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Books of great interest to Ontario naturalists

“Fascinating browsing for any gardener.”
— The Globe and Mail

Fifty Plants that Changed
the Course of History

by Bill Laws

From cotton to tomato,
tobacco to wheat — the
absorbing story of the hunt
for food and cash-crop plants.

Fifty Plants

that Changed the Course of

% History

i o
1 aritten by Eric Chaline

Fifty Animals

i/ !ﬁ;@“ 73 ' ; Coming in September
{ s ‘:J that Changed the Course of Fifty Animals that Changed
the Course of History

by Eric Chaline

From whales and horses to
Darwin’s finches and reindeer,
the stories of creatures that
influenced exploration.

" History
Each book handsomely illustrated with :

full colour paintings and photos.

Hardcover quarter-bound
in cloth, $29.95

Bats
by Phil Richardson
An authoritative new

guide to bats of the MuShI'OOInS

world — and recently and Other Fungi

threatened local of North America
species.

Paperback, $19.95 The most
comprehensive
mushroom guide
with over 1,000
MUShFDDmS and color photographs .

Other Fungi of

North America

by Roger Phillips
Comprehensive

guide with very

_, complete and detailed
Phil Richardson descriptions and 1,000
photographs in colour.
Paperback, $29.95 ROGER PHILLIPS

At your bookseller

i £ @ “The perfect reference book.”
pUBLISHED BY FIREFLY BOOKS — The Globe and Mail

——

www.fireflybooks.com
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Ontario Nature
Is going to Belize

And we’d like you
to come along!

With over 500 species of birds, more than
4000 species of plants and trees, an abundance
of wildlife and a huge diversity of habitat, Belize  35¢
is one of the very best tropical nature spots

in the Americas. This tour is designed exclusively for Ontario
Nature members to take in the natural history essentials. This
tour is limited to 20 participants and hosted by Ontario Nature.

The price of this tour is US$4895 per person, based on
double occupancy and includes your tax-deductable donation
of C$500 to support the protection of wild species and wild
spaces in Ontario.

For more details and to book this exclusive tour, please contact:

Quest Nature Tours 416.633.5666 / 1.800.387.1483
travel@worldwidequest.com questnaturetours.com

.
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All participants on Guetst Nature Tour% are coverod by the terms of the Ontario
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THIS ISSUE

Looking to the future

By Caroline Schultz

ver the course of Ontario Nature’s 80-year history, we have fought numerous

battles for conservation. With you, we have witnessed many wins for

the environment and also, regrettably, some losses. As the voice for
naturein Ontario, we find ourselves preoccupied with the most immediate con-
servation battles of the day: fending off development to save significant habitat;
crafting a rescue plan for an endangered species; pushing government to imple-
ment genuine protection for fragile ecosystems and at-risk wildlife; and, most
challenging of all, forging solutions among disparate stakeholders that will,
ultimately, reduce our ecological footprint on this province.

Butoureffortsare notundertaken at the expense of the big picture, a vision for
the future of Ontarioin which the natural wonders of this province are safeguarded
and the needs of people and wildlife are met so that both ¢an be sustained. Who
will carry out this vision? Who will take on tomorrow’s environmental battles?

Our responseis that one of the most important decisions we can make today is
to cultivate an ethic of conservation in the next generation of environmentalists.
This is why Ontario Nature created Nature Guardians, a program designed to
raise environmental awareness and an appreciation for nature among young
people. We know that when kids are given the opportunity to explore and connect
with the natural world, their physical and mental health improves and school
grades get better. We also know that the lack of such outdoor experience - a reality
for many children - has been linked to childhood obesity, decreased attention
spans and fewer coping mechanisms for stress.

Through our program, kids tell us how they are affected by the natural world
and how they plan to confront the ecological challenges before us. For example,
on the lastday of Earth Month this year, five teens participating in the Nature
Guardians program took action by organizing five simultancous events planting
trees, cleaning up shorelines and restoring trails. Afterwards, they posted com-
ments and pictures on the Nature Guardians Facebook page, using social media
toinspire and encourage their peers to follow suit. Thisis what youth leadership
lookslike.

AtOntario Nature we are handing the conservation torch to a culturally diverse
and very passionate group of young people. Whatever career path they end up
choosing in life, our best possible investment is giving kids experiences that will
pay off in a powerful dedication to nature in the decades to come. As Anne Bell,
our director of conservation and education, says, intimate contact with nature gives
kids “moments that are filled with colours, sounds, smells, emotion, surprise,
aweand wonder”

In Denis Seguin’s cover article for this issue of ON Nature (page 28), he quotes
one teen as saying that the Nature Guardians program has made her question the
way she lives. It’samazing, she adds, to see kids rising up and taking a stand. We,
too, are amazed. If you share our awe for our young guardians, please support
this program. Doing so will not only help with the day-to-day business of protect-
ing wild species and spaces, it will also, amazingly, help realize the enormous
potentialin tomorrow’s environmental stewards. “sd
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Ontario Nature is a charilable organization represent-
ing more than 30,000 members and supporters and 140
member groups across Ontario.

ONTARIO NATURE OFFICER - DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT

Brendon Larson

PAST PRESIDENT

Peter Gilchrist

VICE-PRESIDENT

Nidhi Tandon

SECRETARY/TREASURER
Chris Rathgeber

ONTARIO NATURE STAFF & CONTRACT SERVICES
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Caroline Schultz

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT

Lauren Wright

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
John Gunn

REGIONAL NATURE NETWORK COORDINATOR
Barbara MacKenzie-Wynia

CONSERVATION & SCIENCE

DIRECTOR OF CONSERVATION AND EDUCATION
Anne Bell

CONSERVATION SCIENCE MANAGER

Mark Carabetta

BOREAL PROGRAM MANAGER

Julee Boan

GREENWAY COORDINATOR

Joshua Wise

EDUCATION PROGRAM AND NATURE
NETWORK COORDINATOR

Lisa Richardson

NORTHERMN CONMNECTIONS COORDINATOR
Peter Rosenbluth

NATURE GUARDIANS COORDINATOR
Sarah Hedges

ONTARIO REPTILE AND AMPHIBIAN ATLAS COORDINATOR
James Paterson

STAFF ECOLOGIST

John Urquhart

RESEARCH AND POLICY ANALYST,
METCALF FOUNDATION INTERN

Timothy Hayward

MEMBERSHIP & DEVELOPMENT

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

Kimberley MacKenzie

ANNUAL FUND MANAGER

Sonia Croasdaile

MEMEER AND DONOR RELATIONS COORDINATOR
Randie Hanlan

DATABASE COORDINATOR

Irene Milani

FOUNDATION AND CORPORATE GIVING COORDINATOR
Nicole Chamula

COMMUNICATIONS

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS
Victoria Foote

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR
John Hassell

ONNATUREMAGAZINE.COM



MESSAGE BOARD

A native non-native
I have some reflections on Lorraine Johnson's “Natural invaders” article on
invasive non-native plants [Spring 2011, page 22].

It would be wonderful if nurseries in Ontario began to label native plants that
are good for sustaining birds and other animals as “eco-friendly.” Education
would be a necessary component, as gardeners would need to be convinced that
holes in the leaves of their plants indicate not impending doom for the garden,
but a thriving, healthy ecosystem.

Another reflection is that we need a nuanced approach to plants that may pose
athreat toourecosystems. We need to know which plants are the most detrimental
sowe can properly direct finite resources towards lessoning their impact.

A nuanced approach would probably find that black locust is not nearly as
credible a threat as the other invasive plants featured in the article. The black
locust is native to the eastern United States, as far north as Pennsylvania. But it
has not arrived from offshore like the other invasive plants. So chances are black
locust is fed upon by a full suite of native insects that in turn feed birds and other
vertebrates. Consequently, it is probably far less damaging to the environment
than plants that have arrived from Asia and Europe.

The tree proposed as an alternative to black locust - honey locust - also merits
comment. Honey locust barely enters southern Ontario in the extreme south-
west. Many parts of southern Ontario are geographically closer to the range
of black locust than they are to [that of ] honey locust. Is planting honey locust
instead of black locust appropriate simply because its range squeaks into the
political jurisdiction we call Ontario? In reality, is honey locust not as foreign to
Toronto, Kingston and Ottawa as black locust?

Don Scallen, Georgetown, Ontario

Brake for bobolinks

While living in Glen Williams, Halton Hills, I was renting a house on a 60-
hectare property that had two mating pairs of bobolinks. After reading your
article on the bobolink online [Summer 2010, page 24], I joined Ontario Nature
and havesince purchased amembership for my granddaughter.

Armed with your article and others, I approached the farmer who leased the
hayfields on our property and explained that if he cut our fields a bit later, the fledg-
lings would havea chance to survive, He had about four large hayfields at the time,
and he agreed tocutourslast.

My point s that we can all do our part, and cooperating made us both feel very
gratified. I think youralliance with various farm groups will help, but we alsoneed
one-on-one contact with farmers to make them aware. Keep up the good work.
Bill Shepherd, Glen Willicams, Ontario
Executive Director, OREA Centre for Leadership Development

Correction: The photo of Chris Rathgeber in the Summer 2011 issue of ON Nature
(page 17) should have been credited to Jeff Kirk, not David Briggs. We apologize for
the error.
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Birding with Ontario Nature

bout the culture of an office by its internal memos. This past June, Ontario Nature’s executive director,

Caroline Schuitz, circulated an all-staff memo alerting us that several chimney swifts - listed by the GCommittee on the Status of Endangered

wildlifein Canadaasa threatened species —~ Were flying above our building. At most workplaces, this announcement would not be

atypical one. But at Ontario Nature, where birding is acommon pastime about which many aré passionate, no one was terribly surprised

by it. Here, our most avid birders reveal their favourite fall birding spots, a surprising number of which are found either within or very
Belleville, which on average attracts

near urban centres. Caroline’s pick? Along the south shore of Prince Edward County, near

You can learnalota

aremarkable 220 bird species ayear.

P

-
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‘Kevin Shackleton
 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
gmngm:s rgvoarse migration in September, you can see
mdducks b a BB 'species of shorebirds, warblers
- m Sk single day at Presqu'ile Provincial Park
toget that kind of variety elsewhere. The local :
munity of knowledgeable b!rdefsmake Presqu’ile
ncre ib:iyilscc_pssjbla for visitors by giving regular
updates and, if you are lucky, taking you around. One of
pﬁl‘ks Lnte _ jyaaam.moaamcne,qf the
park's beaches, a species that is tough to see in Ontario.

@Wm.qnmmpumaasmmwmm | . .
seen up to 10 species of warbler on a single
fall day. I've even climbed up on my "roaf for an
| eye-level vantage point to watch foraging birds
-~ :

Mark Cranford

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The fall birdi

s | l?:';jlng season at Rattray Marsh in Mississauga is long and

ﬁmarea ande regularly. If you can get out into the conserva-

= aﬂzl:nn-oundlngs a couple of times a week, you can see

The L 'S ret?.lula}ﬂy occuning birds, along with a few rarities.

B ;fdss \;\?h the conservation area are excellent for :
] . When raptors start movi

e ng, | often end

Sep;re?::ro:nZare: (tt)rla great view of broad-winged hawkl;pin

red-taile
omanhy - d hawks, turkey vultures and eagles




Mark Carabetta
CONSERTATION SCIENCE MANAGER

| spend American Thanksgiving in New Engiand. On the drive
down, | often stop at Montezuma Matural Wildlife Refuge in New
York State, which is a great staging area for birds - especially
waterfowl — also heading south from Ontario. Having crossed Lake
Ontario, the birds are on the way to their warm, southermn wintering
grounds. | don’t have the same luxury; | return to the cold north
shortly after Thanksgiving.

John Gunn

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION

For fall hawk watching, I like to go to Holiday Beach. During the
fall migration, hawks fly south as far as Lake Erie but don't cross
the lake, where they would lose the thermals. So they fly west
along the shoreline, and the farther west you go, the greater the
volume of birds. For that reason, Holiday Beach is incredible
for watching broad-winged hawks. Each fall, most of the hawks
pass by within about a week, and tens of thousands have been
recorded In a single day.

Anne Bell .

DIRECTOR OF CONSERVATION AND EDUCATION

In September, if there’s a northwest wind,

you can see thousands of hawks in . .

Toronto’s High Park, and around midday . It Peter Gilchrist

you stand a good chance of seeing a ¥4} PASTPRESIDENT, ONTARIO NATURE'S BOARD OF DIRECTORS

E:j me:gclieg'?t;a;kﬂ;‘mh Ty neigh- The Toronto Islands are good for birding all year

: ] round, but especially in the fall, when you can see

migrating owls and vagrants from the south. With a
short ferry ride, the islands are accessible right from
downtown Toronto.




What kind
of energy
do you want
to pay for’

Unless you've made the switch to
100% green power, a portion of your
electricity payment supports fossil-fuel
based generation that contributes to
poor air quality and climate change.
In fact, for the majority of Canadians,
electricity represents the single largest
contributor to the home's pollution
footprint.*

What can you do about it? Simple.
Make a new choice today to support
clean, renewable energy instead of the
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EARTH WATCH

Butler's gartersnake, a globally rare species, is now considered
endangered provincially as well as federally.

Ontario Nature’s Watch List

Last June, the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources released an updated version of
its Species at Risk in Ontario List, and the numbers are disquieting. Forty-seven species
are listed as being of special concern, 53 are threatened, 94 are endangered and 13 are locally
extinct. Three species are of particular concern to Ontario Nature. The status of both the
Jefferson salamander and Butler's gartersnake changed from threatened to endangered.
The cerulean warbler is now designated as threatened, whereas previously it was listed
as being of special concern.

This is the fourth set of revisions since the Endangered Species Act was passed in
2007. Says John Urguhart, Ontario Nature’s staff ecologist, “It is disappointing to see
species that have been on the list for a number of years still in decline. We have known fora
while they are in trouble, yet we have failed to sufficiently protect them.”

Human activities are altering landscapes in ways that place tremendous strain on many
ofthe province's plants and animals. “The underlying story here,” says Ontario Nature's
conservation manager, Mark Carabetta, “is about habitat loss and degradation. Urban
sprawl causes tremendous hardship for these three species. The growth of cities and
expansion of road networks are shrinking and fragmenting grasslands, marshes and forests.”

The dominant threats to Jefferson salamanders, which are found in forests and swamps,
are urbanization, aggregate extraction and resource development in southern Ontario. Small,
isolated populations of this salamander can still be found in this part of the province, but they
prabably consist of only a few hundred individuals and are at risk of becoming locally extinct.

