description) "automatically create the potential to 
protect their habitat.~ says Urquhart. 

Rural property owners can go further by being good stewards of their land. Maintaining buffefS around watercourses protects 
water quality and presmves important transitional habitat, making it a valuable ecological practice for conserving populations 
of reptiles, amphibians and other species of wildlife. 

For more information, visit these websites: 

Ontario's Reptile and Amphibian Atlas: www.ontariona1ure.orgIatJas 

Adopt· A·Pond: www.loronlozoo.com/adoptapond 

Ontario Turtle Tally: www.torontOloo.com/adoptapondlfurtletally.asp 

Conservation Ontario: www.conservation-ontario.on.ca 

Ontario's Species at Risk Program: www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/business!species/index.hlml 

Conor Mihell 

riveT water. The species also spends thewintermonths in 
rivers or streams under the ice. (Turt les, like frogs, snakes, 
Ii zards and salamanders arc "ectotherms,~ meaning that 
their surroundings conlrol their body temperature.) 

Wood turtles don't mature unlil well intotheirtcensand 
have a very low reproductive success rate due to floodingof 
nest sites, parasites, infertility, and predation byraecoons, 
foxes and skunks, which eat turtle eggs. "A female may only 
produce a couple of ofTspringover thecourse of her life that 
survive to adulthood," explains Crowley, who previously 
coordinated theOntado Reptilea nd Amphibian Atlas 
project for Ontario Nat ure. But since adult wood turtles 
have few natural predators, Ihey can live upwards of 50 
years - enough time to maintain stable populations. This 
is why the species has persisted since the dinosaur age. 
But now itscontio ued survival is threatened - by us. 

T
he impactofhumans has put seven ofOntado's eight 
tut11csjX'Cieson theprovincc'sspeciesat risk list Part 
ohhe reason for thedecline in wood turtles is the loss 
offloodplainsand mixcd-shruband wood forests­

preferred terrestrial habitats for turtle nesting and foraging 
- and theeontamination and alteration of !;wift-moving 
rivers and streams that areessential forthe turt.les' year-round 
survival. Loggingroadsoflen bisect wood turtle habitat 
along waterways, increasing the risk ofroadkill (sec "Road 
block,~ opposite page)and allowingal1-tcrrain vehide users 
u nfettered access to sensitive turtle nesting areason sand 
and gravel beaches. Ai; well, roarls ollen support exploding 
populations of voracious, deveiopmenHolera nt raccoons 
and other predators that thrivt! in human-a! tered habitat. 

Due tothe low breeding rate of wood turt les, "even a slight 
increase in annual adult mortality can cause slow but steady 
declines in populations,~ says Crowley, and a spike in poach, 
ingcan wreak instant havoc on populations. An internal 
MNR report demonstrated thatoneOntariowood turtle 
population decreased bY70 percent between 1993aOO 1995. 
probably due tosystematic poaching. While i l1egaJ <."Olledion 
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is less of a concern. in the far-l1ung reaches of central Ontario, 
Sau lt Ste. Marie District MNR biologist Sieoly found a 
v-:ood turtleon a r('1Ilote river last May with leash holes d rilled 
in its shell - no doubt a pel traderefugee. 

'l'he first step in staging the species' recovery is identi fying 
key habitat and remaining wood turtle populations. With 
the help of Rebel and !woother M NR tracking dogs trained 
in detecting wood turtles, biologists like Hanesand Sieoly 
are scouring areas through ou t northeastern Ontario in 
search of v iable a nd vestigia l wood turtl e popu lations. 
Info nnationgleaned from thcscsurveys iscatalogued in their 
localdalabase, which is then used in land-use planni.ngfor 
forestry, water-power devd opmenl and othcr activities. 

Meanwhile, Ontario Nature, with support from MNRand 
Environment Canada, is conducting its own field surveys 
and relying heavily on "cili7..en science" to helpgather informa­
tion for Ontario Nature's ongoing Repli ie and Amphibian 
Atlas project. Over the past two years, the atlas project has 
collected more than 160,000 occurrence reports - in part 
from members of the public(sce ;'1 low you can help turtles," 
tJ1is page) - of reptiles and amphibia os across the province, 
almostdoublingthcnumberofentriesingovernmentdatabases. 
According to Ontario Naruce sta fT ccologistJohll Urquhart, 
Ihis infonnation is filii ng a · 'shamefu l ~ knowledge gap about 
the ran&'C and distribution of many species that are rapidly 
disapp:oaring. What's more, Urquhart's work iscrcatillgmore 
safe havens for endangered species like the wood turtle. 
~Spec ies don't get habi tat protection unless there's a eon­
finned occurrence in a partieul ar location," he says, ~That's 
why it 's so importa nt that we goout and find evidence of 
turtles in a particular place." 

The wood turtle became thecen lre ofa heated debate in 
2009when the Liberalgovcmment acted on theadvice pro ­
vided in a wood turtle recovery strategy, and created swaths 
of regulated habitat. 8ecauseindividual wood turtles have 
been shown to moveas far as 600 metres away from bod ies 
of water to forage and can range up tosi.x kilometres along 
a waterway, the team advised the government todesignate 



known habitat along rivers and streams as bcingsubject to 
permits for development. Documented wood turtle habitat 
in southern Ontario was afforded 2oo-metre-wide buffers 
on either side of watercourses, extend ing 2,000 metres up­
and downstream; in central Ontario, these buffers were 
increased tosooand 6,000 metres, respectively_ 

Forestry lobbyists and resource-based communities 
cried foul, arguing that this ~overbearingprotection of wood 
turtle habitat~ would effectively shut down the already 
faltering forest industry_In response, Ontario Naturechallenged 
loggers to address the sector's fundamental problems - "the 
slrongCanadian dollar, the falling demand for products 
like pulp, newsprint and lumber, and highly effi cient, low­
cost global competitors" - rather than making wood turtles 
a scapegoat_ "It is time for the [Onta rio Porest Industries 
Association] to s top b laming endangered species for an 
economiccrisis,~ concluded an op-ed signed byOntario 
Nature'sexecutivc director, Caroline Schultz, which appeared 
in the Pembroke Duily Observer. "The rea I casualties deserve 
better. They deserve what most citizens want; an industry 
that conserves endangered species a nd jobs.~ 

For its part, MNR points lothe flexibility ofESA habitat 
rcgu lations, which allo","' for striking a compromise between 
diffe rent land practices. "Essentia l1y, there aren't any 
speci lic dos and don'ts," says Crowley. "Restrictions are going 
to be assessed on a case-by-case basis.~ The ESA prohibits 
killing, harming, harassing and capturing a livingmembcr 
of a species that is listed as threatened orendangered in 
Ontario, oragainst damagi ngor destroying its habitat. Under 
the legislation, comtxlniescan obtain pennils by demonstrat­
ingecological net benefits through mitigation strategies. 
wWe're looking at whetheror not the activity would impair 
the function of the ecosystem," adds Crow Icy. 

Urquhart genera lly accepts this compromise. "In principle, 

Rebel, with handler Mike Buckner, sits long 
enough for his picture to be taken. 
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Road block 
Ontario Naturestaff ecologist John Urquhart likes to describe 
turt les as "miniature tanks" that have evolved durable 
protection from predators. But turtles are defenceless 
against a speeding automobile. What's more, turtles 
stranded on roadways are easy targets for poachers. State 
Umversity of New York researchers used models to pre­
dict thaI, in areas with lois of roads, roadkill rates for semi­
terrestrial turtles (such as wood turtles) would probably 
lead to their evenlual disappearance. 

Members of the public need not get dirty to reduce turtle 
road mortality. "Keep your eyes open while driving, and if you 
see a turtle, and it's safe 10 do so, pull over and move it off 
Ihe road," says J oe Crowley, MNR herpetology species­
at-risk specialist. 
C.M. 