Smaller than other gartersnakes, the Butler’s gartersnake inhabits prairies, grasslands
and fields that have seasonal marshes and wet areas. The loss of prairie habitat and the
draining of wetlands - often for agricultural purposes — have drastically reduced popula-
tion numbers of this snake in southern Ontario, which are declining in 33 percent of known
sites. The Committee on the Status of Species at
Risk in Ontario (COSSARO) reports that, since the
Butler’s gartersnake was discovered in 1938, its
range has shrunk by 60 percent. Because this snake
is endangered in Canada and globally rare, the
Ontario populationis critical to the species’ continued
survival.

Cerulean warblers need large, relatively undisturbed
tracts of mature deciduous or swamp forest, though
the species has been observed in small woodlands.
The population numbers of this warbler have declin-
ed by 30 percent from those in the 1981 to 1985 and
2001 to 2005 counts, and in southwestern Ontario
by 47 percent. COSSARO reports that this species’
ability to reproduce is not sustainable, threatening
the estimated 500 to 900 pairs remaining in Canada, most of which are found in Ontario. In
southern Ontario, habitat loss due to forest fragmentation and degradation is believed to
be the main cause of the decline.

Ontario Nature continues to work with all stakeholders to secure better protection for
species at risk. To learn more about our endangered species research, policy and educa-
tion initiatives, visit our endangered species webpage at www.ontarionature.org/
endangeredspecies.

John Hassell

Cerulean warbler
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EARTH WATCH

Wetlands in trouble

Ontario Nature, working in partnership with the David Suzuki
Foundation, Ecojustice, Ducks Unlimited Canada and Earthroots,
are publishing two reports, one focused on the level of protection
afforded fragile wetlands in the Greenbelt, the other on the rich
diversity of species and ecosystems within the Greenbelt.

The 728,434-hectare Greenbelt surrounding the most populous
region in the country supports more than one-third of Ontario’s
species at risk and serves as a refuge to many more plants and
animals. Our organizations viewed the timing of these reports as
critical to raising awareness among decision makers of the impor-
tance of the Greenbelt and how its conservation policies can be
strengthened, given the upcoming provincial election and reviews
of the Greenbelt Plan, the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation
Plan and the Niagara Escarpment Plan, all slated for 2015.

The ecological importance of wetlands cannot be overstated.
These delicate ecosystems are critical to water filtration, flood
retention, erosion control, carbon storage, nutrient cycling and
groundwater recharge, and provide habitat for specialized wildlife
communities. Wetlands also support a landscape that is resilient
to some of the anticipated impacts of climate change, including
drought, extreme weather and the loss of biodiversity.

The Greenbelt wetlands report, which examines the effective-
ness of existing legislation and polices under the Greenbelt Act,
isthe culmination of a two-year investigation incorporating policy
analysis, surveys and case studies. The biodiversity report,
focused on the rich web of life along the edge of Canada’s largest
metropolis, highlights the status of the plants, animals and habitats
that define the region, the benefits they provide, the ongoing

| threats to their persistence and the conservation gains won through

progressive land-use policy.

Both reports indicate that Greenbelt policies help protect
natural heritage. Nevertheless, wetlands and other habitats in
the Greenbelt are still in danger of being degraded by certain
land uses, such as aggregate extraction and infrastructure develop-
ment. Both reports emphasize the urgent need for education,
outreach and support for stewardship initiatives, in addition to
policy reform. Landowners, developers and residents all need to
understand the natural values of the Greenbelt and how they
can best be conserved.

People and wildlife alike are drawn to the rich habitats that
make the Greenbelt such a special place. When the landscape
of the Greenbelt is altered, everyone living downstream feels
the impact. Conserving this working countryside means that the
vital natural functions will continue to benefit Ontarians now
and long into the future.

Wetlands provide many nature services including water filtration,
| carbon storage and groundwater recharge.

OMNATUREMAGAZINE.COM

PHOTO <AS STONE



EARTH WATCH

L]
Animal farm
“Farming,” says Henry Bakker of Field
Sparrow Farms, “is about good land man-
agement,” thus explaining his participation
in Trent University’s innovative two-year
research project on alternative approaches
to hay harvesting that can help protect
important bobolink habitat.

Unlike other at-risk species rendered
vulnerable by fragmentation and reduction
of natural habitat, the bobolink, a pretty
grassland bird, needs its human neighbours
to maintain artificial habitat — hayfields
and pasture - during June. Bakker points
out that land left alone in Ontario reverts
quickly to forest; cattle farming, on the other
hand, maintains the grasslands that bobo-
links need to breed.

While Field Sparrow Farms already
conducts its harvests during periods when
grassland species are not breeding (even
the farm’s name was chosen to reflect the
owners’ concern for grassland birds and
habitat preservation), the practice is not
commeon on other farms, Farmers typically
harvest hay when the crop and the weather
cooperate, says Harry Stoddart, of Stod-
dart Family Farm, who is a project partici-
pant. Most years that means mid-June —
right when the hayfields contain nests filled
with baby bobolinks. Rescuing Ontario’s
bobolink populations requires changing
hay harvesting practices, delaying the
harvest until late July and so potentially
making them less profitable.

Enter Kristen Diemer, a Trent University
master’s degree student, and her project
comparing the standard harvest schedule
with amodification: a first cut in late May,
followed 65 days later by a second cut after
bobolinks have fledged. Radio telemetry
tags track the bobolinks displaced by har-
vesting, and nest searches and point
counts determine the breeding success of
the birds in the control sites compared
with the experimental sites.

Will Bakker’s and Stoddart’s fellow
farmers agree and adopt the new harvest-
ing practices, should the altered schedule
prove beneficial for the bobolink? Stoddart
believes there will be resistance to any
major changes, as high-quality hay is already
a hard crop to produce, and Bakker
argues that compensation is key. “It's great
to ask farmers to voluntarily get involved,”
he says, “but if society is going to impose
schedules, there needs to be a recogni-
tion that there is a value to the stewardship
work that farmers do - a real service that
is provided.”

Andreca McDowell
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Ontario’s wildlife to disappear!
n v - |

On September 21, you can speak 'up'fﬁmatuiﬁ"ei Jein Ontario
Nature and tell all the political candidates running in the

upcoming election that protecting plants, animals and ecosystems
is one of the most important issues facing us today.

Meet us at 11:00am at Queen’s Park on
Wednesday, September 21, 2011.

On behalf of the nearly 5,500 people who signed our Charter
for Biodiversity, you can send a message to government
saying that the loss of wildlife in Ontario must be stopped.

ontarionature.org/Rally4Nature

For more information, contact Kimberiey MacKenzie, director of development,
at kimberleym@ontarionature.org; 416-444-8419 ext. 236.
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visit your local Wild Birds Unlimited
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EARTH WATCH

Save the Date!

June 8 - 10, 2012

Please join us to
Ontario Nature’s
81st Annual General

Meeting and Gathering
at the Opinicon Resort hotel,
northeast of Kingston
in the Frontenac Arch.

The three-day gathering brings
together scientists and expert
naturalists to lead workshops,
talks and field trips as well as
outings to Frontenac Park, St.
Lawrence Islands National Park,
Queen’s University Biological
Station and Ontario Nature’s
Lost Bay Nature Reserve

on the eastern arm of Lake
Gananoque.

The Frontenac Arch is a nature
lover's paradise where you find
an abundance of wildlife,
including rare and endangered
species such as cerulean
warblers, prairie warblers, gray
ratsnakes, common musk turtles,
five-lined skinks, deerbeny, blunt-
lobed woodsia and pitch pine.

Transportation will be provided
from the Kingston VIA Rail
station to Chaffey's Locks
where the Opinicon Resort
haotel is located.

Watch for more information
and how to register in the
winter issue of ON Nature

magazine and on our website,
www.ontarionature.org.

Ontario

Nature ..
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At-risk woodland caribou depend on the protection afforded through
the Endangered Species Act and the Far North Act.

-
Vote for the environment
It often seems that specific issues count for little during elections. Instead, voters are
subjected to general images of each party, encapsulated in brief, usually negative sound
bites. Campaigning for the October 6 Ontario election, the Official Opposition Gonser-
vatives simply distill Premier Dalton McGuinty and his eight-year Liberal administration
into one word: “Taxman.” The Liberals, in turn, portray Conservative leader Tim Hudak
as scary and irresponsible.

How do environmental concerns fit into this electoral landscape?

The Liberals will not unveil their platform until September but ¢laim a strong environ-
mental record that includes support for renewable energy and conservation through the
Green Energy Act and feed-in tariffs, a promise to close the province's coal-fired electricity
stations, creation of the Greater Toronto Greenbelt, the Far North Act to preserve half the
northern boreal region, and additional laws to safeguard endangered species and curb
mining exploration.

Hudak promises to gut or scrap most of those measures, calling them punitive taxa-
tion, invasions of individual rights or a hindrance to job creation. The NDP and Green
Party generally support the government’s direction, but say the policies must be made

. more effective.

The Conservatives argue that the Endangered Species Act would hobble economic
development in northern Ontario and, in the south, put farmers in danger of extinction.
The NDP - divided between northern members who favour development in their region
and members from the south who place more emphasis on wilderness conservation —
says listing species is fine but wants, as Timmons-James Bay MPP Gilles Bisson puts it,
changes in “how you deal with it on the ground.”

Similarly, the Conservatives claim that the Liberals’ revision of the Mining Act, which
reined in exploration in southern Ontario and requires consultation with First Nations in
the north, would kill the industry. The NDP demands more consultation on mining and
northern land-use planning, not to slow development but to try to ensure that Aboriginal
communities benefit fromit.

The Conservatives’ task is to incorporate their negative environmental message into the
basic campaign attack.

The NDP and Green Party face a tougher job, since urging improvements in complex
policies they approve of in principle requires more detail and nuance than most media and
voters can likely digest.

In a world of sound bites, how will such messages fare at the ballot box?

Peter Gorrie
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Out of the woods

The woodlands of London, Ontario, have been saved from the
axe. Legal battles over stronger protection for the city’s wooded
areas finally ended in May, when local developers lost a bid to
appeal the case to the Supreme Court of Canada.

While that may not be the final word on the matter, Nature
London’s conservation committee chair and former city councillor
Sandy Levin is pleased with the ruling. “About 800 hectares were
atissue,” he says. “That’s two percent of the entire area of London.”

The fight began in 2006 after the City of London created a
policy lowering the threshold for protecting woodlands over four
hectares in size. Previously, a woodland was protected only ifa
city ecologist gave it a high rating in three of various categories —
such as composition of trees, size, location and age. Roughly
two-thirds of the city's wooded areas would have failed that test.

But under the new policy, a woodland needs a high rating in
only one category, vastly increasing the number of protected areas.
The London Development Institute — an association of local
developers — unsuccessfully appealed the new policy to the Ontario
Municipal Board and to a series of lower courts. In January, the
institute asked the Supreme Court of Canada to hear an appeal of
the lower court rulings. In May, the Supreme Court said it would
not hear the case.

That is a relief for Levin, who helped pay for a lawyer out of his
own pocket to support the city’s position. The case cost him
$100,000, about half of which he recovered through fundraising
and a lower court decision to award legal costs.

The institute’s president, Jim Kennedy, argues the case was not
about woodlands, but about the way the policy was implemented
and its implications for democratic involvement in municipal
decision-making. Kennedy’s group claimed that the more strin-
gent threshold for protecting woodlands should not have been a
city policy, but rather part of the official plan. As a policy, the
threshold is not subject to public hearings, whereas as part of the
official plan, it would be.

“It's afine point and hard to get across,” says Kennedy. “But if
it was part of the official plan, at least we'd be able to speak to the
issue through public hearings.”

With London’s official plan in the midst of its five-year review
—as the province mandates for all municipalities — Levin worries
that the process could give developers another avenue. “All the
developers have to do — with a different city council - is to amend
the official plan,” he says.

Sharon Qosthoek

ol

Some 800 hectares of wooded areas have been
saved in London, Ontario.
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This fall, plan a day trip or weekend getaway 1o
Canada’s southernmost point, Pelee Island. Walk
through woodlands awash in colour, along waterfront
trails and windswept dunes. Pick your spot for a
wonderful birding experience, the island’s fall
migration - one of North America's most popular.
Relax on the MV Jiimaan and enjoy the lake crossing

EXPERIENCE ONTARIO’S |
IsSLAND GETAWAYS...BY FERRY!

‘ontarioferries.com |
b 1.800.661.2220
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Thanks to you — all of this .

is almost completely protected

Thanks to you and many other people
like you this spectacular piece of Niagara
Escarpment just north of Wiarton, Ontario
is almost protected forever.

80% of this property has already been
protected thanks to a partnership with the
Bruce Trail Conservancy and many generous
donors. In May 2011 we launched the third
and final phase of this campaign and asked
you to join us and Protect Your Share.

Thanks to your overwhelming response
and a pledge of $100,000 from Mountain
Equipment Coop we are almost there!

This campaign is almost complete with
only $80,000 required by March 2012. With
your help, by next spring we will be ready to
purchase the third and final parcel
of this majestic property and preserve this
land for generations to come.

To learn more or to make your donation
please visit www.protectyourshare.ca
or contact our Director of Development,
Kimberley MacKenzie directly at
416-444-8419 ext 236.

Thank you for helping to do so much
for wild species and wild spaces in Ontario.
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Meet our l.;oard_
peter Gilchrist

past president

John Hassell What initially got you interested in nature?
Peter Gilchrist | grew up as an outdoor boy in Ottawa when the
city was just developing, so there were farms and streams to
explore in the immediate area. It was fun to be outdoors, but it wasn’t
until my mid to late twenties when | spent time with someone
tuned into environmental issues that, by osmosis, | developed a
true naturalist attitude.

JH What gives Ontario Nature the authority to speak for
Ontario’s wild spaces and wild species?

PG Ontario Nature develops positions that are widely supported
across the organization’s network of diverse member groups and
thus by many Ontarians. In addition, for 80 years the organiza-
tion has always taken a science-based approach, which has estab-
lished its credibility.

JHRenewable energy sources, wind in particular, have
unexpectedly become a lightning rod for heated debate within
communities. How do you navigate this discussion?

PG We need to separate local issues from provincial and global
ones. We can come together on a principle of wanting to green
the power grid, and there are only a few ways to do it. Ontario Nature
has been at the forefront of promoting efforts to make sure renew-
able energy projects are subject to rigorous environmental assess-
ments and not undertaken at the expense of the wildlife we are
trying to protect.