Ihe system can't fail. If there's always net gain with every 
penni! issued, then the species cannot d isappear," he notes. 
However, he hasconcems about how the framework func­
hons in reality. wThc problem with overall benefit is that nobody 
knows how to measure il. If you create a new wetland as 
mitig:ltion, how can you say thai turtles arc going to be able to 
su(:t:essfully overwinter there?" Just as I he J::SA is flexible in 
issui ng permits to well-planned development s, decis ion 
makingon whatcOTlstitutes mitigaliollmustalsoevolveon 
the basisof experience. ~Biological systems arc complicated," 
5.'\ys Urquhart. "We understand Ihat MNR has 10 make an 
cducatooguess. But when you do that, post hoc monitoring 
is critical andso is the need toadapt to what's leamedover­
time. Thafsgoing to bethetest of whether or not theoveraJ\­
benefit clause actually work s." 

g ack on the river north of Sault Stc, Marie, Sicolyandan 
. assistant quickly measure and weigh the wood turtle, 

take ooteson the habitat in which it was found, check 
(or any injuries and use a metal filetocreate unique, 

harmless indentations on the perimeter scutes (enlargt'<i 
scales on the shell) of its carapace to identify it in future 
surveys. Aside from the wood turtle being another spoke 
in thewheel of biological diversity, resea~hers admit that 
little is known about the role this species plays in the greater 
ecological community. ';They're not a kcystonespccics" that 
actsasa Iynchpin for the entire ecologica l community, says 
Crowley, ~but if wood turtles disappeared, you could have a 
number of chain effects il1lheecosystem.~ As opportunistic 
omn ivores, wood tUl,tlesarepart pn.'<iator, scavenger. and 
plant- and fungi-eater. 

Sicoly finishes taki ng notes and paSSl..'S me the surprisingly 
docile animal for a closer look. ~The real reason you can tell 
it 'sa girl is because she's so \\'ell bchaved,~ shejokes. And for 
a moment, asweget ready tohead back downstream, I hold 
a one-kilogram, h'"ently squirmingexampleof olle of Ontario's 
most imperilled species . ...,.;u.. 

Regular ON Nature CQtllributorConor Mibe/I lives in Sault Ste. 
Marie, Hisjirsl book, awrko/ non-fiction about LakeSuperior, 
will be published by Dundurn Press in tbespring 0[2012. 
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ON A CHillY SPRING MORNING, it takesa lot ofimagina­
lion to picture a forest along thiseastem fringt' of the Greater 
Toronto Area. Acres of damp farmland stretch west and 
south , s tubbled w ith sta lks and desiccated cobs of cattle 
corn left from the passage of last autunm'scombine har­
vcsters.Clodsofearth poke out of pudd les, and low a reas 
arc nothing but muddy swamp after a very wet April. But 
this field is a specialspace. Named fo r the lateenvironmental­
ist, the Bob Hunter Memorial Park is a 2OO-hectare swath 
of what will become - with the helpofa llewgeneration of 
conser vation act ivists - Canada's next nat ional park. 

Jim Robb. general managcrofthe Friendsofthe Rouge 
Watershed. standson a rise as heexplains the 35-year journey 
to this point, from the near-miss that would have put this field 
on a night path to a major airport in Pickering, to a massive 
habitat restoration and amelioration project that balances 
wi lderness and susta in able local farming, "Every year we 
bri ng out about 4,000 people to plant 6o,ooo nativetrees, 
shrubs and wildnowers," hesays, "'('e n years ago, there were 
onlythrccsycamore trees left in the Rouge. Now, there are 
probably 3,000," Then he t urns to watch this year'scrop of 
Nature Guardians - noneofthem born before 1990 - tromp 
toward him across the field. 

Launched in 2009 with a three-year grant from the Ontario 
Trillium Foundation, the NatureGuardians program con­
nects kids with theirwiJd side and with nature preservation 
activities. Partoft hat program is the vibrant Youth Council, 
which consistsof22 energctic a nd outgoi ng teens from 
across the province who organize volu nteeri ng opportuni­
ties in their comm u ni ties; people I ike Stephanie Glanzmann 
- a weil-spoken 16-year-old who is not sure yet what career 
she will choose but knows she wan ts to make a difference 
in the world, 

Glanzmann haschoscn 10 focus on the Rouge watershed, 
which has been a special space fo r her a nd her fami ly ­
enth usiastic h ikcrs a1l - for as long as she ca n remember. 

"I t's onc of the few big parks accessible to Toronto. I've 
always been going out here. and so has my family. So this is 
giving back." 

Not a moment too soon. There is agreat need for the 
enthusiasm of people Ii ke Glanzmann, "Ontario's naturalist 
commu nity isgreyingand membersh ip in nature clubs is 
in decline," says Sarah Hedges, the Nature Guardianscoordi­
nator. "The clubs are worried for their future For some 
time, Ontario Nature has had a genera l outreach program 
- essentially an adult version of the Nature Guardians. But 
Hedges, whoat 22could be a Nature Guardian herself, says, 
~Wedccidcd to refocusoureITortson youth ," How young? 
Very. The program is aimed at kKls Iivet018, although univer ­
sity-agcd studentsarealso ",('Icome. 

Thesero for the Youth Counci l was planted al a youlh 
summ it for b iodiversity held in June 2010. Sixty-fi ve h igh 
school-aged Nature Guardians from across the province 
attended a weekendftlled with workshops on a rangeoftopics 
("Slime and Scales"), seminars ("Boreal in Jeopardy") and 
inspirational speeches (astronaut Roberta Bondar delivcred 
the keynote address) guaranteed to stoke environmental 
fervour. Thechallengewas not somuch to find the next gm ­
eration of Jim Robbs, bu l to helpyoungpeople rmd theJim 
Robh within them. At the end. the conveners put a question 
to t he g roup: Who among you wou ld be inte rested in 
pursuing Ihis process yea r-round? Th irty keeners ra ised 
Ihei r hands. 

In November 2010, a core groupofz2gathered at the 
Toronto Zoo, one ofOniario Nat u re's partner organizations, 
fora leadersh ip weckend. Th iscolloqui um was made of 
sterner stuff t han the youth su mm it; the attendees heard 
about how to fundraise for their activities and organize a 
conservation event with volunteers. \Vorthycauses abound, 
but somebody has toorder a bus, procure t he tools, pack the 
snacksandget the peopleoll t. 

Si nce then, hundredsof children, youth and their families 

Previous page and above; budding oonservaliomsts "t1end a Nalu 'B Gu:lld lilS 
photography worKshop at an organic farm, 
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Nature with benefits 
-'t As little as five minutes spent in nature has been shown to improve mental health. 
-) Workplaces and schools thai incorporate nature - even just by adding natural 

IIghl - will experience fewer sick days and more efficiency. 
-+ Studies suggest that interacting with nature can help children pay attention, 

motivate them to learn and improve both classroom behaviour and scores on 
standardized lests . 

... Canadian children with a park playground within 1 kilometre of their homes 
were five times more likely to be of a healthy weight t han children without a 
nearby park playground. 

-) The average Canadian child spends more than 40 hours/week (2.080 hours per 
year) in front of the TV and/or computer. 

-+ Only9 percent of boys and 4 percent of girls meet Health Canada's recommended 
minimum of one hour a day of moderate-Ie-vigorous exercise. Of both sexes 
only 7 percent are getting the recommended amount of daily exercise. 

-) Outdoorplay declines as chifdren and youth age. Eighty percent of five- to 12-year­
olds vs. 43 percent of 13- to 17-year-olds, play outdoors after school. 