JH What role do you see Ontario Nature’s Nature Guardians
program playing in shaping the environmental movement?
PG There is a serious risk of the next generation

becoming less connected to environmental issues. Qualified organ-
izations like Ontario Nature are reawakening a connection with
nature in young people. Fostering that environmental sensitivity
is the first step in developing the next generation of environ-
mental leaders.

ONNATUREMAGAZINE COM

JH I have to ask: how long is your bird list?

PG The birding community is varied. Some people just like to
look out their window while others like to go out specifically
to look for birds to see and record. | fall firmly in the latter group and
have seen 4,839 species, almost half of the known species on
earth. I’'m hoping toreach 5,000 in 2011.

JH What are some of your favourite birds?

PG For beauty, rarity and difficulty, | would say the endangered
birds are my favourite. It is amazing to see a species of which only

a couple of hundred are left. But, for me, the next bird is the one
that I'm most excited about.

JH Do you have any advice for aspiring birders?

P Dont overlook birding in the winter. Lots of ducks and other
waterbirds can be found on the Great Lakes. You can see year-
round residents, northern visitors that have come to feed and
some surprises, such as birds that normally migrate from south-
ern Ontario yet have remained here for some reason. Owls are
hard to find at the best of times, but Ontario is blessed with a wide
variety that regularly come to its southern regions in the winter in
search offood.

JH lunderstand you travel extensively to bird watch. Where
are some of the spots you've particularly enjoyed and why?
PG | have gone to Point Pelee nearly every spring for 40 years
and still find it thrilling. Despite many trips farther afield, Ontario,
with its narrow, migratory flyways, remains my favourite place
for birding. In the developing world, you can find some spectacular
endemic birds that contrast well with those in Ontario. The joy of
visiting is often tempered by seeing environmental damage
caused by economic development. Countries are varied in how
they manage their rich resources, which can be significant tourist
attractions if they are preserved. ™.
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The
Ottawa Valley
in autumn

A guided tour of nine great nature
getaways in eastern Ontario.

By Caroline Schultz & Mark Stabb

Eastern Ontario naturalists sometimes jokingly refer to the phenomenon of the “Kingston
curtain” - a perceived boundary in the knowledge and experiences of southern Ontario nature
lovers about the landscape east of Kingston. During almost a decade of living and working in
the Ottawa Valley, we both observed this anomaly. We know “the Valley” as a distinct cultural
community that retains a link to the great river that shaped its history. Defined by its drainage
through tributaries such as the Petawawa, Bonnechere, Madawaska, Mississippi and Rideau,
the Ottawa Valley is rich in unheralded natural areas. Now that we have moved from the
region, we miss our natural history explorations in this beautiful part of the province - the big,
clean waters, the wild areas and the hidden gems that spice up the landscape.

Most of these spots have strong river connections. Like the Nile, the Ottawa River flows
through a gargantuan trench caused by bedrock displacement. The area has a high concentra-
tion of fault lines and the earthquakes that come with them. The geological activity created a
huge linear depression known as the Ottawa-Bonnechere graben. Hills and cliffs climb steeply
along the sides. Downstream, clay deposits mark the site of the postglacial Champlain Sea.

The mighty Ottawa, which drains an area twice the size of New Brunswick (around 146,000
square kilometres), still has wild shorelines and roaring whitewater. But the 1,300-kilometre-
long river is much diminished from what it once was, not least because of the 50 or so dams
that interrupt its flow. Some 8,000 t010,000 year's ago, the river carried most of the waters of
the Great Lakes and carved evidence of its force in the bedrock. The channels of this ancient
waterway swerve away from the existing riverbed and have developed into large wetlands.

Spectacular and special sites line the Ottawa River and its tributaries. We encourage you to
explore some of our favourite spots, places we love to return to.
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Mer Bleue and Alfred bogs

Two of eastern Ontario’s best-known wetlands - Mer Bleue Bogand Alfred
Bog - were formed in ancient, low-lying former channels of the Ottawa River.
While most bogs in southern Ontario have been drained or mined for peat,
groups of committed conservationists have seen to it that large portions of
these two bogs are protected and, with theaid of boardwalks and interpretive
signs, accessible to visitors. In the fall, you can find these wetlands aglow with
the rich reds and auburns of heath vegetation.

Mer Bleue Conservation Area protects a 2,500-hectare raised peat bog, located
within the Ottawa Greenbelt. The site was expropriated in the 1940s by the
Department of National Defence (DND) to serve as a bombing range. DND
ownership allowed Mer Bleue to escape development amid the rapidly
urbanizing landscape, and it is now one of the most studied bogs in the country,
recognized as a wetland ecosystem of international significance under the
Ramsar Convention.

Awalk along the1.5-kilometre boardwalk will give youa true taste of north-
ern flora, with sightings of black spruce, tamarack, bog rosemary, Labrador tea,
blueberry and cottongrass. Orchids, as well as insect-eating pitcher plants
and sundew, are also common. Birding isa popular activity here during spring
and fall migrations, and in the summer you can get glimpses of such breeding
birdsas Lincoln’s sparrow, clay-colored sparrow and palm warbler.

Protecting Alfred Bog required a greater effort. For 30 years, the bog was
actively mined for peat, after a struggle by the Ottawa Field-Naturalists’ Club
(OFNC)and the Vankleek Hill and District Nature Society (VHDNS) failed
to prevent a zoning change that allowed peat extraction to proceed. Today,
thanks to dedicated collaboration between the OFNC, the VHDNS, the
Nature Conservancy of Canada, the South Nation River Conservation Authority
and the United Counties of Prescott-Russell, 90 percent of the remaining bog
is permanently protected. The raised peat bog has been building for 10,000
yearsand harbours many rare or endangered plants and animals, including
the bog elfin butterfly, Fletcher’s dragonfly, eastern white-fringed orchid
and rhodora. Northern birds such as the gray jay and black-backed and three-
toed woodpeckers have been spotted there.

At 4,200 hectares, the Alfred Bogis the largest peatland in southern Ontario
and the pride of Alfred and Plantagenet Township. “Rarely do you go there
when there isn’t someone visiting the boardwalk,” says Frank Pope, OFNC
member and chair of the Alfred Bog Committee, which oversees the bog’s
protection. “Itgives a super view of the heath portion of the bog.” With a nature
reserve at its core, the bog adds wildness to an otherwise tame agricultural
landscape. Moose still inhabit the area, which is outside the species’ typical
range. Alfred Bog is well worth a visit, though it's a bit more out of the way
than Mer Bleue and the boardwalk is more rustic,
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Conroy Marsh
The middle reaches of the Madawaska
River are best known for thrilling
whitewater, but they also contain a
hidden oasis. Conroy Marsh spansthe
confluence of the Madawaska, York and
Little Mississippirivers, and hasbeen
an important travel corridor for people
and wildlife for thousands of years.
Inthe late 1800s, it was also a busy junc-
tion for theshipment of red and white
pines. Today, theareais a 2,400-hectare
provincially significant wetland, pro-
tected as a conservationreserve.
Thelarge wetland, south of Comb-
ermere and bounded on the north by
Negeek Lake, is made up of marsh, fen
and swamp habitats, and has stands
of wild rice - a boon for waterfowl. It is
also a known hot spot for wild cran-
berries. River otters, ospreys and bald
eagles live here, and the marsh sup-
ports healthy populations of black and
ring-necked ducks. Hemmed in by
the hills of the Madawaska Highlands
and broken up by granite mounds, the
eight-kilometre-long Conroy Marsh is
an ideal area to explore quietly by
canoe or small boat. With its many side
channels and inviting indentations,
the marshis a place in which you can
get pleasantly lost.
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Madawaska Highlands trails

Inthe rugged and wild forested hills of the Madawaska Highlands,
undeveloped Crown land eclipses private holdings, and logging, hunt-
ing, trapping and fishing continue on the public lands. But over the
pastdecade, some new opportunities have opened up for nature lovers
to explore the public propertiesin this land of marble and granite.

For people who crave the self-propelled challenge of backcountry
wilderness exploration, the Madawaska Highlands offer anumber of
ways to become immersed in the region’s natural history. At Calabogie
Lake, local resort owners and municipal authorities have opened a
series of loop trails that lead to wonderful vistas of the hills. Eagle’s
Nest Trail and Manitou Mountain Trail are two well marked and
well used paths through highland habitats.

But perhapsthebestintroduction to this area is the Griffith Uplands
trail. Opened in 2010 (with assistance from the Greater Madawaska
Township), it offers a two- to three-hour walk that takes you first
through a voung forest and then across a clear creek, where trail
creator Tim Yearington has lefta water cup totempt thirsty hikers. Here,
you can actually hear the water running underground through the
fractured rock. Then the ascent starts. You climb past some mature
stands of pine and oak before the forest begins to open up to barren
rock, with shrubs and stunted trees along the hilltops. In summer,
you may see blueberries in profusion and woodland sunflower.
The trail even skirts some wetlands nestled up in the hills.
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Larose Forest

A mere 30-minute drive east from Ottawa along Highway 417, the Larose Forest
isan oasis of biodiversity in the heart of an almost entirely agricultural area.
The10,540-hectare stretch of land includes a complex of wetlands, riparian
thickets, small open areas, and mixed deciduous and coniferous forest.

The woods are home to an impressive number of breeding birds, offering
arefuge for whip-poor-wills (listed as a threatened species) and evening
grosbeaks. Itis also one of the few breeding locations in eastern Ontario for
the Cape May warbler. More than 200 species of moths have been observed
in the forest, and the list of butterflies spotted there now stands at 67, at least two
ofthem -the mulberry wing skipper and the pepper-and-salt skipper - con-
sidered very rare. Among the 12 known species of reptiles and amphibians
found here are the four-toed salamander and the threatened Blanding’s
turtle. And for mushroom enthusiasts, Larose Forestis a fantastic hunting
ground, with more than 500 species. “Larose Forest has enough biodiversity
to satisfy any naturalist, whatever their interests, whether flora or fauna,”
says Christine Hanrahan of the Ottawa Field-Naturalists’ Club (OFNC).
“The variety isastonishing.”

Diane Brunet, of the Club de Miroise de I'Est Ontarien, also sings the
forest’s praises: “The Larose Forest is one of the crown jewels of the United
Counties of Prescott and Russell. This beautiful historical area is cherished by
all nature lovers, bird watchers, mycologists, or simply for a nature walk.”
(“La Forét Larose est un des joyaux des Comtés unis de Prescott et Russell. Ce
merveilleux site historique est privilégié de tous, que ce soit pour I'observation
d'oiseaux, lamycologie ou simplement une randonnée en nature.”)

The extraordinary thing about this haven of biodiversity is thatitis less
than100 years old. In 1919, agrologist Ferdinand Larose planted the first
conifers on abandoned farmlands (known as the Bourget Desert) around
the present-day villages of Limoges and Bourget. Since then, more than18
million trees have been planted by an array of forward-thinking groups and
agencies. Today, the forest produces Forest Stewardship Council -certified
timber and is logged, with care being taken for its ecological integrity, during
the winter months.

The OFNC has done extraordinary work in documenting the species in the
forestand keeps adding new records. Any naturalist planningavisit should
download the species lists from the Larose Forest website (www.ofnc.ca/
conservation/larose/index.php), along with other information about this
ecological gem.

Larose Forest
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Oxford Mills

For a unique natural history experience,
considera winter trip to Oxford Mills, on
Kemptville Creek, atributary of the Rideau
River. Roughly 60 kilometres south of
Ottawa, thisareais the haunt of naturalists
Fred Schucler and Aleta Karstad, who
offer one of the few winter herpetological
programs: Mudpuppy Nights. Mud-
puppies are secretive aquatic salamanders
with frond-like external gills. These
animals are active year-round in many of
our bodies of water (much to thesurprise

of numerous ice-fishers). The salamanders
tend to concentrate in flowing water from
timeto time, and in the 1990s, a large number
were discovered just below the dam in
Oxford Mills. They move fairly slowly and
can be seen from the shore with the aid
of a flashlight.

Schueler and Karstad, both committed
natural historians, held the first Mudpuppy
Night in 1998. Today, Mudpuppy Nights
are recognized as the longest-running
winter herpetological programin Canada.
These events arc held on Friday evenings
through much of the winter, and kids get
priority to observe the slippery creatures.
“It’s your only chance to see an active
amphibian when the air temperature s -26
C!”Schueler claims proudly.

Outside the winter field season, Schueler
and Karstad, along with family, friends
and visiting researchers, operate the Bishop’s
Mills Natural History Centre, offering
research and educational programs and
facilities. Itisa place where youcanlearn
about the natural history of eastern Ontario
from a committed and concerned family
and community:.
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Gillies Grove

Towering white pines, huge maples and stately
beech abound at the Gillies Grove. The 23-hectare
nature reserve is within the boundaries of
Arnprior, about an hour’s drive up the Ottawa
Valley northwestof Ottawa, makingitan excellent
destination or stopover spot on longer journeys.

The Grove, asitis known locally, isa precious
remnant of the magnificent forest that once
covered thisregion. It containssome of the Ottawa
Valley's most impressive white pines, one of
which may hold therecord for the tallest pinein
Ontario. As you wander along the well laid
out trails, expect the forest to echo with the
squawking calls and pounding of its resident
pileated woodpeckers, along with the gentler
tapping of sapsuckers and hairy and downy
woodpeckers. The woodland is also home to
barred owls, red-shouldered hawks and
scarlet tanagers.

Michael Runtz, president of the Macnamara
Field Naturalists’ Club, recalls how as a child
he got a glimpse into the life of the forest inside
the Grove. “I have fond memories of skipping
churchtosearch for owls, pileated woodpeckers
and lady’s-slippers,” he says.

Visitors will find a rich array of plant life
here. In spring, the forest flooris a living carpet
of hepaticas, spring beauties, violets, and both
red and white trilliums. In summer, white bane-
berry (also known as doll’s eyes) and Indian
pipe punctuate the lush green understorey. In
fall, look for interesting fungi, including soccer
ball-sized giant pufthalls.

The Grove is the legacy of the Gillies family,
oneofthe Ottawa Valley’s “lumber king” families.
They bequeathed the Grove with the intent
that it be preserved and enjoyed by the people
of the town of Arnprior. However, the path
to protection proved challenging, involving
decades of wrangling with the subsequent
landowner, before conservationists and donors,
both local and from as far away as Toronto
and Montreal, secured the property. Today, the
Nature Conservancy of Canada owns and
manages Gillies Grove, with stewardship sup-
portfrom local volunteers.

“Gillies Grove
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Pink lady slippers grow in the
Bonnechere parks.

The Bonnechere parks

The Bonnechere River weaves through the heart of Renfrew County and
links many of its communities, including the old mill towns of Renfrew,
Eganville, Douglas and Killaloe. The Algonquin First Nation’s history
with theriver - in particular the area where it meets Golden Lake - goes
back atleast 5,000 years.

Visitors can get fine views of the river at bridges and along roadsides
across the southern part of the county. But to get a stronger feel for this
waterway, venture upstream to Round Lake and explore the Bonnechere
parks. Bonnechere Provincial Park sits on an ancient sand delta that pro-
tectsthe mouth of the Little Bonnechere, as the section of the river stretching
northwest from Round Lake is called. Park trails invite you to explore
the wetlands and oxbows formed by the river’s meandering path through
deep sand. This process also created a beach on the northern shore of
Round Lake, washed with clean, clear water fed by the protected watershed.
Nearby Bonnechere River Provincial Park is one of Ontario’s southern-
most waterway parks, snaking along Little Bonnechere’s shores to
Algonquin Provincial Park, where the river originates.

Forests of red and white pine, red and silver maple, black ash, eastern
hemlock and even stands of white oak flourish along the largely undevel-
oped river valley, and give you an idea of what this area was like before
European settlement. Thereisa variety of trails for easy hiking, from the
oxbow meanders at the river’s mouth to the Egg Rock trail that brings you
up the faultline toa lovely vista of the valley.

You canalsoexplore the river by canoe, floating along its mainly calm, flat
water. Camping on the shores will bring youinto close contact with loons,
bitterns, herons, turtles and frogs in the many adjacent wetlands, and you
can admire the stands of red and white pine that loom like sentinels above
the river that once carried entire pine forests to market in log drives.

The staff of Bonnechere River Provincial Park is dedicated to natural
and cultural history, and has developed extensive education programs,
research projects and publications to give visitors a deep understanding of
thelocal residents’ relationship with the river. You can learn about its
history onarcheological digs, alonginterpretive trailsand through theatrical
recreations during “spirits” walks. Ask park staffto guide you to such
memorable sites as the famous Bonnechere Caves to the south, to the
officially non-operating but accessible Foy Provincial Park across the
lake, or on quiet hikes along the river. And for people seeking an entry-level
camping experience, Bonnechere Provincial Park is one of the few
Ontario parks where visitors can reserve rustic cabins.
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Westmeath Provincial Park

One of the few undeveloped areas left along the Ottawa River is the 610-hectare
Westmeath Provincial Park, about 30 minutes’ drive southeast of Pembroke. The
park is primarily made up of an active sand spit, which continues to grow northeast
intothe Ottawa River. Relict beach ridges and terraces can be found here, as well as
anactive dune system that runsalong the spit’s western edge, where the sand land-
scapeisconstantly changing.

The flora here is exceptional. The dry beach and several wetland and upland
communities are habitat for rare species such as blue beech and silky dogwood.
The forest contains abundant pine and is an excellent place for mushroom forays
from late August through thefall. Latesummer and fall arealso great for waterbird
sightings. Shorebirds use the beaches as migratory feeding stops from late August
until October. In late April and again from early to mid September, the sand spit-
enclosed Bellows Bay is an important staging area for migrating waterfowl. How-
ever, be aware that waterfowl hunting is permitted in the bay, so visit before
September 17 when the duck and goose season opens.

The wetlands are home to map turtles, a species listed nationally and in
Ontario as being of special concern. The park is also one of the few known Ottawa
Riverlocations where the eastern spiny softshell turtle was once found, giving
herpetologists hope that the species will return there one day.

Westmeath has no facilities or staff on site, but the park is worth the extra effort
needed toreachit. You can get there from Highway 17 by exiling northeast on County
Road 7, then turning left onto County Road 21. From the junction of County Roads
21and 12, drive east 4.5 kilometres along the gravel access road. A park boundary
signis posted near a gated access road that enters the park.

Wood ducks navigate the waters of
Westmeath Provincial Park.

Oiseau Rock
For many people who live along provincial or national borders, locations are
defined less by political boundaries than by landforms and family connec-
tions. The people of the Ottawa Valley are no different. They see the Ontario
and Quebec sides as part of one vast entity. And for residents of the upper
Ottawa Valley around the Ontario towns of Chalk River and Deep River,
Quebec’s Oiseau Rock isan icon. “Geologists, biologists, naturalists, histo-
rians and archeologists all agree that Oiseau Rock is one of Canada’s least-
known but best-loved spots,” says Elizabeth Bond, a local historian.
Overlooking a narrow reach of the Ottawa across from Chalk River, the
150-metre sheer face of Oiseau Rock rises out of the river in Pontiac County,
Quebec. The water below is just as deep. The majestic landform madean
impression on the earliest residents, who left more than 70 pictographs on its
granite walls documenting hunting parties, myths and even the coming of
Jesuit priests. Oiseau Rock isa sacred site for the Algonguins of Pikwakanagin
First Nation near Golden Lake, as well as for the Kitigan Zibi Anishinabeg

: (TOP) RICHARD MCGUIRE

PHOTOS (BOTTOM) BENEDIKT KUHN CLD DU PONTIA

While writing this article, we lost a dear
friend and a champion of natural history
in the Ottawa Valley. Chris Michener was
an avid naturalist and professional field bio-
logist, a founding member of the Pembroke
Area Field Naturalists Club and, most recently,
the coordinator of the ambitious Renfrew
County biodatabase project. Michener was
well known as a friendly trip leader and
field companion and as a hard worker, char-
acteristically behind the scenes, for nature

in the Valley. He succumbed to cancer in
June. We miss him very much, but for now
we remember him through this article about
places he explored and loved.
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First Nation in the area around Maniwaki, Quebec.

In Ontario, the site isaccessible only by boat or canoe, which can be rented
locally. It can be reached by road on the Quebec side. A gentle 40-minute
climbwillbring you to the peak, with its panoramic views of the valley, from
Algonquin Park to the Ottawa River’s roaring whitewater. Hikersarealso
rewarded at the top by a gloriously clear spring-fed lake, perfect for a refresh-
ingswim. Along the way, watch for soaring bald eagles and peregrine falcons,
which neston thecrestof Oiseau Rock. s

Caroline Schultzis the executive director of Ontario Nature and Mark Stabb is
the central Ontario program manager for the Nature Conservancy of Canada.

Interested in visiting one (or more) of these hidden gems? Please visit ON
Nature’s website for all the contact information: onnaturemagazine.com
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Tracking turtles: Thanks to a canine’s sensitive nose,
finding rare wood turtles — the key first step to saving them -
is a much quicker undertaking.
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CENT
TURTLE

Scientists turn to man’s best friend to help in recovery efforts

for one of our most endangered reptiles.

Text and Photography by Conor Mihell

hargingalonga frenetic course throughacedar swamp,
Rebel looks like any youthful Labrador retriever
exploring the outdoors. Nose to soggy ground, he zig-
zags haphazardly through tangled alders at a pace
no human could match. Rebel’s handler, Ontario Ministry of
Natural Resources (MNR)conservation officer Mike Buckner,
seems exasperated by his dog’s hyperactivity. “He always
wants tobeat the front of the pack,” sighs Buckner, who has
been training MNR “canine units” for 12 years and is currently
serving as theacting supervisor of provincial canine services.

Branchesslapmy face, mud grabsat my feetand mosquitoes
chase in my wake as I follow Rebel and Buckner, as well as
MNR species-at-risk biologists Nathan Hanes and Jessica
Sicoly, through the wetland. With great relief, we emerge
ontoasandybeach onariver north of Sault Ste. Marie, where
Hanes and Sicoly are conducting a field survey in search of
wood turtles, a specieslisted as endangered under the pro-
vincial Endangered Species Act (ESA). (Due to the risk of
wood turtle collection fortheillegal pet trade, MNR does not
disclose the precise locations of this turtle,) With his sharp
noseand go-anywhere enthusiasm, two-year-old Rebel -
who s trained to Ontario Provincial Police dog standards
and capable of detecting a dozen different scents - is the
team’s turtle-sniffing secret weapon.

Ontario is home to an estimated 1,100 wood turtles, or
about 8 percent of the North American population, which
ranges from Ontario to Nova Scotia, throughout the Great
Lakes states and as far south as Virginia. Joe Crowley, a
Peterborough-based MNR herpetology species-at-risk
specialist, says the distribution and abundance of wood
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turtles on the Canadian Shield of central Ontario, at the
northern and western edges of the species’ range in Ontario,
“has probably remained relatively consistent with pre-
settlement conditions.” However, habitat loss due to agri-
culture and development, road mortality and pressure
from poachers have all but wiped out wood turtles from
their historical southern Ontario range, and forestry and
off-road vehicles are probably curtailing northern popula-
tionsaswell.

As I pause to catch my breath after completing the bush-
whack, Rebel'sefficiency leaves me dumbfounded. In the time
it takes five humans to merely spot the wispy marks left by
awood turtle in the sand, Rebel has found the source of the
tracks - adessert-plate-sized turtle with orangeappendages,

a tiger-tail-patterned underside and a gnarled, wood-like
shell that camouflagesit perfectly ina bramble of dogwood
and ferns. Rebel perks up his ears, wags his tail rapidly and
sits, proud of his find and quivering with excitement. Asa
reward, Buckner flips him a rubber ball, and Rebel lies down
forasatisfying chew.

It's late May, and in the next few weeks this female wood
turtle(its genderidentifiable by its flat lower shell, or plastron)
willlikely lay a clutch of up to 18 eggs on a beach like this
one. She has probably just wandered away from the water
towarm herselfin the morning sun, Hanes tells us, as he
records air and water temperature readings. Wood turtles
spend more time on land than any other of Ontario’s eight
species of turtle. Since turtles rely on their external environ-
ment toregulate their body temperature, in all likelihood
this one spent the cool overnight hours in the relatively warm
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How you can help turtles

protect their habitat,” says Urquhart.

of reptiles, amphibians and other species of wildlife.
For more information, visit these websites:

Adopt-A-Pond: www.torontozoo.com/adoptapond
Conservation Ontario: www.conservation-ontario.on.ca

Conor Mihell

The fact that the Ontario Reptile and Amphibian Atlas has added more than 160,000 records, many provided by the public,
to provincial natural heritage databases in just two years demonstrates volunteers' ability to play a key role in conservation.
Ontario Nature staff ecologist John Urquhart says the biggest contribution the public can make is to document and report
sightings of species such as turtles, salamanders and frogs. Under Ontario’s Endangered Species Act, simple observations
identifying species and their location (preferably including photos and a site description) “automatically create the potential to

Rural property owners can go further by being good stewards of their land. Maintaining buffers around watercourses protects
water quality and preserves important transitional habitat, making it a valuable ecological practice for conserving populations

Ontario’s Reptile and Amphibian Atlas: www.ontarionature.org/atlas

Ontario Turtle Tally: www.torontozoo.com/adoptapond/turtletally.asp

Ontario’s Species at Risk Program: www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/business/species/index.htmi

river water. The species also spends the winter months in
rivers or streams under the ice. (Turtles, like frogs, snakes,
lizards and salamanders are “ectotherms,” meaning that
their surroundings control their body temperature.)

Wood turtles don’t mature until well into their teens and
havea very low reproductive success rate due to flooding of
nest sites, parasites, infertility, and predation by raccoons,
foxes and skunks, which eat turtle eggs. “A female may only
produceacouple of offspring over the course of herlife that
survive to adulthood,” explains Crowley, who previously
coordinated the Ontario Reptile and Amphibian Atlas
project for Ontario Nature. But since adult wood turtles
have few natural predators, they can live upwards of 50
years - enough time to maintain stable populations. This
is why the species has persisted since the dinosaur age.
Butnow its continued survival is threatened - by us.

heimpactof humans has put seven of Ontario’s eight
turtlespecieson the province’'s speciesat risk list, Part
of the reason for the decline in wood turtlesistheloss
of floodplains and mixed-shruband wood forests -
preferred terrestrial habitats for turtle nesting and foraging
-and the contamination and alteration of swift-moving
riversand streams that are essential for the turtles’ year-round
survival, Logging roads often bisect wood turtle habitat
along waterways, increasing the risk of roadkill (see “Road
block,” opposite page)and allowingall-terrain vehicle users
unfettered access to sensitive turtle nesting arcas on sand
and gravel beaches. As well, roads often support exploding
populations of voracious, development-tolerant raccoons
and other predators that thrive in human-altered habitat.
Due to the low breeding rate of wood turtles, “even a slight
increaseinannual adult mortality can cause slow but steady
declines in populations,” says Crowley, and aspike in poach-
ing can wreak instant havoc on populations. Aninternal
MNR report demonstrated that one Ontario wood turtle
population decreased by 70 percent between 1993 and 1995,
probably due to systematic poaching. Whileillegal collection

26 ON NATURE AUTUMN 2007

isless ofaconcernin the far-flung reaches of central Ontario,
Sault Ste. Marie District MNR biologist Sicoly found a
wood turtle on a remote river last May with leash holes drilled
initsshell - nodoubta pet trade refugee.

The first step in staging the species’ recovery is identifying
key habitat and remaining wood turtle populations. With
the help of Rebel and two other MNR tracking dogs trained
indetecting wood turtles, biologists like Hanes and Sicoly
are scouring areas throughout northeastern Ontario in
search of viable and vestigial wood turtle populations.
Information gleaned from these surveysiscatalogued in their
localdatabase, whichis then used in land-use planning for
forestry, water-power development and other activities.

Meanwhile, Ontario Nature, with support from MNR and
Environment Canada, is conducting its own field surveys
and relying heavily on “citizen science” to help gather informa-
tion for Ontario Nature’s ongoing Reptile and Amphibian
Atlas project. Over the past two years, the atlas project has
collected more than 160,000 occurrence reports - in part
frommembers of the public (see “How you can help turtles,”
this page) - of reptiles and amphibians across the province,
almostdoubling the numberof entries in government databases.
According to Ontario Nature staffecologist John Urquhart,
this informationis filling a “shameful” knowledge gap about
the range and distribution of many species thatare rapidly
disappearing. What's more, Urquhart's work is creating more
safe havens for endangered species like the wood turtle.
“Species don’t get habitat protection unless there’s a con-
firmed occurrenceinaparticularlocation,” hesays. “That’s
why it’s so important that we go out and find evidence of
turtles ina particular place.”