-} Canadian children and youth spend 62 percent of their waking hours in 
sedentary pursuits, with six to eight hours per day of screen t ime as the average 
for school-aged kids. 

have participated in Nature Guardians events, Whether 
those events involve "engaging with your environment" 
or "walking in the woods,~ they benefit the kids as much 
as they do nature. The hard truth is that most Canadians, 
especially children, do not get outside enough. (A British 
research team found that youngsters are more likely to identify 
with Pokemon characters than with local wildlife.) What's 
more, group activi ty develops people sk ills, and interacting 
with nature challenges the individual to think beyond the 
self. "Connecting with nature is key to a child's healthy 
development and to their physical, mental, social and 
spiritual well-being," explai ns Anne Bell, Ontario Nature's 
director of conservation and education. Intimate contact 
with nature, she says, gives kids ~moments that a re filled 
with colours, sounds, smells, shapes, emotion, surprise, 
awe, wOllder.~ 

At Bob Hunter Memorial Park on this last day of Earth 
Month 2Oll, around 40 people, mostly teenagers, are awaiting 
their moment of nature intimacy as they gat her aroundJim 
Robb's mud· splattered pickup truck. Surprisingly, most 
of them are recent immigrants to Canada, many of whom 
spea k only basic English. "Newcomers to Canada," says 
Robb later, "are the fu tureofthis country, the future pro­
tector s and managers of the park. We want them to fall in 
love with the place. invest a little sweat and energy, get their 
hands dirty and understand a little more about nature.~ After 
Robb explains the morning's plan and demonstrales the 
proper method for planting a tre<', groups of shovel-wielding 
kids start todig enthusiastically, ~When you plant a Iree, 
it'saspiritual thing," observes Robb. "Every major faith uses 
tree-planting asasymbol or a rite,~ 

Conservation groups like Robb's always need young 
volunteers, and one place that has them is the YMCA. Its 
Newcomer Youth Leadership Development Program 
encourages young immigrants to engage in their adopted 
community, while getting the 40-hour community service 
credit required for graduation (rom high schooL Newcomer 
youth advisors Ashley Korn and Hanna Caplan are at the 
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Rouge planting righl along with their program particip3nts. 
"We're a I ways looking for volunteer opportunities, and 
Ontario Nature has been setting stuff up:' says Korn. 

Asked how longit will be before theseslender stalks 
are worthy of the term ~tree," Robb points to a stand to the 
north. "We planted those pines in 2008. They're already 
eight to nine feel. The trees I planted 20 years ago are now 
301040 feet taiL lI'saforest."Then he points south and east, 
beyond the waiting ranks of saplings, hundreds of them, 
grouped by species according to his ecologist's calculus. 
"Bob Huntcrwill be looking down on us smiling, knowing 
this park is getting greener and healthier." 

IF THE LATE HUNTER WAS looking down at nature renewal 
efforts in Ontario that day, he hada varietyof choices. The 
Rouge planting was one of tive Nature Guardians events 
taking place across the province. On the other side of the 
Greater Toronto Area, a team of young conservationists 
was settingoffinto Mississauga's Rathwood Park to plant 
trees. At Lemoine Point near Kingston, a crew was engaged 
in shorelinecleallupalong LakeOntario. At the Minesing 
Wetland near Barrie, another team was restoring a stretch 
of the North Simcoe Rail Trai l. Nea r Thunder Bay, yet 
another gang of young volunteers was preparing a site for 
tree planting in the Pine Bay Nature Reserve, 

"Pine Bay had been dearcut," explains Lupine Habib, 
oneof fou r membersofthe Youth Council who a re Nature 
Guardians in the Thunder 8ayregion. Through her affi lia ­
tion with the Thunder Bay Field Naturalists, Habib had 
sought volunteer s to help restore the area to its natural 
state. "It was a good. nt, because restoration is part of conserva­
tion," she says, On this day, the Grade 12 student has 
mustered 17volunteersrangingin age from six to 60, armed 
them with saws and dippers. and put them to work dearing 
brush in areas where trees wcre to be planted. 

Habib was only mildly interested in environmental issues 
until Gradell, when she noticed a poster for EroSuperior, a 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 40 
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Pictured here' <.t sm3lter quarry outside of Klrkfle'd. Ontario 
If! contrast, the proposed Quarr/ln Meli.lncthon Township wi be 
one and a half limes O! deep as Niagara Fall:>. 

, -
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~ , ~: F.' . 

, 

When The Highland Companies announced plans 
to build one of North Americals hirge.Sf qua~e8 on 
some of the richest soil .in,southern Ontario, 
farmers, citizens and local politicians dug in for a 
fight. In the court of public opinion, the quarry­
busters seem to be winning. 

. By Cecily Ross 
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Carl Cosack, who runs the Peace Valley Ranch and is a founding 
board member of the North Dufferin Agriculture and Community 
Taskforce, notes that water is becoming the number one issue 
in the fighllo slop the mega-quarry. 

N
orman Wolfson, a Toronto businessman, and his 
artist wife, Sandi Wong, spend most weekends 
at a windswept retreat they buill seven years ago 
high on a ridge in Duffer in County. The home 

overlooks the rolling lushness of the Niagara Escarpment to 
the east a nd Melancthon Township's vast counter pane 
ofpolalo lands to the west. Wolfson well remembers the day 
a few years ago when a neighbouring farmel'dropped by 
and told h im that someone was buying up all the farmsin 
the area. Somewhat apologetically, the farmer admitted 
that he, too, had sold. He got an offer he couldn't refu se. 
"But," he told Wolfson, "1 realize now that they're not just 
after potatoes." 

"Hc had tears in his eyes," Wolfson recalls. 
That farmer was turn ing his back on no ordinar y farm. 

His land and thesurroundingfanns havesomcofthe best 
growing soil in eastern Canada. Honeywood loam is named 
fora tiny hamlet in north Dufferin County just up the road 
from Wolfson's placc. According to the North Dufferi n Agri-
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culture and CommunilyTaskforce half of all fresh potatoes 
consumed in the Greater Toronto A rea are grown here in 
Melancthon Township, which liesat the h ighest elevation 
in southern Ontario. The r ich soil also produces anabun­
dance of cereal grains, hay and pasture. No wonder The 
Highland Companies, a Nova Scotia corporation operating 
in Melancthon, wanted to acquire some of this land in its 
stated quest to become the largest potato producer in Ontario. 

In 2006, Highland began purchasing land in thearea,offer­
ing fanners 58,000 an acre, at least a 30 percent premium on 
the market valuc. Thc company eventually amassed about 
7.500 acres (2,630 hectarcs) in Melancthon and Mulmur 

" One of the company's stated plans 
is to rehabilitate the quarry to 
farmland. "It's total insanity," says 
one critic. " 
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townships . But Wol fso n's neighbour was r ight. It seems 
someth ing is even more valuable than Honeywood loam up 
here. and that's Amabel dolostone limestone. Underneath 
a ll that rich vegetable-growing soil lies one of the largest 
depositsofthe highest-quality limestone in the province. 

Highland is baeked by a Boston-based hedge fu nd called 
t he Baupost Group. On March 4, 2011 , Highland filed a 
3,loo-pageapplication with the MinistryofNaturai Resources 
to develop 2,135 aeres (937 hectares) of agricu l tural land fo r 
aggregate extraction. But this is to be no ord inary gravel pit. 
The magnitudeofthe proposed Melancthon quarry is stag­
gering. The hole in the ground will be anywhere from 27 
t077metres deep - which isoneand a hal fti mes as deepas 
Niagara Falls - and well below the water table. The pit 
will span an area more than three times the size of the Toronto 
Islands. The quarry may have an impact on the headwaters 
and watersheds offive rivers: the Notlawasaga, the Sa ugeen, 
the Humher, theCrcditandtheGrand. 

What's more, the p it will lie on the western edgeof the 
Niagara Escarpment, a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve inhabited 
by hundredsofspecies ofOoTa and fauna. Indeed, thanks 
to ongoing development in southern Ontario, 40 percen t 
of Ontario's rare flora along with numerous at-risk species 
are preserved on the escarpment. 

1'0 mine the limestone, the company will have to pump 
600 mil lion litresofwater out of the pit everyday. That water 

wil l then be pumped back into the ground to resume its 
journey into t he sur round ing streams, r iver s and wells . 
W hen the quarry is operating at ils full polential. more 
Ihan 150 trucks could be leaving and entering the area every 
hourof lheday, with the attendan t dust and noise. 

The story is as old as that of David and Goliath; a small 
communityoffarmcrsand local politicians with no money 
pitted against a big, foreign-owncd company with vast 
resources. W hat has ensued so fa r is a wa r of words a nd 
statistics, with one side raising the spectre of unrelieved 
environmental and social disaster, wh ile the other pain ts 
a picture of prosperity, hannony with nature, and thejoys of 
sustainable progress - a pictu re that most people up here just 
don't buy. 

On the day I visit Wolfson a nd Wong, we stand beside 
their beautiful home and look ou t over the ploughed fie lds 
spreading away to the west. In the far d istance, I can make 
out a stand of wind tu rbines. Despite the controversy the 
towers have been generating over the past few years, they 
are beginn ing to look in sig n ifica nt - sm al l potatoes, in 
retrospect. Because, if th ings go accord ing to Highland's 
p lans, in a few years the couple's v iew will be obliterated by 
a mega-quarry, oneof the largest in North America, belching 
clouds of d ust into the sky, six days a week. 

'Wewon'l be able to live here," says Wong. "This was going 
to beour retirement. Now it's mega-death .~ 
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" The hole in the ground will be 
anywhere from 27 to 77 metres deep 
- which is one and a halftimes 
as deep as Niagara Falls - and well 
below the water table. " 

C
arl Cosack, Wong'sand Wolfson's neighbour one 
concession over, is more sanguine. A giant of 
a man wearing acowboy hat, boots and a tattered 
red bandana around his neck, Cosak hasagrecd 

lotakc me on a tou rofthe Highland properliesand sur­
rounding area. but the rogon this Wednesday morning 
in late May is thicker than adoud of, well, limestoneparticu­
late, so he ushers me into his house to wail out theweather. 

Cosack has been training horses and raising black Angus 
catlleon his485-hcctarc Peace Valley Ranch since 1975. He 
also runs Rawhide Adventures. charging city fo lk to help 
him herd cattleoo horseback. He believes thcmcga-quarry 
will not - cannot - go ahead. ~I sti ll believe that pooplewant 
to do the right thing," he says. "I understand that it's not 
always easy to know what the right thing is. But in this case, 
the proposed quarry doesn't make any sense on any level 
atal1." 

Cosackisa founding board memberofthe North DuITerin 
Agricultureand CommunilyTaskforcc(NDACT), which was 
formed in 2009 after some local farmers noticed that High· 
land was d igging test holeson its newly acquired lands. 
These holes, says Cosack, were ~consistent with those one 
would dig to determine walerpatterns. We figured it was 
about morethan potatoes." (Wolfson is also on the NDACf 
board, along with fanners who have held out against High­
land's lucrative olTers.) 

According to Cos.'lck, when NDAcr questioned the company, 
Highland admitted it ,vas planning a series of sma 11 quarries. 
Highland then tried to allay fearsabo ul the impact of the 
project byc\aiming it would use a water -ma nagement 
system that would not affect the surrounding ecosystem. 
So in March, when Highland unveiled the tr ue extent of 
its plans, it was likea bombdrop\X'd on the fa rmingcommunity, 
one that could forevcrehange its way of life. 

"They say the quarry will have zero impact outside its 
boundaries," Cosack snorts. "Any reasonable person knows 
that can't be true:' 

One of the company's s lated plans is to rehabilitate the 
open pit after the limestone has been extracted by return· 
ingi t to farm land . The usual practice would be to allow 
the quarry to fil l up wilh water, leaving a la ke in its place. 
Instead, Highland proposes to pump 600 million litresof 
water a day (the sa me amount of water that 2.2 million 
Ontarians use, alsoon a daily basis), in perpetuity, oul of 
a hole half the sizeofOrangevilie so that itcan grow crops on 
the bottom. Accordingto Emil Frind, a professor of carth 
sciencesat University ofWaterioo, the plan is preposterous. 
"It's total insanity. Toget a few potatoesoutofthis, they' re 
going to pumpalllhat water out and keep on pumping. That 
takeseneTl.'Y, and lotsofie 

A visit to Highland's website is like takinga virtual tourof 
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What the politicians say 
Most major developments in Ontario require a full environ­
mental assessment under the Environmental Assessment 
Act (EAA) before they can go ahead. Gravel pits and quarries 
are an exception; they're governed by th e Aggregate 
Resources Act (AAA), which is not as comprehensive as 
the EM. The AAA does not, for instance, require a company 
like Highland to provide a needs assessment, showing, in 
this case, that a billion tonnes of limestone are needed in 
the province. Because of the unprecedented scale of the 
proposed Melancthon quarry, opponents are calling o n 
Queen's Park to order a full assessment under the EM. 

Since Ontario voters go to the polls October 6, we asked 
Sylvia Jones (Conservative MPP for Oufferin-Caledon) and 
Peter Tabuns (provincial NOP environment critic) whether 
they believed that a full environmental assessment under 
the EAA was needed before a quarry licence is granted. 
(linda Jeffrey, Liberal Minister 01 the Environment, did 
not return our calls.) Here is where the three main parties 
stood on the issue as ON Nature went to press. 

NOP: Tabuns, who joined the marchers at Queen's Park 
on the April 22 Stop the Quarry walk, says he was "quite 
taken aback by the magnitude of this project. I think there 
should be a full environmental assessment. If you are re­
shaping the headwaters of major rivers and rich agricultural 
land is being eliminated, you need a full assessment of the 
impacts ... Protecting water in Ontario is a major concern 
forus." 

Conservatives: J ones raised the subject of the proposed 
quany in the House last spring, which resulted in a 75-day 
extension of the objection period by the Ministry of Natural 
Resources (MNR). Jones does not, however, think an 
environ!Tlel1tal assessment is necessary. "The MNR will review 
the [Highland's] application,~ she says. "If it does not meet 
standards. then the application will be turned down." But 
Jones does express concern that the ministry may not 
have adequate staff and other resources to properly assess 
an application of this scale. "If they don'" they'd better get 
them in place." 

Liberals: Jeffrey is on record as saying. in a JuneS message 
to critics of the project, that ~the AAA provides for a full 
review of the potential impact of such a development on 
the local environment. The proposed quarry will also 
require approval under other legislation, including the Planning 
Act, the EnvironmefltaJ Protection Act and the Ontario Waler 
Resources Act." 
C.R. 

Quarry near Parry Sound 
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.. They think this is a small, uneducated 
community ... But we are all working 
together to stop this project. " 

a promised Janel, where technological prowessand human 
ingenuitycomc together in a Disneylandish videooftrte-lined 
berms, impcccablcconSl ruction yards and bucolic-look­
ingquarry pils. Plans call for restoring a rai l corridor from 
LakcOntario to Georgian Bay and, of course, I hccreation of 
jobs - morethan4ooo(them. The s itealsopromises that the 
operat ion will have "no adverse effect on watcr quali ty 
and quantity." Indeed, accord ing 10 the company website, 
"Thisoould make Melallctholl a model of TUrnl sustainability." 

John Lowndes. who fou nded Highland in 2006andcarried 
out the Melancthon land acquisitions is sole director of 
the company. However, he has retreated backstage. Until 
5pringof this year, the voiceofthecompany was Michael 
Daniher, who runs Toronto-based public· relations- firm 
Simple Situations Inc. He retumsmycall prompUy, but his 
answers toquestionsabout l-1 igh land's plans are bland lothc 
poinlofevasion. Told that some expcrtsconsider lbercha­
bilitation plan ludicrous, 0:1I1i her replies, ~The rehabilitation 
plan has been tabled and thedccision-making process will 
address peoples' concerns." I ask him what bappens iftbe 
pumps fail. His response: ~TI\e company has indicated that 
its water-management plan can operate as dctailed.n 

What you can do 

Waler is emerging as the issue in the fight to stop the 
mega-quarry. ~We have taken the attitude from the begin­
ningthat the water issue is vital," says Cosack as we drive 
away from bis fann through thinning fog, turn onto 20th 
Sideroad and then head into the woods along Centre Road. 
Through theditches on either side run S\vift, clear brooklets 
tumbling down to the Pine River where it nows through a 
deep, sinuous valley below. At River Road, we tum right 
and wind slowly back up the escarpment through forcstsand 
meadows, past lrout ponds and creeks, unti l we reach the 
village of Hom ing's Mills. TIle twistingroad crosses the Pine 
Riverseveral timcson the way. 