The wood turtle became the centre of a heated debate in
2009 when the Liberal government acted on the advice pro -
vided in a wood turtle recovery strategy, and created swaths
of regulated habitat. Becauseindividual wood turtles have
heen shown to move as far as 600 metres away from bodies
of water to forage and can range up tosix kilometres along
a waterway, the team advised the government to designate
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known habitat along rivers and streams as being subject to
permits for development. Documented wood turtle habitat
insouthern Ontario was afforded 200-metre-wide buffers
oneither side of watercourses, extending 2,000 metres up-
and downstream; in central Ontario, these buffers were
inereased to 500 and 6,000 metres, respectively.

Forestry lobbyists and resource-based communities
cried foul, arguing that this “overbearing protection of wood
turtle habitat” would effectively shut down the already
faltering forestindustry. In response, Ontario Nature challenged
loggers toaddress the sector’s fundamental problems - “the
strong Canadian dollar, the falling demand for products
like pulp, newsprint and lumber, and highly efficient, low-
cost global compelitors” - rather than making wood turtles
ascapegoat. “It is time for the [Ontario Forest Industries
Association] to stop blaming endangered species for an
economic crisis,” concluded an op-ed signed by Ontario
Nature’sexecutive director, Caroline Schultz, which appeared
in the Pembroke Daily Observer. “The real casualties deserve
better. They deserve what most citizens want: anindustry
that conserves endangered species and jobs.”

Forits part, MNR points to the flexibility of ESA habitat
regulations, which allow for striking a compromise between
different land practices. “Essentially, there aren’t any
specificdosand don’ts,” says Crowley. “Restrictions are going
to be assessed on a case-by-case basis.” The ESA prohibits
killing, harming, harassing and capturing a living member
ofaspecies that is listed as threatened or endangered in
Ontario, or against damaging or destroying its habitat. Under
thelegislation, companies can obtain permits by demonstrat-
ing ecological net benefits through mitigation strategies.
“We'relooking at whether or not the activity would impair
the function of the ecosystem,” adds Crowley.

Urquhart generally accepts this compromise. “In principle,

Rebel, with handler Mike Buckner, sits long
enough for his picture to be taken.
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Road block

Ontario Nature staff ecologist John Urquhart likes to describe
turtles as “miniature tanks” that have evolved durable
protection from predators. But turtles are defenceless
against a speeding automobile. What’s more, turtles
stranded on roadways are easy targets for poachers. State
University of New York researchers used models to pre-
dict that, in areas with lots of roads, roadkill rates for semi-
terrestrial turtles (such as wood turtles) would probably
lead to their eventual disappearance.

Members of the public need not get dirty to reduce turtle
road mortality. “Keep your eyes open while driving, and if you
see a turtle, and it's safe to do so, pull over and move it off
the road,” says Joe Crowley, MNR herpetology species-
at-risk specialist.

C.M.

the system can’t fail. Ifthere’s always net gain with every
permitissued, then the species cannot disappear,” he notes.
However, he has concerns about how the framework func-
tionsinreality. “The problem with overall benefit is that nobody
knows how to measure it. If you create a new wetland as
mitigation, how can you say that turtles are going tobe able to
successfully overwinter there?” Just as the ESA is flexible in
issuing permits to well-planned developments, decision
making on what constitutes mitigation must also evolve on
the basis of experience. “Biological systems are complicated,”
says Urquhart. “We understand that MNR has to make an
educated guess. But when you do that, post hoc monitoring
iscriticaland sois the need toadapt to what's learned over -
time. That's going to be the test of whether or not the overall-
benefil clause actually works.”

ack on theriver north of Sault Ste, Marie, Sicoly and an

assistantquickly measure and weigh the wood turtle,

take notes on the habitat in which it was found, check

for any injuries and use a metal file to create unique,
harmless indentations on the perimeter scutes (enlarged
scales on the shell) of its carapace to identify it in future
surveys. Aside from the wood turtle being another spoke
in the wheel of biological diversity, researchers admit that
little is known about the role this species playsin the greater
ecological community. “They’re not a keystone species” that
actsasa lynchpin for the entire ecological community, says
Crowley, “but if wood turtles disappeared, you could havea
number of chain effects in the ecosystem.” As opportunistic
omnivores, wood turtles are part predator, scavenger, and
plant- and fungi-eater.

Sicoly finishes taking notes and passes me the surprisingly
docile animalforacloserlook. “Thereal reason you can tell
it'sa girl isbecause she’s so well behaved,” she jokes. And for
amoment, as we getready to head back downstream, T hold
aone-kilogram, gently squirming example of one of Ontario’s
mostimperilled species. “S

Regular ON Nature contributor Conor Mibell lives in Sault Ste.
Marie. His first book, a work of non-fiction about Lake Superior,
will be published by Dundurn Press in the spring of 2012.
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WILD CHILD

AT ONTARIO NATURE, THE NATURE GUARDIANS
PROGRAM SOWS THE SEEDS FOR A NEW
CROP OF ENVIRONMENTALISTS.

TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY DENIS SEGUIN
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ON A CHILLY SPRING MORNING, it takes a lot of imagina-
tion to picture a forest along this eastern fringe of the Greater
Toronto Area. Acres of damp farmland stretch west and
south, stubbled with stalks and desiccated cobs of cattle
corn left from the passage of last autumn’s combine har-
vesters. Clods of earth poke out of puddles, and low areas
are nothing but muddy swamp after a very wet April. But
this field is a special space. Named for the late environmental-
ist, the Bob Hunter Memorial Park is a 200-hectare swath
of what will become - with the help of anew generation of
conservation activists - Canada’s next national park.

Jim Robb, generalmanager of the Friends of the Rouge
Watershed, stands on arise as he explains the 35-year journey
tothis point, from the near-miss that would have put this field
on a flight path to a major airport in Pickering, to a massive
habitat restoration and amelioration project that balances
wilderness and sustainable local farming. “Every year we
bring out about 4,000 people to plant 60,000 native trees,
shrubs and wildflowers,” he says. “T'en years ago, there were
only three sycamore trees left in the Rouge. Now, thereare
probably 3,000.” Then he turns to watch this year’s crop of
Nature Guardians - none of them born before 1990 ~ tromp
toward him across the field.

Launched in 2009 with a three-year grant from the Ontario
Trillium Foundation, the Nature Guardians program con-
nects kids with their wild side and with nature preservation
activities. Part of that program is the vibrant Youth Council,
which consists of 22 energetic and outgoing teens from
across the province who organize volunteering opportuni-
ties in their communities; people like Stephanie Glanzmann
-awell-spoken 16-year-old whois not sure yet what career
she will choose but knows she wants to make a difference
inthe world.

Glanzmann has chosen to focus on the Rouge watershed,
which has been a special space for her and her family -
enthusiastic hikers all - for as long as she can remember.

“It’s one of the few big parks accessible to Toronto. I've
always been going out here, and so has my family. So thisis
giving back.”

Not a moment too soon. There is a great need for the
enthusiasm of people like Glanzmann. “Ontario’s naturalist
community is greying and membership in nature clubs is
indecline,” says Sarah Hedges, the Nature Guardians coordi-
nator. “The clubs are worried for their future.” For some
time, Ontario Nature has had a general outreach program
- essentially an adult version of the Nature Guardians. But
Hedges, who at 22 could be a Nature Guardian herself, says,
“We decided to refocus our efforts on youth” How young?
Very. The programis aimed at kids five to 18, although univer -
sity-aged studentsarealso welcome.

The seed for the Youth Council was planted ata youth
summit for biodiversity held in June 2010. Sixty-five high
school-aged Nature Guardians from across the province
attended a weekend filled with workshops on a range of topics
(“Slime and Scales”), seminars (“Boreal in Jeopardy”) and
inspirational speeches (astronaut Roberta Bondar delivered
the keynote address) guaranteed to stoke environmental
fervour. The challenge was not so much to find the next gen-
eration of Jim Robbs, but to help young people find the Jim
Robb within them. At the end, the conveners puta question
to the group: Who among you would be interested in
pursuing this process year-round? Thirty keeners raised
their hands.

In November 2010, a core group of 22 gathered at the
Toronto Zoo, one of Ontario Nature's partner organizations,
for aleadership weekend. This colloquium was made of
sterner stuff than the youth summit: the attendees heard
about how to fundraise for their activities and organize a
conservation event with volunteers. Worthy causes abound,
butsomebody has to orderabus, procure the tools, pack the
snacks and get the people out.

Since then, hundreds of children, youth and their families
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Nature with benefits

light — will experience fewer sick days and more efficiency.

standardized tests.

nearby park playground.

year) in front of the TV and/or computer.

for school-aged kids.

» As little as five minutes spent in nature has been shown to improve mental health.
- Workplaces and schools that incorporate nature — even just by adding natural

+ Studies suggest that interacting with nature can help children pay attention,
motivate them to learn and improve both classroom behaviour and scores on

> Canadian children with a park playground within 1 kilometre of their homes
were five times more likely to be of a healthy weight than children without a

» The average Canadian child spends more than 40 hours/week (2,080 hours per

< Only 9 percent of boys and 4 percent of girls meet Health Canada’s recommended
minimum of one hour a day of moderate-to-vigorous exercise. Of both sexes
only 7 percent are getting the recommended amount of daily exercise.

- Qutdoor play declines as children and youth age. Eighty percent of five- to 12-year-
olds vs. 43 percent of 13- to 17-year-olds, play outdoors after school.

<+ Ganadian children and youth spend 62 percent of their waking hours in
sedentary pursuits, with six to eight hours per day of screen time as the average

Naturé Guardians Ireena Hague
_ and Sidra Sabagh

have participated in Nature Guardians events. Whether
those events involve “engaging with your environment”
or “walking in the woods,” they benefit the kids as much
as they do nature. The hard truth is that most Canadians,
especially children, do not get outside enough. (A British
research team found that youngstersare more likely toidentify
with Pokemon characters than with local wildlife,) What's
more, group activity develops people skills, and interacting
with nature challenges the individual to think beyond the
self. “Connecting with nature is key to a child’s healthy
development and to their physical, mental, social and
spiritual well-being,” explains Anne Bell, Ontario Nature's
director of conservation and education. Intimate contact
with nature, she says, gives kids “moments that are filled
with colours, sounds, smells, shapes, emotion, surprise,
awe, wonder.”

At Bob Hunter Memorial Park on this last day of Earth
Month 2011, around 40 people, mostly teenagers, are awaiting
their moment of nature intimacy as they gather around Jim
Robb’s mud-splattered pickup truck. Surprisingly, most
ofthemare recentimmigrants to Canada, many of whom
speak only basic English. “Newcomers to Canada,” says
Robb later, “are the future of this country, the future pro-
tectors and managers of the park. We want themto fall in
love with the place, invest a little sweat and energy, get their
handsdirty and understand a little more about nature.” After
Robb explains the morning’s plan and demonstrates the
proper method for planting a tree, groups of shovel-wielding
kids start to dig enthusiastically. “When you plant a tree,
it'sa spiritual thing,” observes Robb. “Every major faith uses
tree-planting as a symbolora rite.”

Conservation groups like Robb’s always need young
volunteers, and one place that has them is the YMCA. Its
Newcomer Youth Leadership Development Program
encourages young immigrants to engage in their adopted
community, while getting the 40-hour community service
credit required for graduation from high school. Newcomer
youth advisors Ashley Korn and Hanna Caplan are at the
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Rouge planting right along with their program participants.
“We're always looking for volunteer opportunities, and
Ontario Nature has been setting stuffup,” says Korn.

Asked how long it will be before these slender stalks
are worthy of the term “tree,” Robb points toa stand to the
north. “We planted those pines in 2008. They're already
eight to nine feet. The trees I planted 20 years ago are now
goto4ofeettall. It's a forest.” Then he points southand east,
beyond the waiting ranks of saplings, hundreds of them,
grouped by species according to his ecologist’s calculus.
“Bob Hunter will be looking down on us smiling, knowing
this park is getting greener and healthier.”

IF THE LATE HUNTER WAS looking down at nature renewal
efforts in Ontario that day, he had a variety of choices. The
Rouge planting was one of five Nature Guardians events
taking place across the province. On the other side of the
Greater Toronto Area, a team of young conservationists
was setting off into Mississauga’s Rathwood Park to plant
trees. At Lemoine Point near Kingston, a crew was engaged
in shoreline cleanupalong Lake Ontario. At the Minesing
Wetland near Barrie, another team was restoring a stretch
ofthe North Simcoe Rail Trail. Near Thunder Bay, yet
another gang of young volunteers was preparing a site for
tree planting in the Pine Bay Nature Reserve.

“Pine Bay had been clearcut,” explains Lupine Habib,
one of four members of the Youth Council who are Nature
Guardiansin the Thunder Bay region. Through her affilia-
tion with the Thunder Bay Field Naturalists, Habib had
sought volunteers to help restore the area to its natural
state, “It wasa good fit, because restoration is part of conserva-
tion,” she says. On this day, the Grade 12 student has
mustered 17 volunteers ranging in age from six to 60, armed
them with saws and clippers, and put them to work clearing
brushin arcas where trees were to be planted.

Habib was only mildly interested in environmental issues
until Grade 11, when she noticed a poster for EcoSuperior,a
CONTINUED ON PAGE 40
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Pictured here: a smaller quarry outside of Kirkfield, Ontario.
In contrast, the proposed guarry in Melancthon Township will be
one and a half times as deep as Niagara Falls.
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When The Highland Companies announced plans
- to build one of North America’s largest quarries on

A some of the richest soil.in southern Ontario, p ¢
farmers, citizens and local politicians dug in for a
: fight. In the court of public opinion, the quarry-
busters seem to be winning.
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board member of the North Dufferin Agriculture and Community
Taskforce, notes that water is becoming the number one issue
in the fight to stop the mega-quarry.

orman Wolfson, a Toronto businessman, and his

artist wife, Sandi Wong, spend most weekends

atawindswept retreat they built seven years ago

high on a ridge in Dufferin County. The home
overlooks the rolling lushness of the Niagara Escarpment to
the east and Melancthon Township's vast counterpane
of potato lands to the west, Wolfson well remembers the day
afewyearsago when aneighbouring farmerdropped by
and told him that someone was buyingup all the farms in
thearea. Somewhat apologetically, the farmer admitted
that he, too, had sold. He got an offer he couldn’t refuse.
“But,” he told Wolfson, “I realize now that they’re not just
after potatoes.”

“He had tearsin his eyes,” Wolfson recalls.