NOACT warns that the mega·quarry would affect the 
water quality for everyone, and everyt hing, downstream. 
~Where is downstream?" I ask Cosack, as wedriveout of the 
village and head north through open farmland . "Every­
whe re is dowJlst ream fro m here," he replies. Because 
McJancthon, known as the RoofofOntario, is the highest 
point in the southern part oft he province. ~thewater runs 
down in all d irec! ions," says Cosack. 

What perhaps most enragcsCosack is that Ontario'sAggre ­
gate Resources Act docs not rcquirea full environmental 
assessment before a quarry licence is issued. ~ lf my neighbour 
wants to build a houseon a one-hectare lot, he needs an envi­
ronmental assessment. And these guys don't?~ The decision 
restsentirely with the MinisterofNatural Resources, Linda 
Jeffrey, who can decide for or against the proposed quarry, or 

On blustery, sunny Earth Day last April 22, more than 300 people (and a few 
horses) gathered at Oueen's Park in Toronto belore heading out on a 120-kilomelre 
Stop the Quarry walk. Five days latef, It\e groupemerged hom the fog and drizzle 
to end the protest walk at a Shelblxne-area fann.ln all , more than 1,IXlO protesters 
01 all ages had joined the march in order to draw attention to the proposed 
mega-quarry in Melancthon Township. 

The event drew considerable media attention to the issue and resulted in the 
Ontario government granting a 75-day extension (until July 11) to the official 
objection period. 

That period has now passed, but the North Ouffenn Agriculture and Community 
TaskfOfCe (NDACT), which is spearheading the effort to stop the Melancthon mega· 
quarry, still needs your help. The organization is desperately short of funds. In the 
words of NDACT member Sandi Wong, "NOACT needs money to fight this. It has 
retained lawyers who have to be paid. Highland has a water expert; we have to have 
a water expert. They have a blasting expert; we have to have a blasting expert. Wa, 
the citizens, have to come upwith the mooayto fight this." 

Here's what you can do: 
~ Purchase (for $10) and display a Stop the Quany sign from NDACT. 
-+ Write to or e-mail any, or all, of tha following people: 

Premief Dalton McGuinty dmcguinty. mpp.co@fibe ral.ola.org 
Sylvia Jones, MPP for Duffarin-Caledon sylvia.jonas@pc.ola.org 
John Wilkinson, Minister of the Environment jwilkinson.mpp.coCliberal.ola.org 
Unda Jeffrey, Minister of Natural Resources Ijeffrey.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org 

In your a-mail or letter, express your concerns and end with a statement such 
as the following: ·Since this is the largest quarry application ever filed in Ontar­
io, I request that you elevate this lile to a full environmental assessment . Please 
give this request your full altention. M 

C.R. 
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The mega-quarry would be located near the headwaters of 
the Humber River - a Canadian Heritage River alongside which 
run several wett-used trails. 

referthematter totheOntario Municipal Board. "The Plan­
ning Act is not designed to handle appl itations of th is magni­
tude," says Cosack.. "It wasdesi~:ned for 50-acre [20-hectareJ 
applications. Projectsofthis size are not sustainable." 

The quarry's effect on fis h and wildlife is also of vi tal 
concern. John Werring is a Vancouver-based aquatic habitat 
specialist w ith the David Suzuki Foundation. It washis 
job 10 respond to Highland·s 3,100-page application last 
spring and send it to MNR by the Aprilz6 dead line. (The 
public wasgiven a month and a halftocomment on the applica­
tion. Theministry eventually extended thedeadline tOJuly 
It. ) " It is important to nole," Wcrri ngwrote in his let ter of 
objection, "that this section [downstream from thequarry 
lands] of the Pine River will bedestroyed if the project is to 
proceed as planned." 

Werring's main worry is about the fish, mostly brook and 
rainoo..¥ trout, that live in the river. "The Pine River is primarily 
fed by groundwater," he explains. "They [Highland] are 
goi ng to increase the stream temperature, wh ich will change 
the enti re dynamic of t he water downstream?' 

Werring is aisocritic:.'al of the wildlife surveys, undertaken 
as far back as 2008 by High land·s environmental consultants, 
Edmonton-b.."lsed StantccConsulting Ltd. "They need togo 
back at different timesoftheyear," says Werring. ~They say 
there's no fish habitat [on Ihe quarry land] but they have 
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nodata." He expressed the same concerns abou t s urveys 
Siantcc conducted in 2008 of amphibiansand oftwo at -risk 
bird species, the Henslow'ssparrowand the bobolink, insist­
ing that "the project should besllbjccted toa detailed envi­
ronmental review" before a licence is granted (see sidebar, 
page3S). 

When I con tact Stan tectoask about thcsurveys, lhe 
company's media relations officer, Rachel Sa, says that the 
"gentleman who did theconsultillgwork for Highland no 
longer works for us." She adds that she's not at liber ty to le11 
mewho he isand that Stantec doesnot discuss its work for 
clients with the media. 

Now that the official comment period has ended, High­
land has two years toaddress theconcernsexpresscd by the 
thousands ofletter writers who have objected, including 
Werringand Anne Bell, di rector of conservation and educa­
tion a t On tario Nature. "Given the sca le of the proposed 
development, we believcthat it demands unprecedented 
review and consultation, with clear proof and broad agree ~ 
ment about how to mitigate unacceptable impacts," wrote Bell. 

Clearly, it's goingto be a longftghl. (A reccnt OMij decision 
denying an application for a much smallerquarry in Caledon 
came on the heels of a decade-long battle.) But Cosad is 
resolute that the com mu nity wil l stop H ighland. ~B ig 
businesseannot do what it wants when it comes to fcxx:i and 
water. They think this isasmall, uneducated community 
and iftheygivea new clock tothearcna, we'll be happy. But 
we arc all working together to stop this insane project.~ 

S
andi Wongpoursmeaglassofwineaswesiton her 
lofty deck and brush away the occasional black­
fly. In the fie lds that fa U away from the house,! 
can hear the unmistakable trill ofbobolinksstak­

ingout their nesting territories in the longgrass. 
~You know what they call the soil they push away to get 

at the limestone?" she asks. "If's called 'overbu rden: Is n't 
that sick? As though there's something wrong with it."The 
spectre of this quarry has clearly taken over the couple's lives. 
"You know what?" she says. ~ I don't paint anymore.~ 

"We are fightingas hard as wecan," says Wolfson, "but 
there·s no money. It's st upid that ordinary citizens would 
have to pay to fight agai nsta big company like Highland." 

Are you NIMBYs? I ask. "Yes," says Wong, "but th at'snot 
why we're fighting it." 

~Th is is in everyone's backyard," says Wol fson . "My 
heroes are the guys fighting thiscvery day - farmers like 
Carl and Dave and Ralph. Wecan walk away, hut they can'\. 
Some famil ies have been farming here since the 18sos. 
They made the decision to stay on the land." 

Wong shows me a printout of a chart Highland has released 
on noise levels. On a scale of I to 10, it rates a slamming door 
as I.U ratcshammeringas4.Jumpingup and down as9. And 
blasting, the sound ofblowing up limestone six days a week? 
'l'haigetsa l. 

"!fit wasn't so terrible," says Wong, ~ I'd be laughing:' ...... 

Cecily Ross isafreelancewriler/ivingin Creemore, which is 
dowtlstreamfrom the proposed Melanelhon quarry. She is also 
ediforo[Food In The Hillsmagazine. 
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Thank you OPG! 
Ontario Nature has had a long and fruitful partnership with 
the Ontario Power Generation (OPG). one of our mosl 
generous supporters. QPG holds a deep commitment to 
promoting a healthy and vibranllandscape that supports 
wildlife and people. We share this vision fOf Ontario and have 
worked closely with OPG over the years to put that vision 
in action. 