That farmer was turning his back on no ordinary farm.
Hisland and the surrounding farms have some of the best
growing soilin eastern Canada. Honeywood loam is named
for a tiny hamlet in north Dufferin County just up the road
from Wolfson'’s place. According to the North Dufferin Agri-
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culture and Community Taskforce halfof all fresh potatoes
consumed in the Greater Toronto Area are grown here in
Melancthon Township, which lies at the highest elevation
insouthern Ontario. The rich soil also produces an abun-
dance of cereal grains, hay and pasture. Nowonder The
Highland Companies, a Nova Scotia corporation operating
in Melancthon, wanted to acquire some of this land in its
stated quest to become the largest potato producer in Ontario.
In2006, Highland began purchasing land in the area, offer-
ingfarmers $8,000 anacre, at leasta 30 percent premium on
the market value, The company eventually amassed about
7,500 acres (2,630 heetares) in Melancthon and Mulmur

“ One of the company’s stated plans
is to rehabilitate the quarry to
farmland. “It’s total insanity,” says

one critic. ”
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Aggregates are a vital resource in construction-hungry Ontario,

a province that has grown to accommodate more than 13 million
people. The pravincial Aggregate Resources Act reflects this
reality by allowing quarry developers to bypass comprehensive
environmental assessment requirements.

And yet every time a company applies for a quarry licence,
opposition from environmentalists and nearby communities is
swift and vociferous. Right now, battles like the one escalating in
Melancthon Township are playing out across the province, cost-
ing the industry, municipalities and private citizens untold millions
of dollars.

Kevin Thomason, on Ontario Nature board member, is a high-
tech executive in Waterloo who describes himself as “a passion-
ate advocate” for the environment. He believes that the regulations
aren't keeping up with construction activity. “At one time,” he says,
“roads were paved once every 10 years and trucks could only
carry a few tonnes. It was inconceivable to move gravel more
than a few miles. Now,” he continues, “entire communities are
decrying the loss of farmland, the dust and truck traffic. We need
rules and regulations that cover the current realities.”

The David Suzuki Foundation’s John Werring agrees. “The
system is ass-backwards,” he says. “The government should
require the [quarry] applicant to go to the community before
spending millions of dollars doing ‘comprehensive’ studies.”
When bureaucrats tell a company to go ahead with environmental
studies for a project on which it then spends millions of dollars, “the
government has given the company the idea that the project is
going to be approved,” says Werring. “All of this happens before
the community has a chance to be involved.” Arguably, a quarry
of this magnitude would never have come this close to realization
had Highland been required to begin at the municipal level.

Thomason would like to see 150 smaill, sustainable guarries
across the province instead of large operators coming in under
false pretenses. “In too many cases, these projects are sited in
small communities with people who don’t have the knowledge
to fight back, while the company has unlimited resources,” he says.

But even as the fight in Melancthon grinds on, there is hope
that future quarries may follow a different process. On June 1,
Ontario Nature and five other environmental nongovernmentai
organizations, along with the Ontario Stone, Sand and Gravel
Association, collectively known as the Aggregate Forum,
announced the development of a certification program that will
enhance standards of environmental stewardship and community
engagement across Ontario’s aggregate industry.

Caroline Schuliz. executive director of Ontario Nature, says,
“We feel that it is critical for us to put in place a program that has
the involvement and support of a broad group that refiects the
consensus of a wide constituency of environmental, community,
industry, and provincial and municipal interests. It is essential to
have a process that communities can trust.”
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In Highland Companies’ application for a licence to operate a
limestone quarry in Melancthon Township, Edmonton-based
Stantec Consulting Ltd. reported its assessment of the potential
impact of the pit on species in the region. Of particular concern
to environmentalists are the bobolink and the Henslow’s sparrow
- two species at risk known to nest in the area - as well as fish
habitat, namely that of brook and rainbow trout in the Pine River.

John Werring, with the David Suzuki Foundation, reviewed
Highiand’s 3,100-page application in a 10-page letter to the
Ministry of Natural Resources last spring. He concluded that
the consultants’ report did not contain enough data to support
their findings.

For instance, the consultants stated that bobolinks were
observed in the area of the proposed pit, but contended that the
numbers were “relatively low.” Werring counters that “all the
consultants reported was that bobolinks were found ‘where
appropriate habitat occurred.” They do not quantify how much
bobalink habitat is in the licensed area.” And, according to Jon
McCracken, a biologist with Bird Studies Canada, “if the pit
destroys grassiand habitat, then that's against the Endangered
Species Act.”

Anne Beli, director of conservation and education for Ontario
Nature, adds that the Endangered Species Act requires the
developer to “agree to a set of conditions whereby, in the end,
the species in question will be better off than before the develop-
ment took place.”

The Highland consultants found no evidence of Henslow's
sparrows, Werring reports. but he's dubious about the method-
ology used to search for the bird. “All the consultant did was to
go into the field on two separate days in June of 2008 and broad-
cast a recorded song for, at most, six minutes at a few locations.
Needless to say, they did not find any of these birds during these
brief surveys."

The consultants also asserted that the quarry would have no
negative impact on fish habitat, says Werring. In fact, they con-
cluded that the proposed mega-quarry would improve “the
diversity, connectivity and function of the natural heritage systems
inthe area.”

“We question how these conclusions can be reached,”
Werring wrote in his letter to the ministry. “The salient points | raised
in my letter,” Werring explains, “are that they haven't done
a good enough job of identifying the fish habitat. The project
should be subjected to a detailed environmental review.”

Emii Frind, a professor of earth sciences at the University of
Waterloo, whose specialty is groundwater, is likewise skeptical.
“Highland says there will be no effect on groundwater, and | think
that is not true. They have no basis for claiming that. The water
quality is not going to be the same; it's going to be much worse.”
Cecily Ross

AUTUMM 2011 ON NATURE 35



Amount, in tonnes, of rock reserve in the proposed quarry: 1,000,000,000

Length of two-lane highway, in kilometres, that could be built with this aggregate: 55,555

Circumterence of the earth, in kilometres: 40,075

Number of major watersheds affected: 2

Amount, in litres, of water that will need to be pumped each day to keep the quarry from flooding: 600 million
Number of times 600 million litres of water exceeds the combined amount pumped by all quarries in Ontario today: 60
Fee, per tonne, that the government levies on virgin aggregates extracted in Ontario: $0.115

Corresponding fee in the United Kingdom: $3.22

Percentage of Ontario aggregate production that comes from recycled material: 7

Percentage of U.K. aggregate production that comes from recycled material: 21
Approximate amount, per acre, that Highland Companies paid for its quarry land: $8,000

Approximate value, per acre, of the aggregate reserve on this land: at least $9.5 million
Amount, per acre, the quarry will pay in annual county and township property taxes: $86

Number of permanent jobs Highland says the quarry will provide: 465

Percentage of these jobs that are local, on-site jobs, other than trucking: 35

Percentage of surveyed quarries that MNR found to have compliance problems when it conducted an internal review in 2006/07: 83
Percentage of government aggregate fee that goes to a fund for abandoned pits and quarries: 4

Number of farmsteads demolished by Highland on its properties prior to its application: 30

Percentage of Melancthon's pnme potato-growing area - a unique 14,000-acre (5,666-hectare) plateau of Honeywood loam soil -

located on the quarry site: 15
Percentage of farmland lost in central Ontario since 1951: 49

Percentage of proposed quarry area that the Highland application says will be rehabilitated to “prime agricultural land” and
agriculturally related uses on the quarry floor, where a “hardy crop. .. will produce acceptable yields”: 58

Cour of Tim Shuff, In The Hills magazing (Summer 2011 issue).

townships. But Wolfson’s neighbour was right. It seems
something is even more valuable than Honeywood loam up
here, and that’'s Amabel dolostone limestone. Underneath
all that rich vegetable-growing soil lies one of the largest
deposits of the highest-quality limestone in the province.

Highland is backed by a Boston-based hedge fund called
the Baupost Group. On March 4, 2011, Highland filed a
3,100-pageapplication with the Ministry of Natural Resources
todevelop 2,135 acres (937 hectares) of agricultural land for
aggregate extraction. Butthisis tobe noordinary gravel pit.
The magnitude of the proposed Melancthon quarry is stag-
gering. The hole in the ground will be anywhere from 27
to 77 metres deep - which is one and a halftimes as deep as
Niagara Falls - and well below the water table. The pit
will span an area more than three times the size of the Toronto
Islands. The quarry may have an impact on the headwaters
and watersheds of five rivers: the Nottawasaga, the Saugeen,
the Humber, the Creditand the Grand.

What’s more, the pit will lie on the western edge ofthe
Niagara Escarpment,a UNESCO Biosphere Reserveinhabited
by hundreds of species of flora and fauna. Indeed, thanks
to ongoing development in southern Ontario, 40 percent
of Ontario’s rare flora along with numerous at-risk species
are preserved on the escarpment.

Tomine the limestone, the company will have to pump
600 million litres of water out of the pit every day. That water
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will then be pumped back into the ground to resume its
journey into the surrounding streams, rivers and wells.
When the quarry is operating at its full potential, more
than150 trucks could be leaving and entering the area every
hour of the day, with the attendant dust and noise.

The storyis as old as that of David and Goliath: a small
community of farmers and local politicians with no money
pitted against a big, foreign-owned company with vast
resources. What has ensued so far is a war of words and
statistics, with one side raising the spectre of unrelieved
environmental and social disaster, while the other paints
a picture of prosperity, harmony with nature, and the joys of
sustainable progress — a picture that most people up here just
don’'tbuy.

On the day I visit Wolfson and Wong, we stand beside
their beautiful home and look out over the ploughed fields
spreading away to the west. In the far distance, I can make
outastand of wind turbines. Despite the controversy the
towers have been generating over the past few years, they
are beginning to look insignificant — small potatoes, in
retrospect. Because, if things go according to Highland's
plans, in a few years the couple’s view will be obliterated by
amega-quarry, oneof the largestin North America, belching
cloudsof dustinto the sky, six days a week.

“Wewon'tbeable to live here,” says Wong. “This was going
tobe our retirement. Now it's mega-death.”
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“The hole in the ground will be

anywhere from 27 to 77 metres deep
— which is one and a half times
as deep as Niagara Falls — and well
below the water table. ”

arl Cosack, Wong’s and Wolfson's neighbour one
concession over, is more sanguine. A giant of
aman wearing a cowboy hat, boots and a tattered
red bandanaaround his neck, Cosak has agreed
to take me on a tour of the Highland properties and sur-
rounding area, but the fog on this Wednesday morning
inlate May is thicker than a cloud of, well, limestone particu-
late, so he ushers meinto his house to wait out the weather.

Cosack has been training horses and raising black Angus
cattle on his 485-hectare Peace Valley Ranch since 1975, He
alsoruns Rawhide Adventures, charging city folk to help
him herd cattle on horseback. He believes the mega-quarry
will not - cannot - go ahead. “I still believe that people want
to do the right thing,” he says. “l understand thatit'snot
always easy to know what the right thing is. Butin this case,
the proposed quarry doesn’t make any sense on any level
atall”

Cosack is a founding board member of the North Dufferin
Agricultureand Community Taskforce (NDACT), which was
formed in 2009 after some local farmers noticed that High-
land was digging test holes on its newly acquired lands.
These holes, says Cosack, were “consistent with those one
would dig to determine water patterns. We figured it was
about more than potatoes.” (Wolfson isalso on the NDACT
board, along with farmers who have held out against High-
land’s lucrative offers.)

According to Cosack, when NDACT questioned the company,
Highland admitted it was planning a series of small quarries.
Highland then tried to allay fears about the impact of the
project by claiming it would use a water-management
system that would not affect the surrounding ecosystem.
Soin March, when Highland unveiled the true extent of
its plans, it was likeabomb dropped on the farming community,
onethatcould forever change its way of life.

“They say the quarry will have zero impact outside its
boundaries,” Cosack snorts. “Any reasonable person knows
that can’tbe true.”

One of the company’s stated plans is to rehabilitate the
open pit after the limestone has been extracted by return-
ing it to farmland. The usual practice would be to allow
the quarry to fill up with water, leaving a lake in its place.
Instead, Highland proposes to pump 600 million litres of
water a day (the same amount of water that 2.2 million
Ontarians use, also on a daily basis), in perpetuity, out of
a hole halfthe size of Orangeville so that it can grow crops on
the bottom. According to Emil Frind, a professor of earth
sciences at University of Waterloo, the planis preposterous.
“It's total insanity. To get a few potatoes out of this, they’re
going to pump all that water outand keep on pumping. That
takes energy, and lots of it.”

Avisitto Highland’s website is like taking a virtual tour of
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What the politicians say
Most major developments in Ontario require a full environ-
mental assessment under the Environmental Assessment
Act (EAA) before they can go ahead. Gravel pits and quarries
are an exception; they’re governed by the Aggregate
Resources Act (ARA), which is not as comprehensive as
the EAA. The ARA does not, for instance, require a company
like Highland to provide a needs assessment, showing, in
this case, that a billion tonnes of limestone are needed in
the province. Because of the unprecedented scale of the
proposed Melancthon quarry, opponents are calling on
Queen's Park to order a full assessment under the EAA.
Since Ontario voters go to the polls October 6, we asked
Sylvia Jones (Conservative MPP for Dufferin-Caledon) and
Peter Tabuns (provincial NDP environment critic) whether
they believed that a full environmental assessment under
the EAA was needed before a quarry licence is granted.
(Linda Jeffrey, Liberal Minister of the Environment, did
not return our calls.) Here is where the three main parties
stood on the issue as ON Nature went to press.

NDP: Tabuns, who joined the marchers at Queen’s Park
on the April 22 Stop the Quarry walk, says he was “quite
taken aback by the magnitude of this project. | think there
should be a full environmental assessment. If you are re-
shaping the headwaters of major rivers and rich agricultural
land is being eliminated, you need a full assessment of the
impacts ... Protecting water in Ontario is a major concern
forus.”

Conservatives: Jones raised the subject of the proposed
quarry in the House last spring, which resulted in a 75-day
extension of the objection period by the Ministry of Natural
Resources (MNRY). Jones does not, however, think an
environmental assessment is necessary. “The MNR will review
the [Highland’s] application,” she says. “If it does not meet
standards, then the application will be turned down.” But
Jones does express concern that the ministry may not
have adequate staff and other resources to properly assess
an application of this scale. “If they don't, they'd better get
them in place.”

Liberals: Jeffrey is on record as saying, in a June 8 message
to critics of the project, that “the ARA provides for a full
review of the potential impact of such a development on
the local environment. The proposed quarry will also
require approval under other legislation, including the Planning
Act, the Environmental Protection Act and the Ontario Water
Resources Act.”

C.R.
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66 They think this is a small, uneducated
community... But we are all working
together to stop this project. ”

a promised land, where technological prowess and human
ingenuity come togetherin a Disneylandish video of tree-lined
berms, impeccable construction yards and bucolic-look-
ing quarry pits. Plans call for restoring a rail corridor from
Lake Ontario to Georgian Bay and, of course, the creation of
jobs - more than 400 of them. The site also promises that the
operation will have “no adverse effect on water quality
and quantity.” Indeed, according to the company website,
“This could make Melancthon amodel of rural sustainability.”

John Lowndes, who founded Highland in 2006 and carried
out the Melancthon land acquisitions is sole director of
the company. However, he has retreated backstage. Until
spring of this year, the voice of the company was Michael
Daniher,who runs Toronto-based public-relations- firm
Simple Situations Inc. Hereturns my call promptly, but his
answers to questions about Highland's plansarebland to the
point of evasion. Told that some experts consider thercha-
bilitation plan ludicrous, Daniher replies, “The rehabilitation
plan has been tabled and the decision-making process will
address peoples’ concerns.” I ask him what happens if the
pumps fail. His response: “The company has indicated that
its water-management plan can operateas detailed.”

Water is emerging as the issue in the fight to stop the
mega-quarry. “We have taken the attitude from the begin-
ning that the water issue is vital,” says Cosack as we drive
away from his farm through thinning fog, turn onto 20th
Sideroad and then head into the woods along Centre Road.
Through the ditches on either side run swift, clear brooklets
tumbling down to the Pine River where it flows through a
deep, sinuous valley below. At River Road, we turnright
and wind slowly back up the escarpment through forestsand
meadows, past trout ponds and creeks, until we reach the
village of Horning’s Mills. The twisting road crosses the Pine
Riverseveral times on the way.

NDACT warns that the mega-quarry would affect the
water quality for everyone, and everything, downstream.
“Where is downstream?” I ask Cosack, aswedrive out of the
village and head north through open farmland. “Every-
where is downstream from here,” he replies. Because
Melancthon, known as the Roof of Ontario, is the highest
pointin the southern part of the province, “the water runs
downinalldirections,” says Cosack.

What perhaps most enrages Cosack is that Ontario’s Aggre -
gate Resources Act does not require a full environmental
assessment beforea quarry licenceisissued. “If my neighbour
wants to build a house on a one-hectare lot, he needs an envi-
ronmental assessment. And these guys don’'t?” The decision
rests entirely with the Minister of Natural Resources, Linda
Jeffrey, who can decide for or against the proposed quarry, or

What you can do

mega-quarry in Melancthon Township.

objection period.

the citizens, have to come up with the money to fight this.”
Here's what you can do:

- Write to or e-mail any, or all, of the following people:

give this request your full attention.”
C.R.

On blustery, sunny Earth Day last April 22, more than 300 people (and a few
horses) gathered at Queen’s Park in Toronto before heading out on a 120-kilometre
Stop the Quarry walk. Five days later, the group emerged from the fog and drizzle
to end the protest walk at a Shelburne-area farm. In all, more than 1,000 protesters
of all ages had joined the march in order to draw attention to the proposed

The event drew considerable media attention to the issue and resulted in the
Ontario government granting a 75-day extension (until July 11) to the official

That period has now passed, but the North Dufferin Agriculture and Community
Taskforce (NDACT), which is spearheading the effort to stop the Melancthon mega-
quarry, still needs your help. The organization is desperately short of funds. In the
words of NDACT member Sandi Wong, “NDACT needs money to fight this. It has
retained lawyers who have to be paid. Highland has a water expert; we have to have
a water expert. They have a blasting expert; we have to have a blasting expert. We,

=+ Purchase (for $10) and display a Stop the Quarry sign from NDACT.

Premier Dalton McGuinty dmcguinty.mpp.co@Iliberal.ola.org

Sylvia Jones, MPP for Dufferin-Caledon sylvia.jones@pc.ola.org

John Wilkinson, Minister of the Environment jwilkinson.mpp.co@Iliberal.ola.org
Linda Jeffrey, Minister of Natural Resources ljeffrey.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org

In your e-mail or letter, express your concerns and end with a statement such
as the following: “Since this is the largest quarry application ever filed in Ontar-
io, | request that you elevate this file to a full environmental assessment. Please

A freshly planted potato field
in southern Ontario.
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The mega-quarry would be located near the headwaters of
the Humber River — a Canadian Heritage River alongside which
run several well-used trails.

-

refer the matter to the Ontario Municipal Board. “The Plan-
ning Act is not designed to handleapplications of this magni-
tude,” says Cosack. “It was designed for 50-acre [20-hectare]
applications. Projects of this size are not sustainable.”

The quarry’s effect on fish and wildlife is also of vital
concern. John Werring is a Vancouver-based aquatic habitat
specialist with the David Suzuki Foundation. It was his
job torespond to Highland’s 3,100-page application last
spring and send it to MNR by the April 26 deadline. (The
public was given a month and a halfto comment on the applica-
tion. The ministry eventually extended the deadline to July
11.) “Itis important to note,” Werring wrote in his letter of
objection, “that this section [downstream from the quarry
lands] of the Pine River will be destroyed if the project is to
proceed as planned.”

Werring’s main worry is about the fish, mostly brook and
rainbow trout, thatlive in the river, “The Pine Riveris primarily
fed by groundwater,” he explains. “They [Highland] are
going toincrease the stream temperature, which will change
the entire dynamic of the water downstream.”

Werringis alsocritical of the wildlife surveys, undertaken
as farback as 2008 by Highland’s environmental consultants,
Edmonton-based Stantec Consulting Ltd. “They need to go
back at different times of the year,” says Werring. “They say
there’s no fish habitat [on the quarry land] but they have
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no data.” He expressed the same concerns about surveys
Stantec conducted in 2008 of amphibiansand of twoat-risk
bird species, the Henslow’s sparrow and the bobolink, insist-
ing that “the project should be subjected toa detailed envi-
ronmental review” before a licence is granted (see sidebar,
page 35).

When I contact Stantec to ask about the surveys, the
company’s media relations officer, Rachel Sa, says that the
“gentleman who did the consulting work for Highland no
longer works for us.” She adds that she’s not at liberty to tell
mewho heisand that Stantec does not discuss its work for
clients with the media.

Now that the official comment period has ended, High-
land has two years toaddress the concerns expressed by the
thousands of letter writers who have objected, including
Werring and Anne Bell, director of conservation and educa-
tion at Ontario Nature. “Given the scale of the proposed
development, we believe that it demands unprecedented
review and consulitation, with clear proofand broad agree -
ment about how tomitigate unacceptable impacts,” wrote Bell.

Clearly, it’s going tobe a long fight. (A recent OMB decision
denying an application fora much smaller quarry in Caledon
came on the heels of a decade-long battle.) But Cosack is
resolute that the community will stop Highland. “Big
business cannot do what it wants when it comes to food and
water. They think this is a small, uneducated community
and if they give anew clock to the arena, we’ll be happy. But
we are all working together to stop this insane project.”

andi Wong pours me a glass of wine as we siton her

lofty deck and brush away the occasional black-

fly. In the fields that fall away from the house, 1

can hear the unmistakable trill of bobolinks stak-
ing out their nesting territories in the long grass.

“You know what they call the soil they push away to get
atthe limestone?” she asks. “It's called ‘overburden.’ Isn’t
that sick? As though there’s something wrong with it” The
spectre of this quarry has clearly taken over the couple’s lives.
“You know what?” she says.“I don’t paint anymore.”

“We are fighting as hard as we can,” says Wolfson, “but
there’s no money. It’s stupid that ordinary citizens would
have to pay to fight againsta big company like Highland”

Areyou NIMBYs? I ask. “Yes,” says Wong, “but that’s not
why we're fighting it.”

“This is in everyone’s backyard,” says Wolfson. “My
heroes are the guys fighting this every day - farmers like
Carl and Dave and Ralph. We can walk away, but they can't.
Some families have been farming here since the 1850s.
They made the decision to stay on the land.” _

Wong showsmea printout ofa chart Highland has released
onnoise levels. Onascale of1to 10, it ratesa slamming door
as1. Itrateshammering as 4. Jumping upand down as 9. And
blasting, the sound of blowing up limestone six days a week?
Thatgetsai.

“Ifit wasn’t soterrible,” says Wong, “I'd be laughing” “sdi.

Cecily Ross is a freelance writer living in Creemore, which is
downstream from the proposed Melancthon guarry. She is also
editor of Food In The Hills magazine.
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Thank you OPG!

Ontario Nature has had a long and fruitful partnership with
the Ontario Power Generation (OPG), ane of our most
generous supporters. OPG holds a deep commitment to
promoting a healthy and vibrant landscape that supports
wildlife and people. We share this vision for Ontario and have
worked closely with OPG over the years to put that vision
in action,

This year, OPG generously provided Ontario Nature with
a $50,000 sponsorship of our Nature Guardians program.
Through this program, we will continue to foster leadership,
raise awareness, and provide environmental education
opportunities for young people, as well as engage the broader
community through our many conservation events.

“OPG Biodiversity is a program of province-wide, conserva-
tion-focused, family-friendly action and education initiatives,”
says Tom Mitchell, OPG'’s president and CEOQ. “Who better to
champion the future of our environment than the youth who
inherit our actions. OPG is very proud to be the lead corporate
sponsor of the Nature Guardians.”

Through the Nature Guardians program, OPG is making it
possible for young people from diverse backgrounds to take
on leadership roles and initiate restoration events in their own
communities. We are deeply grateful to OPG for their contin-
ued involvement in helping protect and restore biodiversity in
Ontario not just today but far into the future.

Note: The Nature Guardians program was started with fund-
ing from the Ontario Trillium Foundation in 2009. We are
now in our third and final year of Trillium funding. In order to
maintain this program, more sponsors like OPG or support
from foundations and individuals, is urgently needed. Please
contact Kimberley MacKenzie, director of development, if
you would like to be a Nature Guardians sponsor.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 31
localnot-for-profit organization that operates greeninitiatives.
She went toameeting and got involved. The Thunder Bay
Field Naturalists had funding to send two young people to
the Ontario Nature youth summit in Toronto last June.
That weekend proved transformative for Habib. “The people
were really passionate about what they did, and they knew
what they were doing,” she says. “They could stopin front
of a tree and just start talking about how First Nations
people used a tree while still preserving it.” There was
even political action: some Nature Guardians wrote a post-
cardtoalocal MPP to ask for changes to the Endangered
Species Act.

A month after the Earth Day events, 15members of the

Youth Council were reunited for a weekend conservation
photography workshop in Hamilton. The kids, along with
Sarah Hedges and four photography instructors, travelled
toalocal farm, Plan B Organics. As they stepped off
the bus, a gender disparity was apparent: 14 are young
women. Moe Qureshi,an18-year-old Youth Council member
from Mississauga, doesn’t see that as cause for concern. “Guys
getinvolved ata later stage,” he says. “There’salot of distrac-
tions in high school. Generally, boys like to know a lot more
before they get involved.” He connects his own enthusiasm

to his eco-friendly parents and an early encounter with water
pollution. “My teacher announced that we couldn’t eat fish
caughtin Lake Ontario ... We had just finished the water
cycleunit,and Iwanted toknow why fresh rainwater couldn’t
clean away the polluted water” Qureshi didn’t like the answer.

The work of a Youth Council member is never done. In
March, some were in Toronto’s Downsview Park helping
the Evergreen Foundation remove invasive species and
painting bird boxes. A second youth summit is planned
for late September, and the Youth Council members are
developing the program of events: the theme, the keynote
speakers, the workshops, the venue. In a few months, some
will probably be back in Earl Bales Park for the Spring City
Treeplant alongside the Friends of the Don East and Urban
Forestry Associates.

Glanzmann credits the Nature Guardians program’s wide
range of partner organizations, ranging from Friends of the
Rouge to Friends of the Don to the YMCA, for expanding
her knowledge and horizons, “Nature Guardians has really
built my confidence but also made me question how I live,”
she says, “If I view something one way, they will give me
some other facts and change my way of thinking. It'samaz-
ing tosee other kids rising up and taking a stand. [thasa
very bigimpact, and if we can reach more kids, it willhave a
still biggerimpact.”

It takes imagination to see a forest where thereisn't one.
And it takes tremendous effort and planning to make that
forest a reality. The payoffis huge for the younger genera-
tion. “When you plant a white pine, which is our provincial
tree, you're notjust planting it so that you can come back in
20 years and say, ‘1 did that,” says Robb. “White pines can
live 350 years. You are giving to five or six generations.” s
Denis Seguin is a freelance journalist and filmmaker. He wrote
and co-produced the documentary How To Start Your Own
Country, which screened at Michael Moore’s Traverse City Film
Festival this July.

Nature Guardians Youth Summit

visit our website at www.ontarionature.org.

This September, Ontario Nature is holding a Youth Summit on biodiversity
and sustainable living where high school students from across Ontario
will learn about the variety of life in our province, how best to protect it,
and how we can live sustainably. Hosted by the Ontario Nature Youth
GCouncil, all workshops and activities reflect environmental topics that are
the most urgent to today’s teens. To find out more about the Summit,
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For Nature, Forever
Leave A Lasting Legacy

You can protect Ontario’s wild species and wild spaces forever by remembering
Ontario Nature in your Will.

You are invited to connect with Kimberley MacKenzie, our Director of
Development, for a confidential discussion about your legacy options.
You can reach Kimberley at 416-444-8419 or 1-800-440-2366
extension 236, or by email at kimberleym@ontarionature.org.

Ontario

Nature “=gd,.

366 Adelaide Street West, Suite 201, Toronto, ON M5V 1R9
phone: 416-444-8419 toll free: 1-800-440-2366 ontarionature.org

Charitable # 10737 8952 RR0O001



« specialty bird seed « feeders « nesting boxes « nature books
* field guides » bat houses « binoculars & scopes « tapes, CDs...
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Bird, Nature,
 Cultural Tours

FLORA & FAUNA FIELD TOURS
232 Belair Drive, Bolton, ON L7E 127 Tel: 905-857-2235

Sign up for these fabulous birding tours!
2011: Cape May: Oct. 2-9 $1895 from Toronto;
Brazil: Nov. 12-22, $1985 from Rio de Janeiro.