This year, OPG generously provided Ontario Nature with 
a $50,000 sponsorship of our Nature Guardians program. 
Through this program, we will continue to foster leadership, 
raise awareness, and provide environmental education 
opportunities for young people, as well asengagethe broader 
community through our many conservaHon events. 

"OPO Biodiversity is a program of province-wide, conserva­
tion-focused, family-friendly action and educatioo initiatives," 
says Tom Mitchell, OPG's president and CEO. "Who better to 
champion the future of our environment than the youth who 
inherit our actions. OPG is very proud to be the lead corporate 
sponsor of the Nature Guardians." 

Through the Nature Guardians program, OPG is making it 
possible for young people from diverse backgrounds to take 
00 leadership roles and initiate restoration events in theirown 
communities. We are deeply grateful to OPG for their contin­
ued involvement in helping protect and restore biodiversity in 
Ontario not just today but far into the future. 

Note: The Nature Guardians program was started with fu nd­
ing from the Ontario Tril lium Foundation in 2009, We are 
now in our third and final year of Trill ium funding. In order to 
maintain this program, more sponsors like OPG or support 
from foundations and individuals, is urgenlly needed. Please 
contact Kimberley MacKenzie, director of development, if 
you would like to be a Nature Guardians sponsor. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 31 
local not -for-profit organization that operates green initiatives. 
She went to a meetin g and got involved, The Thunder Bay 
Field Naturalists had funding to send two young people to 
th e Ontario Nature youth summ it in 'l'or ontolastJune. 
That weekend proved transformative for Habib. "The people 
were really passionate about what they did, and they knew 
what they were doing," she says. "Thcy could stop in front 
of a tree and just start ta lking about how Fi rst Nations 
peop le used a t ree while still p r eser vi ng i t." There was 
even political act ion: some Nature Guardians wrote a post­
card to a local MPP toask for changes to the Endangered 
Species Act. 

A month after the Earth Day events, 15 members or the 

Nature Guardians Youth Summit 

Youth Council were reuni ted for a weekend conservation 
photography workshop in Hamilton. The kids, along with 
Sarah Hcdgesand fou r photography instructors, travel led 
to a local farm, P la n B Organics. As t hey stepped o ff 
the bus, a gender d isparity was apparent : 14 are youn g 
women. Moe Quresh i, an 18-year-old Youth Council member 
from Mississauga, doesn', sec that as cause for concern, "Guys 
get involved at a later stage," he says, uThere's a lot of distrac­
tions in high school. Generally, boys like to know a lot more 
heforetheyget i nvolved.~ Heconnects his own enthusiasm 
to his eco-friendly parents and an early encounter with water 
pollution. "My teacher announced that we couldn't eat fish 
caugh t in LakeOntario ... We hadjust fin is hed the water 
cycle unit, and I wanted to know why fresh rainwaten.'ouldn't 
clean away the polluted water," Quresh i didn' t like the answer. 

The work ofa You th Council member is never done. In 
March, some were in Toronto's Dowllsview Park helping 
t he Evergreen Foundation remove invasive species a nd 
painting bir d boxes. A second youth su mmit is plan ned 
fo r late Septem ber, a nd the Yout h Cou ncil members are 
developi ng the program of ('ven ts: the theme, the keynote 
speakers, the workshops, the venue. In a few months, some 
will probably be back in Earl Bales Park for the SptingCity 
Treeplant alongside the Friendsofth e Don Eastand Urban 
Forestry Associates. 

Glanzmann credits the Nature Guardians program's wide 
range of partnerorgan izations, ranging from Fticnds of the 
Rougeto Friends of the Don to the YMCA, for expandi ng 
her knowledgc and horizons. "Nature Guardians has really 
built my confidence bu t also made me question how I live," 
she says. "IfI view something on e way, they will give me 
some other facts and cha nge my way of thinking. It's amaz­
ing to seeother kids ris ing up and taking a stand. It has a 
very big impact,and if we can reach more kids, it will have a 
still bigger impact." 

It takes imagination to see a forest where there isn't one. 
And it ta kes tremendous effort and pl ann ing to make that 
forest a reality. The payotTis huge for the younger genera­
tion. "When you p lant a white p ine, w hich is our p rovin cial 
tree, you're not j ust planting it so that you can come back in 
20 years and say, 'I d id that,'" says Robb. "White pines can 
live350 years. You arehrivingto fi veor sixgenerations." ~ 

Denis Seguin is a [ree/ance journalist and filmmaker. lIe wrote 
and co-produced the documentary How To Start You r Own 
Country, which screened af Michael Moore's TraverseCity Film 
Fest ivaI this july. 

This September, Ontario Nature is holding a Youth Summit on biodiversity 
and sustainable living where high school students from across Ontario 
will learn about the variety of life in our province, how best to protect it, 
and how we can live sustainably. Hosted by the Ontario Nature Youth 
Council, all workshops and activities reflect environmental topics that are 
the most urgent to today's teens. To find out more about the Summit, 
visit our website at www.ontarionature.org. 
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For Nature, Forever 
Leave A Lasting Legacy 

You can protect Ontario's wild species and wild spaces forever by remembering 
Ontario Nature in your Will. 

You are invited to connect with Kimberley MacKenzie, our Director of 
Development, for a confidential discussion about your legacy options. 
You can reach Kimberley at 416-444-8419 or 1-800-440-2366 
extension 236, or by email at kimberleym@ontarionature,org. 

366 Adela ide Street West, Suite 201. Toronto, ON MSV lR9 
phone: 4 16-444-8419 toll free: 1-800-440-2366 ontarionalure.org 
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specialty bird seed 

Ontario's Specialists 
YOUT local backyard 
birJinu SIOTe wilh 

knowlooBooble, 
hdpful SI.'!!J 

228 Main Street S. 
Newmarket, ON 

,..-------, 
PURPLE ;( _;:?§ 
MARTIN ~!!. ~o(~ 
HOUSES ,JL.:i..~o!", 

Wood, aiuminium,or gourds 
10 models-expert advice 
Opcn Tuesday through s..lUrday 

9 am -5:30 pm (other times by appoint.) 

BIRDWATCH ENTERPR1SES 
6573 Canboro Rd. 

Wdlandpon, ON LOR 2)0 
(905) 386-0021 

noRA & fAUNA RElD TOURS 
232 Belall Om., Bo1toll. ON l1E ID Tel: !Il5-851·2235 

Sign up for tIIne .. bilious birding lOIn! 
2011: Cepe rMy. Oct H$l89!i "om TOfonlO; 
S~~ Nov. 12·22, $1985Irom Aio de Janeiro. 

2012: Pln_: Jill. 18-l), $2195 ffom 
Panama City. Ch ill: March 1·12. $2575 

from Santiago; British CohlTlbia: Sept 1·8, 
$1095 trom VeflCOI/\Ier; Vietnam: Nov. 22-0Ile . 12 

$2G89lrom Ho Chi Minh City 

Website: www.ftorll.unafieldrours.com 
Ellla~: miisomdave@hQlJllaiL(OO'I 



MARKET 
PLACE 
TO ADVERTISE 
IN MARKET 
PLACE 

1 , 905-796-7931 
~ 905-454-9671 

Earth Tracks Outdoor School and 
WUderness canoe Trtps 
Earth Trncksofferscourses in wild­
life tracking and naturalist studies. 
edible and medicinal plants and 
wilderness survival. We also run 
guided naturalist canoe trips into 
Algonquin Park. 

519-217-4921 
www.earthtracks.ca 

NAT URALIST PARADISE! 