2012: Panama: Jan, 18-30, $2195 from
Panama City; Chile: March 1-12, §2575
from Santiago; British Columbia: Sept. 1-8,
$1035 from Vancouver; Vietnam: Nov. 22-Dec. 12
$2689 from Ho Chi Minh City

EfSt.C)I"]SC:IEﬂC‘.E

The Science & Asty

3350 Dufferin Street, Toronto (416) 787-4581
Just South of HWY 401, across from Yorkdale Mall

Website: www.florafaunafieldtours.com
Email: milsomdave@hotmail.com
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*Youth Nature Camp (ages 7-14)
PL AC E *Day Camps (ages 5-8 & 9-12)
* Residential Camps (ages 8-14)

W= 2 *Tripping & Leadership Programs (ages 14-17)

IN MARKET
PLACE wa& Camp Kawartha is a year-round learning centre

dedicated to inspiring environmental stewardship

Camp Kawartha
summer Camp ~ Outdoor Education ~ Environmental Education ~ Rental Facilities

705-652-3860 / 1-866-532-4597 www.CampKawartha.ca

e

T/ 905-796-7931
F / 905-454-9671

Earth Tracks Outdoor School amd
Wilderness Canoe Trips
Earth Tracks offers courses in wild-
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! gs,
i o
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edible and medicinal plants and Hﬁ V| An Effective Book
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AT Algonguin- Park Park Managemeg

519-217-4921 the human impact 1.888.894.TREE(8733)
www.earthtracks.ca

BECOME A FRIEND Whiskeyjack Nature Tours
ARIZONA IN FEBRUARY
OF NATURE 22 Feb-4 March 2012 (12 days)
ONTARIO NATURE’S MONTHLY $2700 (dbl occup) from Phoenix
GIVING PROGRAM Arizona is home to some of the most unique &

NATURALIST PARADISE!

Bird & wildlife 55 acre haven.
Woods, meadows, wetlands.

Bungalow 4 bedrooms 2 baths, famous landscapes in the world, Saguaro NP,
ﬁrcplace, hot tub, garage. 2& 4 | o HLY DONATION Sabino Canyon, Canyon de Chelly, Monument
. YOUR MONT | Valley, Grand Canyon & Sedona. Join us for a
hrs north of Toronto. $449,900, Provides core funding for mid-winter sour to the bhue skies and fascinating
Wendy McKee Sales R hotd . dg -
Rre}'tM)’ LC cc Ba CS I:p] ‘ conservation projects. ‘ deserts of this famous state.
A/MAX Grey Bruce Realty Inc.
0 Y gk | Reduces Ontario Nature's SGUTHBSUTAH
wen Sound 1-800-206-3608 e 17-26 April 2012 (10 days)

$2400 (dbl occup) from Las Vegas
The mighty Colorado River, aided by the arid
erosion cycle, has waged battle across the eons
| with the sandstone strata and fashioned land-
| Become a Friend of Nature ‘ scapes so unique that they are more redolent of

| www.wendymckee.com Photos
| & many more country properties.

Saves paper and postage.

for as little as $10, $15, or an an extra-terrestrial origin. We visit Bryce

Canyon, Valley of the Gods, Arches NP, Can-

M Natura l ':;;;1:";50:‘; ?;r amount of your choice, per yonlands, Monument Valley & Zion Canyon.
month charged to your credit
TOUR S TICO Licence # 50018444 9 ] Y YUKON-DEMPSTER HWY
card or chequing account. Land of the Midnight Sun
Specialists in Global Bird 18-29 June 2012 + 1-12 July 2012 (12 days)
Watching and Nature Ecotours CONTACT $3600+GST (dbl oceup) from Whitehorse
N The heart of our adventure is the drive up the
We ‘Oﬁier: - . Member Services: 1-800-440-2366 Dempster Highway from Dawson City to Inuvik
@ Birding a‘nd_ Wildlife Day ITrIpS or 416-444-8419 ext. 233 and a flight to Tuktoyakiuk on the Arctic Ocean,
* Global Birding and Wildlife Tours | At latitude 66N we cross the Aretic Cirele and
« Wildlife Photography and Art Tours enter the Land of the Midnight Sun.
e Custom Group or Individual Tours WHISKEYJACK NATURE TOURS
Ontario BOX 31,5 VON 30

Toll- Free: 1.877.404.3424
www.naturatoursinc.com
info@naturatoursinc.com
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ONTARIO NATURE CHAMPIONS,

Congratulations to our Conservation Award Winners

species and wild spaces at our annual general meet-
inglast June. One of the highlights of our gathering
at the Ganaraska Forest Centre on the Oak Ridges Moraine
was presenting our conservation awards to eight individuals
and groups that have made exceptional contributions to
natural habitat protection.
This year’s conservation heroes tell us about their vision
for agreener Ontario:

O ntario Nature celebrated 80 years of protecting wild

Jim Johnston, recipient of the Ontario Nature Achievement
Award, spearheaded the development of the Elliot Lake
Bear Smart Project from 2003 to 2004, which subsequently
became the Ministry of Natural Resource’s Bear Wise Pro-
gram. “Before that program, people didn’t have to put their
garbage in sealed containers outside, they had itin bags,”
says Johnston. “We improved the management practices at
thelocal wastedumpand converted all the containersin our
parks to bear-proof ones.” Thanks to Johnston’s program,
nuisance calls about bearsin the Elliot Lake area decreased
from some 530 calls in 2004 to less than half that in 2010.

Jane and Fred Schneider were awarded the WW.H. Gunn
Conservation Award for their outstanding service and
commitment to nature conservation. For more than three
decades, the couple has welcomed visitors to their 300-
hectare rural property outside Waterloo, which contains
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provincially significant swamps, woodlands and fields.
“We're trying to preserve the old forest and keep the trees
healthy,” says Jane. The couple has been impressed with the
absence of litter in the area despite the high volume of
visitors, demonstrating that the “the younger generation
is taking good care of the property.”

Christine Hanrahan received the W.E. Saunders Natural
History Award for her efforts to protect Larose Forestand her
work on the Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas. Hanrahan and
others hold an annual community day tointroduce people to
the forest, and every two years she oversees the organization
of a forest bioblitz, using the resulting data toinformbest prac-
tices formanaging the Larose Forest. “Asit’saworking forest,
this data is used by various organizations to see where the
birds are and accordingly decide where not tolog,” says
Hanrahan.

The Steve Hounsell Greenway Award recipients - Iris
McGee, Renee Sandelowsky and Allan Elgar - founded the
Oakvillegreen Conservation Association more than1o
yearsagoin response toa proposal to urbanize 3,000 hectares
of agricultural land in north Oakville. For McGeeit has been
quite a ride: “Taking that first step toattend a council meeting
orwrite a letter to your local newspaper or councillor can
set you on a journey toward making positive change.” She
believes that forests, fields and streams should be protected
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Glanzmann (Nature Guardian presenter)

Absent: Christine Hanrahan (Natural History Award)

through proper zoning so that taxpayers do not have to
buy land to protect it.

The Fatal Light Awareness Program (FLAP), established
in 1993 by Michael Mesure and a team of volunteers, won
the ].R. Dymond Public Service Award for the group’s
efforts to provide safe passage for migratory songbirds

in the urban environment. Annually, between one and 10
birds will diein collisions with any single building. With
940,000 registered structures in Toronto, a conservative
estimate would be that between approximately oneand
10 million birds die annually. “This is a David and Goliath
story, but the simplicity of the solution really resonates
with people,” says Mesure. “It could be easily resolved with
the flip of a switch at night and placing some markers on
the glass during the day”

The Lee Symmes Municipal Award was awarded to the
County of Northumberland for its comprehensive forest
management plan for a 2,200-hectare forest on the Oak
Ridges Moraine. By expanding a network of wooded con-
servation areas, the county supported a management
approach guided by the spiritand intent of the Oak Ridges
Moraine Conservation Act and corresponding plan. Says
Mia Frank], the county’s forestry management officer, “We
hope tolead by example among municipal governments

in preserving natural spaces and managing them firstand

ONNATUREMAGAZINE.COM

Front row, left to right: Iris McGee, Renee Sandelowsky, Angela Martin (accepted Ontario Nature Achievement Award on behalf
of Jim Johnston), Marilyn Ohler (accepted Corporate Award for Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance), Jane Schneider, Stephanie

Back row, left to right: Skye MacKenzie (Nature Guardian presenter), Allan and Linda Elgar, Fraser Gibson, Peter Delanty and
Mia Frankl {accepted Municipal Award on behalf of the County of Northumberland), Michael Mesure, Brendon Larson (Ontario Nature
board president and presenter), Moe Qureshi {Nature Guardian presenter)

foremost for their ecological significance, while still
providing balanced use for social and economic values.”

The Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance received the
Ontario Nature Corporate Award for its efforts toreduce
its ecological footprint. Chief executive officer Andrew
Williams realizes that, while the primary goal is to deliver
health care, the alliance also feels responsible for mak-
ing the workplace more environmentally friendly. “We
look at this as part of our commitment to the broader com-
munity and see a logical connection here, as a healthy
environmentisclosely tied to healthy people,” says Williams.
Thealliance has launched a number of energy conserva-
tion efforts atits four sites, including retrofitting lighting
throughout the facilities, lowering energy use during
times of peak demand and partnering with other organi-
zations in progressive energy conservation programs.

Fraser Gibson won the Richards Education Award for
fostering environmental values and actions in children
throughout his career teaching outdoor and environmen-
taleducation. Now retired, he continues to promote the
importance of the natural world. “My overriding objec-
tive is to promote, in children and adults, respect for
alllife and habitat. Guided exploration of natural areas
isa very important first step.” “sk
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Treasure islands
Wild spcaces, like Ontario Nature's reserves, are rich in plomts, cnimals and history.

By Peter Middleton
lllustration by Gracia Lam

ast Juneat Ontario Nature’s annual general meeting,

Ijoined a field trip on which our guidesled us through

arare remnant of prairie and black-oak savannah
habitat on a lovely stretch of the Oak
Ridges Moraine, We walked through
an area belonging to Alderville First
Nation, where 50 hectares of rolling
prairiegrassland and oak savannah,
once threatened by housing develop-
ment and aggregate extraction, are
now protected. Today, the landscape
blooms with prairie buttercup, wild
lupineand butterflyweed. In thedistance,
we could see the silhouette of the fire-
resistant black oaks. In the past, this
land supported herds of deer and elk,
and the First Nations peoples who
hunted them.

Our guides brought us to the talk
grass prairie reserve of Red Cloud
Cemetery. This site, designated as a
cemetery in 1850, has never heen
ploughed. In1992, Dr. Paul Catling, a plant taxonomist,
declared the cemetery to be aremnant prairie because of
the presence of a number of prairie grasses and forbs with-
initsboundaries.

At the cemetery, Elwood, a 92-year-old member of the
Red Cloud Cemetery board of directors, welcomed our
group. This plot of virgin prairie is truly a stunning place
towalk through, especially when one isaware that its soils
and plants have survived, relatively unchanged, since the
glaciers withdrew some 10,000 years ago.

AsIlooked around in wonder, Elwood drew me aside.
He told me of his family and his poor but happy childhood,
and of his love for the tiny patch of land we stood on and
the profound meaning its preservation had for him. With
reverence he talked about the link between humanity and
landscapes, and about the people who had occupied this
land over time and how the land had nurtured them. He
pointed out the importance of conservation, not only as it
applies to plantsand ecosystems, butalso asa way of recogniz-
ing that such remnants are links with a planet that has
supported countless generations of humanity. He did not
refer to land as property, but rather as a source of support.
“Theland fed me, nourished me and will reclaim me. I ask
nomore than that. It has done that for people from the begin-
ning. Itiswhere Ebelong”

Reflecting on his words, I thought about Ontario Nature’s
nature reserves system and its importance both for Ontario
asawhole and for me personally. The reserves contain the
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timeless threads of creation in their fabric. Their preserva-
tion represents a priceless heritage set aside for the province
by Ontario Nature.

Ontario Nature (formerly the Federa-
tion of Ontario Naturalists)acquired
its first reserve, Dorcas Bay (alsocalled
Singing Sands) in 1961. Located on the
Bruce Peninsula, this place hasspecial
significance for me, and I visit often.
The coastal alvars and forests of the
region, although greatly reduced by
recreation-related development,
contain jewels of global importance
found in few other places onthe planet:
bird’s-eye primrose, ram’s-head lady’s-
slipper and massasauga rattlesnake.
Every time I visit, Tam reminded of
the beauty, tenacity and continuity
oflife.

Theshorelines of the Bruce Peninsula
supportuniqueecosystems. The steep
cliffs on the eastern shore of the escarp-
ment and on the sloping limestone plates on the west
supported anamazing array of plants. Until late in the 20th
century, our presence was evident mostly in the occasional
fishing or hunting camp. This changed, however, as south-
ern Ontario’s population grew and more cars filled more
roads, and people’s leisure time and recreational interests
increased. Doreas Bay isa reminder of what this area used
tobe. Having visited the reserve so frequently, [ know itintimate-
ly - it has shaped my philosophy as a naturalist and out-
dooreducator.

Each Ontario Nature reserve is a “Rosetta stone” that
will allow future generations to connect with a distant past
and to witness the tapestry of evolution. The conservation
of such places is of the utmost importance, for the heritage,
both natural and human, that they hold. These are both
islands of refuge and, in a way, islands in time.

Peter Middleton is alifelong member of Ontario Nature and
president of the Owen Sound Field Naturalists. He has taught and
adminisiered outdoor education programs for the Bruce County
Board of Education and the Bluewater District School Board.

For more information about Ontario Nature’s reserve system,
visit the “Protect” section of our website, ontarionature.org.
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VORTEX OPTICS Ontario dealers include:

Pelee Wings Nature Store, Leamington Focus Scientific, Ottawa Wild Birds Unlimited
www.peleewings.ca | 1-877-326-5193 www.focusscientific.com | 1-877-815-1350  Burlington | Guelph | London | Newmarket

EfstonScience, Toronto Eagle Optics.ca, Guelph Ottawa | Thornhill | Toronto
www.e-sci.com | 1-888-777-5255 www.eagleoptics.ca | 1-800-710-4185 www.wbu.com | 1-888-302-2473

*dealer may sell for less




It's a beautiful world out there. Let a pair of Nikon binoculars bring even the smallest parts of it into
sharper focus. You'll get more from your birdwatching because every model in our extensive lineup
features Nikon'’s legendary state-of-the-art lenses and superior optical coatings. Crisp and brilliant
images come standard on every binocular and field scope we make. And while they're helping
you see the beauty in the world, their rugged construction will help you enjoy it all worry-free.
So if you want to really see more beauty, a pair of Nikon binoculars is a beautifully simple way to doit.

S ﬁ SEE NIKONBINOS.CA TODAY FOR ALL THE DETAILS, EVEN THE SMALLEST ONES.

& &

Travelite 8x25 Monarch Il 10x42 Action EX 8x40

See Nikon for details.

Nikon

Sport Optics
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