Bird & wildl ife 55 acre haven. 
Woods, meadows, wetlands. 
Bungalow 4 bedrooms 2 baths, 
firep lace. hOI tub, garage. 2 & V2 
hrs north of Toronlo. 5449,900. 
Wendy McKee Sales Rep. 
RE/MAX Grey Bruce Realty Inc. 
Owen Sou nd 1-800-206-3608 
www.wendymckec.com Photos 
& many more country properties. 

iil'.A N t 141c>noecourt.O~k 
~t;: a ura ~ld8el, O~. l4E m 
-".... T 0 U R S TIOOI.I« __ 500I11"" 

Specialist s in Glo bal Bird 
Watching and Nature Ecotours 

We Offer: 
• Birding and Wildlife Day Trips 
• Global Birding and Wildlife Tours 
• Wildlife Photography and Art Tours 
• Custom Group or Individual Tours 

Toll - Free . 1.877 . 404 . 3424 
www, natura tour sl n[.[om 
info@naturatour sl nc ,com 

roAOYamSE IN MARKEtPlACE T/9OIS,l'\It-7$)l FI-"_7' 

Get in touch with nature ... 
* Youth Nature (amp (ages 7-14) 
• Day Camps lages 5-8 & 9-121 
* Residential (amps (ages 8-14) 
* Tripping & leadership Programs (ages 14-17) 

',II, /11, I' , 

P 
Algonquin Park 
the human impact 

BECOME A FRIEND 
OF NATURE 

ONTARIO NATURE'S MONTHLY 
GIVING PROGRAM 

YOUR MONTHLY DONATION 
Provides core funding for 

conservation projects. 

Reduces Ontario Nature's 
administrative costs. 

Saves paper and postage. 

Become a Friend of NatLXe 

for as li ttle as $10, $15. or an 
~ntofyourctKjce,per 

month charged to your credit 
card or chequing account. 

CONTACT 
Member Services: 1-800-440-2366 

or416-444-8419 ext. 233 

Ontario 
Nature~ 

An Effective Book 
in Teaching 
Park Management 
1.888.894.TREE(87331 

WhlskeYJack Nature Tours 
A.l{I7.Q~IN FEURU.y~X 

22 Feb-4 March 2012 (12 days) 
S2700(dbl oocup) from Phoenix. 

Ari;t,OOll is '-'me to some of the most unique '" 
famous landscapes in the wnrid, Saguaro NP, 

Sabino Canyon, Canyon de ~l1y, Monumcflt 
VaI1~, Grand Canyon.l Sedona. Join 115 for a 

mid-winter tOtlrlO the blue $kies and fascinating 
deserts of this fam<lU\ state. 

SOUTIIF:RN UTAII 
17.26 April 20 12 (10 days) 

12400 (dbl occup) from Las Vegas 
The mighty CoIOf1IdQ RjV1:' , aided by,he arid 

tI'1I5ion cycle, ........... gcd bMtl., IOCfOM the eom 
with ~ sandstt>ne SlnIta arid fQhiO<\ed IaOO­

_pes 110 unique that they an' ~ rttIo~nt of 
an cx,,.,..\eITe5!f;"1 origin. We vi,i, Bryce: 

Canyon, Valley ohhe Gods, Arc ..... NP, Can­
yonl~nds, Monllment Villey &. 7.ion Canynn. 

VUKON·DEMPSTER HWY 
Land oflh t Mi d nig ht S un 

18·29 June 2012 + 1·12 July :ro 12 (12 da}'$) 
S36OO+GST (db11Ka1p) rrotn Whitehorse 
The hear! of our advwtu~ is the drive up the 

Dempster Iligh",.y from 0.-... City tn Inuvil: 
aOO I flighllO Tukloyak1u!r. on the Arctic o.:ean. 
At latitude 66N We cruss d1<: Arctic Circle and 

enler the LarKI orthe Midnight Sun. 

\\ 111 ... "1\1 \( 10. '\ 11111 lOins 
IU I \qll .... I ( IUI IIH \11"\11 

~II~ i91~ ~~ 1 .. 

I '" ,un' " \\ hbl." I'" 1..",,'(1" luu" ,"m 
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Congratulations to our Conservation Award Winners 

O n lario Naturecclebrated 80 years of protecting wild 
species and wild spaces a t ourannual general meet· 
ing last] une. One o f the high lights of our gathering 

at theGanaraska Forest Centre on the Oak Ridges Moraine 
was prescnt ing our conservalion awards to eight individuals 
and groups that have madt!cxcep tionai contribut ions to 
natural habitat protection. 

This yca r's conservation heroes tell us about their vision 
fo r a greener Ontario: 

JimJohnston, recipient of the Ontario Natu re Achievement 
Award, s pearheaded thedcvclopmcnt of the Elliot Lake 
Bear Smart Project from 2003 102004, which subsequently 
became the Ministry ofNalural Resource's Bear Wise Pro­
gram. ~Before that program, pcoplcdidn'! have to put their 
ga rbage in scaled containers outs ide. they had it in bags,~ 
saysJohnston. "We improved the manab'Cment practices at 
the local wastedumpand convcrted all the container.; in oW' 
parks to bear -proof ones." Than ks toJohnston's program, 
nuiS.1 l1cecallsabout bcarsin the Ell iot Lake area decreased 
from some 530 calls in 2004 to less tha n ha lf that in 2010. 

Jane and Fred Schneiderwercawarded the WW.H. Cunn 
Conser vatio n Award for their outsta nding service and 
commitment to nature conservation. For more than th ree 
decades, the couple has welcomed visitor s to their 300-
hecta.re ru ral property outside Wa terloo. which con ta ins 
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provincially s ignificant swamps, wood lands and fie lds. 
"We're try ing to preserve the old forest and kecp the trees 
heal thy,~ saysJane. Thecouple has been impressed with the 
absence of litter in the area des pit e the high volu me o f 
v is itors. demonstrating-that the "the younger generation 
is tak inggood careof the propcrt y.~ 

Christine Hanrahan received the W.E. Saunders Natural 
History Award forher efTorts to prott'Ct Larose Forest and her 
work o n the Olltario Breedillg Bird Atlas. Ha nrahan an d 
others hold an annual community day to introduce people to 
the forest. and every two years sheovcrsees lheorganization 
of a forest bioblitz, using the resulting data to infom l best proc­
tices for managing the Larose f-brcst. ~As irs a workingforest. 
th is data is used by variousorga nizalions to see where the 
birds art' and accordingly decide where not to log," says 
H.1nrahan. 

The Sieve Ho unsell Greenway Awal'd recipients - Iris 
McGee, Renee Sandelowsky and Allan Elgar - fowlded the 
Qa kvillegreen Conser vation Association more thall \0 

years ago in response toa propos.,1 to urOOni7..e 3,000 hectares 
of agricul tural land in north Oakville. For McGt'e it has been 
qu ile a ride: ~Taking that fi rst step to attend a council meeting 
or write a letter to your local newspaper or (.'Ouncillor can 
set you on a journey toward making positive changc.~ She 
bclievt.'S that forests, fields and streams should be protected 
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Front row, lett to right: Iris McGee, Renee Sandelowsky, Angela Martin (accepted Ontario Nature Achievement Award OIl behalf 
of Jim Johnston), Marilyn Ohler (accepted Corporate Award for Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance), Jane Schneider, Stephanie 
Glanzmann (Nature Guardian presenter) 

Back row, leH to right: Skye MacKenzie (Nature Guardian presenter), Allan and Unda Elgar, Fraser Gibson, Peter Delanty and 
Mia Frarid (accepted Municipal Award on behalf of the Coulty of NortOOmberland), Michael Mesu"e, Brendon larson (Ontario Nature 
I:loa"d pmsidont a-x:I pre:senter), Moe Otweshi (Natl.re Guarnian presenter) 

Absent Christine Harvahan (Natural History Award) 

through proper zon ing so Ihsllaxpayersdo not have to 
huy land to protect it. 

The Fatal Light Awareness Program (FLAP), established 
in 1993 by Michael Mesure and a team of volunteers, won 
the j.R. Dymond Public Service Award for the group's 
efforts to provide safe passage fo r migratory songbird s 
in the urban envil'()nment. Annually, between one and to 
birds w ill die in collisions wilhany single building. With 
940,000 registered structures in Toronto, a conservative 
cstimate would be that between approximately one and 
10 million birds die annually. "This is a David and Goliath 
s tory, but the simplicity of lhesolution really resonates 
with people.~ says Mesure. ~It could beeasily resolved with 
the Oipofa switch at nighland placing some markers on 
the glass during the day.~ 

The Lee Symmes Municipal Award was awarded to the 
County ofNorthwnberiand for itscomprehensivc forest 
management plan fora 2.2op-hcctareforest on thcOak 
Ridges Moraine. By eX!)''lndinga network of wooded ron­
servation a reas. the county suppor ted a management 
approach guided by the spiril and intentofth(' Oak Ridges 
Moraine Conservation Act and corresponding-plan. Says 
Mia Frankl.theeounty·s forestry management officer. "We 
hope to lcad by cxa mple among municipal governments 
in prescrvingnatural spacesand managing them fi rsl and 
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foremost for the ir ecologica l sign ificance, wh ile still 
providing-balanced use for social and economic values.~ 

The Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance received the 
Ontario NatureCorporalc Award fori tselTorts to reduce 
its ecological foo tprint. Ch ief executive offieer Andrew 
WiJ Iiams realizes that. while the primary goal is todclivcr 
hea lth ca re, the alliance a lso fee ls r esponsible fo r ma k­
ing the workplace more environmentally friendly. "We 
look at thisas partor OUl' eommit ment to the broader com­
munity a nd see a logica l connection here, as a heal thy 
environment isdoscly tied to hcalthypeople,H says Williams. 
Thealliance has launched a numbcrof energyconscrva­
lion efforts at its four sites. including ret rofi tting lighting 
throughout the facilities, loweri ngcnergyusedu ring 
times of peak demand and partneringwith othcrorgani­
zations in progressive energy conservation programs_ 

Fraser Gibson won the Richa rd s Education Award for 
fostering environmental values and actions inchildren 
throughout his eareer teaching outdoor and environmen­
ta l education. Now retired, he continues lopromole the 
importance oflhe nalura l world. ~ My overrid ingobjec­
live is to promote. in children and adults, r espect fo r 
all life a nd habitat. Guided exploration of natural areas 
is a very important first step." ""Ml 
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LAST WORD 

Treasure islands 
Wild sp:::t:ces. like Ontario Nature's reseIVe5, are rich in plants, animals and history. 

By Peter Middleton 
Illustration by Gracia Lam 

L astJunc3t Ontario Nature's an nual general meeting, 
ljoined a field tripon which om guides led us through 
a rarc remnant of prairie and black-oak savannah 

habitat on a lovely st retch of the Oak 
Ridges Moraine. We walked th rough 
an area bclongingtoAlderville Fi rst 
Nation . where 50 hecta res of ro lling 
prairie grassland and ?ak savannah, 
once threatened by housi ngdeveiop­
men! and aggregate extraction, are 
now protected . Today, the landscape 
blooms with prairie buttercup, w ild 
iupineand buttcrllywced.1n lhedistance, 
we eou ld see the silhouette of the fire· 
resista n t b lack oaks. In the past, th is 
land supported herdsof deer and elk, 
and the Fi rst Nations peoples who 
hunted them, 

Ou r guides brought u s to t he ta n. 
grass pra irie reserve of Red Cloud 
Cemeter y. Th is site, designated as a 
ceme tery in 1850, has never been 
ploughed. In 1992, Dr. Paul Cat li ng, a p la nt taxonomist, 
decla red the cemetery to bea remnant prairie becauscof 
the presence of a number of prai rie grasses and forbs with­
in ils boundaries. 

At the cemetery, Elwood, a 92-year-old member of the 
Red Cloud Cemetery board of d irectors, welcomed our 
group. This pIal of virgin prairie is truly a stunning place 
to walk through, especially when one isawarcthat its soils 
and plants have survived, relatively unchanged, since the 
glaciers w ithd rew some 10,000 years ago. 

As I looked around in wonder, Elwood d rewmeaside. 
He told mcofhis famil y and his poor but happy chi ldhood, 
and of his love fOf the tiny patch of land we stood on and 
the profound meaning its preservation had fo r h im_ With 
reverence he talked about the link between humanity and 
la ndscapes, and about the people who had occupied this 
landover time and how the land had nurtured them. He 
pointed out the importance of conservation, not only as it 
applies toplantsand ecosystems, but also asa ,vay of recogniz­
ing that s uch remna nts are lin ks with a p lanet that has 
supportcdcountlcss gcncrationsofhumanity_ He did not 
refer to land as property, but rather as a source of support. 
"The land fed me, nourished me and will reclaim me. I ask 
no more than that. II has done that for people from the begin­
ning_ It is where I belong." 

Refl ecting-on his words, I thought about Ontario Nature's 
nature reserves system and its importance both for Ontario 
as a whole and for me personally. The reserves contain the 
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timeless th reads of creation in their fabric. Their preserva­
tion represents a priceless heritage set aside for the province 
byOntarioNature. 

Ontario Nature(formerly the Federa­
tion of Ontario Na turalists) acquired 
its fi rst reserve, Dorcas Bay(alsocalled 
Singing Sands) in 1961. Located on the 
Bruce Peninsula, this place hasspecial 
s ignifica nce for me, and I visit often. 
Thc coastal alvafS and forests or the 
region, a lthough greatly reduced by 
recreation- related developme nt, 
containjeweisof global impor ta nce 
found in few other placeson the planet: 
bir<:l"s-eyeprimrosc, ram's-head lady's­
slippera nd massasauga raUlesnake. 
Every ti me ' v isit, I am reminded of 
the beauty, tenacity and contin uity 
of li fe . 

The shorelines orthe Bruce Peninsula 
support unique ecosystems. '111CStCCP 
c\ itTson theeaslem shoreofthcescarp­

ment a nd on the s loping limestone plates on the west 
supported an amazing array of plan ts. Unt il1atein thC20th 
century, our presence was evident mostly in the occasional 
fi shing or hunting camp. Thischanged, howevcr, as south­
ern Ontar io's population grew and murccars mled more 
roads, and people's leisure time alld recreational interests 
increased. Dorcas Bay isa reminder ofwhat this area used 
to be. Ha.vingvisited the l1-'St:'fVCSO frequently, I know it intimate­
ly - it has shaped my philosophy as a nat uralist and out­
door educator. 

Each Ontario Nature reserve is a "Rosetta stone" that 
will al low future generations toconnect with a dis tant past 
and to witness the tapestry of evolution. Theconservation 
of such places is of the utmost importance, for the heritage, 
both nat ural and human, thal lhey hold. Thescarc both 
islands or refuge and, in a way, isla nds in time. ~ 

Peter Middleton is a lifelong membc,-o/Onta"';o Nature and 
presilielll oftheOuen Sound Field Naturalists. Hehas taught and 
administcreaoutdooreducatiotlprograms/ortheBruceCounty 
BOtIrd o/Education and the B!lIeutlfer District School Board. 

For more information about Ontario Nature's reserve system, 
visit the "Protect" section of our website, onlaIionature.org. 
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BINOCULARS SCOr.ES 

1-866-343-0054 

• • 



See Nikon for details. 

It's a beautiful world out there. let a pair of Nikon binoculars bring even the smallest parts of it into 
sharper focus. You'll get more from your birdwatching because every model in our extensive lineup 

features Nikon's legendary state-of-the-art lenses and superior optical coatings. Crisp and brill iant 

images come standard on every binocular and field scope we make. And while they're helping 
you see the beauty in the worl d, their rugged construction will help you enjoy it all worry-free. 
So if you want to really see more beauty, a pair of Nikon binoculars is a beautifully simple way to do it. 

- 11 SEE NIKONBINOS.CA TODAY FOR ALL THE DETAILS, EVEN THE SMALLEST ONES. 

Travelite 8)(25 Monarch 11110x42 Ac tion EX 8)(40 

Nikon 
Sport Optics 
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